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New Vicar for Islwyn Ministry Area 

The Bishop of Monmouth is pleased to 
announce that Revd Lisa Taylor has 
been appointed as Vicar in the Islwyn 
Ministry Area. 
 
Lisa is currently serving as a Vicar in 
the Mynydd Bedwellte Ministry Area, 
but is a familiar face in the 
neighbouring Islwyn Ministry Area, 
having previously served there as an 
ordinand and curate. 

 

 

         

Bishop Cherry, said: “I am pleased that Lisa will be continuing to work in the 
valleys, albeit in a different ministry area. Her heart is in the community and 
she brings considerable pastoral gifts to her ministry. Her work with the local 
schools has been exceptional and I am delighted that the focus on her 
ministry in this new role will be with children, young people and families.” 
 
In accepting the role, Rev Lisa Taylor, said: "I have been both an ordinand 
and a curate in the Islwyn Ministry Area; the people and the places of worship 
left an imprint in my heart and I feel blessed to have an opportunity to return 
to the ministry area and serve them as a team vicar. I am looking forward to 
renewing old relationships and making many new relationships to further 
God's kingdom and bring the joy of the Good News of Jesus Christ and the 
love of God to a new generation." 
 
A special licensing service will be held at St Thomas’ Church in Cefn Forest 
on 7th January at 4pm. 
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Kaleidoscope at the Cathedral 

A charity at the centre of helping 
people with substance misuse 
celebrated 20 years in Wales on 
Thursday with a special event at 
Newport Cathedral. 
 
Bishop Cherry joined more than 100 
members of the Kaleidoscope charity 
and their partners, offering everyone a 
warm welcome. 
 
Applauding its ‘radical approach to 
addiction’, she said: “It’s great to see 
so many people here for this event. 
Please know you are very welcome 
here, not just for this event today, but 
anytime you wish to come here - 
whenever you need some time, space 
and peace or to join us for prayer and 
worship. 

 

 

         

“The Christian tradition in which this cathedral stands, speaks to us of lives 
being transformed through the love of God; a love which God holds out to 
each and every one of us no matter who we are, what our circumstances or 
background or history or beliefs. So, in many ways, we’re about the same 
thing - seeing lives transformed through care and support, friendship and 



community. So, it is wonderful for us to be hosting this event and celebrating 
with Kaleidoscope, celebrating all that it has done over the past 20 years and 
all that it has been for the people it has worked alongside.” 
 
Kaleidoscope was set up in 1968 in London, offering a safe space for young 
people in the Kingston upon Thames area. The charity's work has evolved 
over the years to support thousands of people with drug, alcohol and mental 
health issues at key centres throughout the country. 

 

In 2003, Newport City Council approached Kaleidoscope to take on a drug 
rehabilitation project in the city and meet the rapidly growing need for a 
specialist support service. A Welsh Government funded community safety 
partnership aimed to tackle a backlog of clients in need of rehabilitation. 
 
The service started in a space at the back of St Paul's Church, on Commercial 
Street, Newport, with initial funding for 100 clients. Within three months the 
service treated hundreds of clients from Newport and the wider Gwent area. 

Martin Blakebrough, CEO of Kaleidoscope, said: "People do not choose to 
become problematic drug users. We need to become more innovative. We 
campaign for the right for people who take drugs to recover, have access to 
treatment and to be safe." 
 



He said that too many people dying from drug misuse and ‘national 
government, Welsh Government and the NHS need to do better.’ 
 
The celebration also heard from people who had recovered from drug and 
alcohol problems and now used their experience to mentor others in recovery. 
Music was provided by Raising Voices, Bristol's recovery choir, who also 
shared their stories of what being part of a choir community means to them. 

 

 



 

The Lambeth Call on Environment and 
Sustainable Development 

This September (20th or 21st), Anglicans are invited to attend a webinar 
about the Lambeth Call on the Environment and Sustainable Development.  
 
Hear from Anglican friends around the world as they share inspiration from 
the Lambeth Call. Through this webinar you can: 
 
• Explore ideas in the Lambeth Call for how Anglicans can respond to 
environmental crises and care for creation. 
• Access bible study resources to help you think about creation care. 
• Hear how to get involved in the Communion Forest as a global act of hope.  
• Find out how you can influence decision makers before COP28. 
 
Register here: https://www.lambethconference.org/.../register-for-phase-
3/ 

 

Resources 
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Safeguarding Sunday 

Ways in which churches can help and protect vulnerable people will be the 
focus of this year’s Safeguarding Sunday. 
 
From knowing how to spot and report signs of abuse to praying for all victims, 
the day will provide an opportunity for congregations to think about what it 
means to be a safe church for everyone. 
 
The Church in Wales is marking Safeguarding Sunday on November 19th in 
partnership with the Christian safeguarding organisation Thirtyone:eight. 

 

Wendy Lemon, the Church’s Safeguarding Manager, says the day will be a 
chance to ensure people know how to report any concerns they have. “We 
encourage churches to use the resources available from the Church in Wales 
and thirtyone:eight to take some time in their service on November 19th to 
highlight and pray for safeguarding within our churches. By the end of 
Safeguarding Sunday we hope people will know who their Ministry or Mission 

https://thirtyoneeight.org/get-involved/safeguarding-sunday/
https://vimeo.com/835428779


Area Safeguarding Officers are and how to report any concerns they have. 
We also hope that they will have been reminded that safeguarding is a central 
part of the Christian faith.” 
 
The resources for Safeguarding Sunday are available now. You can register 
online for them here: Thirtyone:eight Website 

 

Training and Events 

 

 

Faculties Workshop - Wednesday 11th October 

The Church in Wales is running a faculties workshop at St Mary’s Priory 
Centre, Abergavenny, on Wednesday 11th October. MA Property Leads or 
anyone else involved with submitting faculty applications for their church will 
find this workshop highly beneficial. 
 
The day will be a mixture of discussions and a workshop. The morning 
session will be about making good faculty applications in order to streamline 
the process. Topics include supporting documentation, writing statements of 
significance and assessing the impact of the proposed works on the church 
(i.e. a heritage impact assessment). The workshop element will be around 
participants making their own statements of significance and how to use this 
to assess the impact of any future works on it. 
 
If participants wish to write a Statement of Significance for their own church 
on the day, then they will need to do a bit of homework before hand, i.e. find 

https://thirtyoneeight.org/get-involved/safeguarding-sunday/


out as much information about it as possible. The “Statements of Significance 
for the Online Faculty System” guidance note can be found in the Help section 
of the OFS. This includes sections on researching a church’s significance, 
creating a statement of significance and a worked example of one. There will 
also be copies of a more comprehensive version of writing an SOS (another 
option for faculty applicants is to upload a separate document rather than use 
the online form) and if participants don’t want to write one for their own 
church, then they can use St Mary’s Church next door to the venue.  
 
The structure day is as follows: 
Coffee & tea (and biscuits!) at 10 am 
Session starts at 10.30 am  
Short break at 11.45 
Lunch (provided) at 1.00 pm 
Session restarts at 1.30 pm 
Short break at 2.45 pm 
Session finishes at 4 pm 
 
If you would like to book a place, please contact Tina Andrew on 
tinaandrew@cinw.org.uk 

 

 

Safeguarding Training Dates 

The dates for the next safeguarding training sessions have been released and 
are as follows. 
 
Module B Training Session: 

• Thursday 21st November, 1pm, St Mary’s Church, Marshfield, CF3 
2UF 

 
Details of the online training dates are available here: Safeguarding training 
via Zoom - The Church in Wales.  
 
To register for a session, please use the webform here:  
SafeguardingTraining Booking Form - The Church in Wales  

mailto:tinaandrew@cinw.org.uk?subject=null&body=null
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or contact the team via email safeguardingtraining@cinw.org.uk  
or phone, 07376 199668.  
 
Contact details for all of the safeguarding team can be found here, 
Meet the team - The Church in Wales 
 
Please note that the Provincial Safeguarding Officer for the Diocese of 
Monmouth is now Colin Taylor who can be contacted via email, 
colintaylor@cinw.org.uk or phone, 07956 790330. 

 

Services 

 

 

Join us for the service from the Cathedral this Sunday at 10:30am here. 

 

 

Diocesan Healing Service 

St Woolos Cathedral will host this year’s Diocesan Healing Service on  
Wednesday 18th October at 7pm. Members of the Monmouth Diocesan 
Team for Healing, Wholeness and Reconciliation will lead this time of worship 
and prayer. 

mailto:safeguardingtraining@cinw.org.uk?subject=null&body=null
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Hydref 11 
October 11 

Dydd Mercher 
/ Wednesday 

 

6.30 
pm / y.h. 

 

Cadeirlan 
Casnewydd 

Newport 
Cathedral 

 

Gosber 
Evensong 

 

        

Tachwedd 
November 

14th 
Dydd Sadwrn 

/  
Saturday  

 

9.30  
am / y.b. 

 

St Thomas 
Trefynwy / 
Monmouth 

 

Ewcharist:  
Sul y Gofio 
Eucharist: 

Remembrance 
 

        

Am fwy o wybodaeth cysylltwch â Ruth Willis: ruth_willis05@hotmail.com 
For further information contact Ruth Willis: ruth_willis05@hotmail.com 

 

Vacancies 

 

 

Church Administrator - Tredegar Park MA 

Would you like to join our creative and lively team?   
 
Would you like a new challenge?  
 
Tredegar Park Ministry Area is looking for somebody who will provide support 
to their team of clergy and lay people who manage the day to day running of 
their churches. This is an opportunity to join a warm and friendly team, to 

mailto:ruth_willis05@hotmail.com
mailto:ruth_willis05@hotmail.com


manage and develop our office.  This post is key in supporting us as we 
develop the vision and mission for this area. We are open to flexible working 
hours to fit with your circumstances.  
 
Tredegar Park Ministry Area covers most of West Newport. We are a new 
ministry area and have five very varied churches. You will be line managed by 
the Ministry Area Leader and will largely manage your own workload. 
 
For an informal chat please contact Revd Kate O’Sullivan on 01633 556321. 
 
For the job description and person specification, or to apply by sending your 
CV in, please email: kateosullivan@cinw.org.uk 

 

Ministry Area Leader - Mid Torfaen 

We are looking for a priest who has incumbent or Team Vicar experience 
and will be...  
 
·      Forward and outward looking with a creative approach to ministry and 
outreach; able to meet us where we are and take us with you in growing Gods 
Kingdom; able to be flexible in your leading of worship which understands that 
the variety in style is our strength; able to discern the difference between 
when we need encouraging and when we need challenging? 
 
·      Community minded, able to engage with people of all ages, inside and 
outside the church and to be a visible part of the local community. Do you 
have experience in developing schools ministry, facilitating a team to work 
alongside you in taking faith into our schools and drawing children and 
families into appropriate styles of church? 
 
·      Caring with a strong pastoral heart and passion for encouraging the 
congregation in discipleship, building a strong unity in Christ. 
 
·      Collaborative in nature and able to recognise the many talents and gifts 
of the laity. Are you willing to nurture individuals in their own ministry and 
encourage collaborative working, while recognising that we may be travelling 
at different speeds? 
 
·      Confident and approachable with effective communication skills, who is 
able to support the churches with the oversight of our functional structures so 
that all feel supported and guided in the daily life of the church. 
 
·      Engaging and friendly, community minded and able to develop 
networks of relationships locally, taking the natural opportunities to work 
ecumenically. 

mailto:kateosullivan@cinw.org.uk?subject=null&body=null


 
·      Incarnational, able to inhabit Valley’s life, with a willingness to learn a bit 
of Welsh and understand the importance of our history and identity. 
 
 

We are striving to be an inclusive diocese and would welcome 
applications from all suitably qualified clerics. 

 
For an informal conversation please contact Ven Stella Bailey on 
07741661154 or stellabailey@cinw.org.uk 
 
Application form and full profile available at 
https://monmouth.churchinwales.org.uk/en/news-and-events/ministry-
area-leader-mid-torfaen-ministry-area/ 
 
Applications should be submitted by email to: stellabailey@cinw.org.uk  
 
 

Closing date for applications: 
Monday 25th September 2023 

 
Interviews to take place on Friday 13th October 2023 

 

House for Duty Priest - St Illtyd 

Is God calling you to South Wales and the welcoming communities of the 
Valleys? 
 
Are you collaborative in nature, able to recognise the many talents and gifts 
of laity? 
 
Are you community minded, able to engage with people of all ages, inside 
and outside the church, and be a visible part of the local community? 
 
Are you caring with a strong pastoral heart and passion for encouraging the 
congregations in discipleship, and building a strong unity in Christ? 
 
Are you forward and outward looking with a creative approach to ministry 
and outreach? 
 

Based in the upper Eastern Valley you will be part of a supportive Ministry 
Team. 

 
We hope for a Priest who will: 

• Respect our sacramental tradition but broaden our horizons. 

mailto:stellabailey@cinw.org.uk
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• Communicate the Gospel in an inclusive and engaging way. 
• Relish working as part of a team. 
• Enjoy supporting and developing small churches. 
• Laugh at themselves and with others. 

We are striving to be an inclusive diocese and would welcome 
applications from all suitably qualified clerics. 

 
For an informal conversation please contact Fr Dominic McClean, Ministry 
Area Leader on (01495) 304919 or frdominic86@gmail.com 
 
Application form and full profile available at 
https://monmouth.churchinwales.org.uk/en/news-and-events/house-for-
duty-priest-st-illtyd-ministry-area-september/ 
 
Applications should be submitted by email to: 
archdeacon.gwentvalleys@churchinwales.org.uk 
 

Closing date for applications:  
Saturday 30th September 2023 

 
Interviews TBC 

 

House for Duty Priest - North Monmouthshire 

We are looking for a collaborative and caring priest with a genuine passion for 
working with others, lay and ordained, in a beautiful part of Wales. 
 
Based in the lovely village of Llanddewi Rhydderch and primarily working with 
churches around that area, you will also be part of the Ministry Team covering 
the new Ministry Area of North Monmouthshire which has 17 churches.  
 
We hope for a Priest who will be: 

❖ Caring - has a strong pastoral heart and passion for encouraging the 

members of each of the congregations in discipleship 

❖ Collaborative in nature - working well with the Ministry Team, lay and 

ordained, within the Ministry Area and is a good team player 

❖ Community focussed - being a visible presence in the Ministry Area 

❖ Engaging - has energy and commitment to engage with the local 

communities and is sympathetic to the needs of rural communities  
 
If you think you might be that person… we would very much like to hear from 
you. 

mailto:frdominic86@gmail.com
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We are striving to be an inclusive diocese and would welcome 
applications from all suitably qualified clerics. 

 
For an informal conversation please contact The Revd. Julian Gray, Ministry 
Area Leader on 01873 859881 or mardyvicarage@yahoo.co.uk 
 
Application form and full profile available at: 
https://monmouth.churchinwales.org.uk/en/news-and-events/house-for-
duty-priest-north-monmouthshire-ma/ 
 
Applications should be submitted by email to: 
archdeacon.monmouth@churchinwales.org.uk 
 

 
Closing date for applications:  

Saturday 30th September 2023 
 

Interviews to take place soon after. 

 

For a downloadable and printable version of this email please click here. 
 
You can find the one-stop-shop for all you need to know and this week's 
updates here. 

 

 

        

mailto:mardyvicarage@yahoo.co.uk
https://monmouth.churchinwales.org.uk/en/news-and-events/house-for-duty-priest-north-monmouthshire-ma/
https://monmouth.churchinwales.org.uk/en/news-and-events/house-for-duty-priest-north-monmouthshire-ma/
mailto:archdeacon.monmouth@churchinwales.org.uk
https://monmouth.churchinwales.org.uk/en/news-and-events/
https://facebook.com/monmouthdiocese
https://instagram.com/monmouthdiocese
https://twitter.com/monmouthdco
https://monmouth.churchinwales.org.uk/


 

Copyright (C) 2023 Diocese of Monmouth. All rights reserved. 
   

 


