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3
0

2 G
an

 y G
o

lygyd
d

  
Fro

m
 th

e Ed
ito

r’s D
esk

I w
ill g

ive yo
u

 h
id

d
en

 treasu
res, rich

es sto
red

 in
 

secret p
laces, so

 th
at yo

u
 m

ay kn
o

w
 th

at I am
 

th
e L

O
R

D
, th

e G
o

d
 o

f Israel, w
h

o
 su

m
m

o
n

s yo
u

 
b

y n
am

e - Isaiah
 45:3 3

W
o

w
, w

h
at a w

ealth
 o

f ‘treasu
res’ w

e h
ave in

  
o

u
r D

io
cese!

So
m

etim
es life ju

st gets in
 th

e w
ay an

d w
e do

n’t 
stay still lo

n
g en

o
ugh to

 appreciate all that w
e have. 

Fro
m

 o
u

r w
o

n
derfu

l w
ildlife an

d n
atu

re to
 o

u
r rich

 
h

isto
ry an

d arch
itectu

re to
 th

e gen
ero

sity an
d 

kindness of others, w
e certainly have an abundance!

T
h

is editio
n

 o
f G

rap
evin

e is packed w
ith

 sto
ries 

w
h

ich
 w

ill h
o

pefu
lly rem

in
d yo

u
 o

f h
o

w
 w

ell G
o

d 
pro

vides an
d also

 h
o

w
 w

e can
 h

elp to
 m

ain
tain

 
an

d n
u

rtu
re w

h
at w

e h
ave.

T
h

e Livin
g C

h
u

rch
yard pro

ject at St W
o

o
lo

s 
C

ath
edral an

d o
u

r first Eco
 C

h
u

rch
 are great 

exam
ples o

f h
o

w
 w

e are lo
o

kin
g to

 pro
tect th

e 
w

o
n

derfu
l creatio

n
 aro

u
n

d u
s! A

lso
, th

e fan
tastic 

pro
jects at T

h
e Livin

g R
o

o
m

 an
d Ty-Price sh

o
w

 
ju

st h
o

w
 m

u
ch

 w
e are co

n
n

ectin
g w

ith
 o

u
r 

co
m

m
u

n
ities.

I certain
ly didn’t kn

o
w

 h
o

w
 m

an
y h

idden
 

treasu
res w

e h
ave do

tted aro
u

n
d o

u
r ch

u
rch

es! 
T

h
e featu

re o
n

 p8-9 w
as fascin

atin
g to

 research
 

an
d I’m

 su
re th

ere are m
an

y th
at I h

ave m
issed! It 

w
o

u
ld be great if yo

u
 co

u
ld sen

d yo
u

r ph
o

to
graph

s 
o

r u
n

u
su

al sto
ries abo

u
t o

u
r w

o
n

derfu
l ch

u
rch

es 
an

d th
eir h

eritage! Please em
ail m

e at 
d

eb
rago

d
d

ard
@

ch
u

rch
in

w
ales.o

rg.u
k -  

I lo
o

k fo
rw

ard to
 fin

din
g o

u
t m

o
re.

H
appy readin

g!
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m

m
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n
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m
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p
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o
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n
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B
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M
o

n
m

o
u

th
 G

rap
evin

e is p
ro

d
u

ced
 

an
d

 d
istrib

u
ted

 by th
e M

o
n

m
o

u
th

 
D

io
cesan

 B
o

ard
 o

f Fin
an

ce

Ed
ito

r: D
ebra G

o
ddard,  

D
io

cesan
 C

o
m

m
u

n
icatio

n
s O

ffi
cer

Em
ail: debrago

ddard@
 

ch
u

rch
inw

ales.o
rg.u

k

Po
st: D

io
cesan

 O
ffi

ce,  
64 C

aerau
 Ro

ad, N
ew

po
rt. N

P20
 4H

J

D
ead

lin
e fo

r n
ext ed

itio
n

:  
10

 M
ay 2018

P
u

b
licatio

n
 d

ate:  
28 Ju

n
e 2018

To
 u

p
d

ate th
e FR

EE o
rd

er d
etails fo

r 
yo

u
r ch

u
rch

, please co
n

tact th
e  

D
io

cesan
 O

ffi
ce

Em
ail:  

libbieo
brien

@
ch

u
rch

inw
ales.o

rg.u
k

Tel:  
01633 267490

D
esig

n
ed

 b
y: M

ediadesign

A
ll text and fo

rm
at co

m
plies w

ith RN
IB guidelines.

©
 M

o
n

m
o

u
th

 D
io

cesan
 B

o
ard

 o
f Fin

an
ce. 

A
ll in

fo
rm

atio
n

 co
rrect at tim

e o
f go

in
g to

 press.

M
o

n
m

o
u

th
 D

io
cesan

 B
o

ard
 o

f 
Fin

an
ce is a co

m
p

an
y registered

 in
 

En
glan

d
 an

d
 W

ales.

C
o

m
p

an
y n

o
: 0

0
3489945

C
h

arity n
o

: 10
67653

 
 h

ttp
://m

o
n

m
o

u
th

.
ch

u
rch

in
w

ales.o
rg.u

k

 
M

o
n

m
o

u
th

d
io

cese

 
@

M
o

n
m

o
u

th
D

C
O

Len
t R

efl
ectio

n
s   

by B
ish

o
p R

ich
ard

R
ecen

tly, a m
o

th
er to

ld
 m

e th
at h

er six-year-o
ld

 so
n

 asked
 h

er, 
‘W

h
y is it th

at w
h

en
 I sp

eak to
 G

o
d

 h
e d

o
esn

’t rep
ly? H

e’s ru
d

e!’

It’s a straigh
tfo

rw
ard qu

estio
n

 w
h

ich
 is n

o
t so

 easy to
 

an
sw

er, as it asks u
s to

 co
n

sider h
o

w
 G

o
d 

co
m

m
u

n
icates w

ith
 u

s. B
u

t w
h

o
 are w

e talkin
g to

? It 
rem

in
ds u

s th
at G

o
d, in

 h
is essen

ce, is u
n

kn
o

w
able 

an
d is u

tter m
ystery. In

 h
is n

atu
re, h

e is silen
t an

d yet 
ch

o
o

ses to
 co

m
m

u
n

icate w
ith

 u
s in

 m
an

y differen
t 

w
ays. A

 go
o

d bo
o

k do
in

g th
e ro

u
n

ds in
 th

e D
io

cese 
at th

e m
o

m
en

t is ‘T
h

e W
ay o

f th
e H

eart’ by Fr H
en

ri 
N

o
u

w
en

. H
e explo

res th
e n

atu
re o

f G
o

d an
d h

is 
relatio

n
sh

ip w
ith

 th
e w

o
rld an

d w
ith

 u
s:

‘O
u

t o
f h

is etern
al silen

ce G
o

d
 sp

o
ke th

e W
o

rd
, an

d
 

th
ro

u
g

h
 th

is W
o

rd
 created

 an
d

 recreated
 th

e w
o

rld
. 

In
 th

e b
eg

in
n

in
g

 G
o

d
 sp

o
ke th

e lan
d

, th
e sea, an

d
 

th
e sky. H

e sp
o

ke th
e su

n
, th

e m
o

o
n

, an
d

 th
e stars. 

H
e sp

o
ke p

lan
ts, b

ird
s, fi

sh
, an

im
als w

ild
 an

d
 tam

e. 
Fin

ally, h
e sp

o
ke to

 m
an

 an
d

 w
o

m
an

. T
h

en
, in

 th
e 

fu
lln

ess o
f tim

e, G
o

d
’s W

o
rd

, th
ro

u
g

h
 w

h
o

m
 all h

ad
 

b
een

 created
, b

ecam
e fl

esh
 an

d
 g

ave p
o

w
er to

 all 
w

h
o

 b
elieve to

 b
eco

m
e th

e ch
ild

ren
 o

f G
o

d
. In

 all 
th

is, th
e W

o
rd

 o
f G

o
d

 d
o

es n
o

t b
reak th

e silen
ce o

f 
G

o
d

, b
u

t rath
er u

n
fo

ld
s th

e im
m

easu
rab

le rich
n

ess 
o

f h
is silen

ce.’

G
o

d’s greatest co
m

m
u

n
icato

r is h
im

self. Jesu
s reveals 

th
e lo

ve o
f G

o
d an

d w
e, as th

e B
o

dy o
f C

h
rist, th

e 
C

h
u

rch
, sh

are in
 th

is revelatio
n

. T
h

e B
ible, o

th
er 

peo
ple an

d th
e w

o
rld aro

u
n

d u
s give u

s o
th

er fo
rm

s 
o

f co
m

m
u

n
icatio

n
 w

ith
 G

o
d. B

u
t it is th

ro
u

gh
 th

e 
H

o
ly Spirit th

at w
e co

m
m

u
n

icate directly w
ith

 G
o

d, 
fo

r as Jesu
s said:

‘...th
e A

d
vo

cate, th
e H

o
ly Sp

irit, w
h

o
m

 th
e Fath

er 
w

ill sen
d

 in
 m

y n
am

e, w
ill teach

 yo
u

 everyth
in

g
, 

an
d

 rem
in

d
 yo

u
 o

f all th
at I h

ave said
 to

 yo
u

. ‘

Jo
h

n
 14:25-26 

T
h

e lan
gu

age o
f th

e Spirit is th
e sam

e as G
o

d - it is 
silen

ce an
d as o

u
r spirit, o

u
r so

u
l co

m
m

u
n

icates in
 

th
e Spirit, at a level deeper th

an
 w

o
rds, w

e 
u

n
derstan

d an
d are co

m
fo

rted. 

In
 a w

o
rld o

f n
o

ise an
d distractio

n
, it is im

po
rtan

t fo
r 

u
s to

 learn
 h

o
w

 to
 be still an

d be silen
t fo

r th
en

 w
e 

are clo
ser to

 G
o

d in
 h

is silen
ce. W

e n
eed to

 teach
 o

u
r 

ch
ildren

 as w
ell as o

u
rselves th

at th
e prim

ary ro
u

te 
in

to
 G

o
d’s presen

ce is silen
ce; th

en
 G

o
d w

ill n
o

t be a 
stran

ger, bu
t a frien

d an
d lo

ver.

In
 th

is seaso
n

 o
f Len

t, o
ffer G

o
d th

e greatest gift: 
yo

u
rself, u

n
distracted, still an

d silen
t an

d be ready to
 

receive h
im

 w
h

o
 is already presen

t.

+
B

ish
o

p
 R

ich
ard
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0

5
0

4

Len
ten

 A
ppeal

H
u

n
dreds o

f peo
ple, bo

th
 clo

se to
 h

o
m

e an
d 

fu
rth

er afield, h
ave ben

efitted fro
m

 B
ish

o
p 

R
ich

ard’s Len
ten

 A
ppeal.

Last year’s recipien
ts w

ere lo
cal ch

arities T
h

e 
San

ctu
ary an

d iN
eed –

 bo
th

 o
f w

h
ich

 do
 fan

tastic 
w

o
rk to

 h
elp refu

gees an
d asylu

m
 seekers in

tegrate 
in

to
 th

e lo
cal co

m
m

u
n

ity.

T
h

is year, h
o

w
ever, B

ish
o

p R
ich

ard is lo
o

kin
g m

u
ch

 
fu

rth
er afield –

 to
 o

u
r sister dio

cese in
 th

e H
igh

veld, 
So

u
th

 A
frica.

In
 lau

n
ch

in
g h

is Len
ten

 A
ppeal 2018, B

ish
o

p R
ich

ard, 
said: “A

s yo
u

 are aw
are, w

e try to
 su

ppo
rt o

u
r bro

th
ers 

an
d sisters in

 th
e H

igh
veld, o

u
r tw

in
n

ed D
io

cese in
 

So
u

th
 A

frica, th
ro

u
gh

 exch
an

ge visits, o
u

r prayers an
d 

also
 in

 fin
an

cial co
n

tribu
tio

n
s. 

“Fo
llo

w
in

g m
y visit to

 th
e H

igh
veld tw

o
 years ago

 an
d 

su
bsequ

en
t visits by o

th
er m

em
bers in

 th
e D

io
cese, I 

w
ish

 to
 fo

cu
s th

e Len
ten

 appeal th
is year u

po
n

 
en

h
an

cin
g edu

catio
n

al pro
visio

n
 in

 o
n

e o
f th

e po
o

rest 
areas o

f th
e H

igh
veld, called M

ayflo
w

er.” 

T
h

e M
ayflo

w
er Sch

o
o

l, w
h

ich
 w

as o
pen

ed in
 20

07, 
pro

vides edu
catio

n
 fo

r 120
 ch

ildren
. H

o
w

ever, th
ere is 

n
o

t en
o

u
gh

 practical space fo
r all th

e ch
ildren

 to
 

receive an
 edu

catio
n

. 

O
n

 th
e sch

o
o

l site, th
ere is an

 in
co

m
plete h

all w
h

ere 
th

ere are plan
s fo

r an
o

th
er tw

o
 classro

o
m

s an
d an

 
o

ffi
ce to

 be bu
ilt. T

h
is h

all th
erefo

re w
ill be u

sed by th
e 

pre-school in the m
o

rnings as the school has o
utgrow

n
 

their classroo
m

s as w
ell as a ‘safe park’ in the afternoon. 

‘Safe Parks’ pro
vide th

e o
ppo

rtu
n

ity fo
r th

o
se ch

ildren
 

w
h

o
, becau

se o
f illn

esses in
 th

e fam
ily, h

ave h
ad to

 
take u

p paren
tal respo

n
sibilities an

d th
erefo

re do
 n

o
t 

alw
ays h

ave th
e space o

r tim
e to

 ‘be’ ch
ildren

. 

Train
in

g o
f h

o
m

e-based carers w
ill also

 take place 
h

ere du
rin

g th
e sch

o
o

l h
o

lidays. 

B
ish

o
p R

ich
ard believes th

e h
all w

ill n
o

t o
n

ly serve 
th

e sch
o

o
l bu

t also
 th

e su
rro

u
n

din
g co

m
m

u
n

ity.

H
e said: “I h

ave sto
o

d
 in

 th
e m

id
d

le o
f th

e h
all w

h
ich

 
co

n
sists o

f a b
ase, u

p
w

ard
 su

p
p

o
rts an

d
 a ro

o
f. T

h
ere 

are n
o

 w
alls, n

o
 w

in
d

o
w

s, n
o

 d
o

o
rs, n

o
 fu

rn
ish

in
g

s 
an

d
 n

o
 electricity b

ecau
se fu

n
d

in
g

 ran
 o

u
t several 

years ag
o

. T
h

e co
st o

f realisin
g

 th
e visio

n
 o

f 
b

u
ild

in
g

 th
e h

all, o
f co

m
p

letin
g

 th
e classro

o
m

s an
d

 
o
ffi

ce, is £
12,0

0
0

. I b
elieve as a D

io
cese, w

e can
 

raise th
at am

o
u

n
t th

ro
u

g
h

 o
u

r L
en

ten
 g

ivin
g

.”

To
 fin

d o
u

t m
o

re abo
u

t h
o

w
 to

 do
n

ate please co
n

tact 
V

ero
n

icaco
ttam

@
ch

u
rch

in
w

ales.o
rg.u

k.

P
lease n

o
te - ch

equ
es fo

r th
is w

o
rth

y cau
se sh

o
u

ld be m
ade o

u
t 

to
 th

e ‘B
ish

o
p’s M

issio
n

 an
d G

en
eral A

cco
u

n
t’ an

d sen
t care o

f M
rs 

V
ero

n
ica C

o
ttam

, B
ish

o
psto

w
, Sto

w
 H

ill, N
ew

po
rt, N

P20
 4EA

 alo
n

g 
w

ith
 a n

o
te m

arkin
g it fo

r th
e Len

ten
 A

ppeal.

Yo
u

r g
en

ero
u

s d
o

n
atio

n
s h

ave h
elp

ed
 in

itiatives su
ch

 as T
h

e San
ctu

ary P
ro

ject in
 N

ew
p

o
rt.

T
h

e pro
ject is n

o
w

 o
pen

 five days a w
eek an

d is 
develo

pin
g a ran

ge o
f activities to

 h
elp refu

gees an
d 

asylu
m

 seekers.

T
h

ese activities in
clu

de a w
o

o
dw

o
rk pro

ject w
h

ich
 

w
ill tu

rn
 recycled pallets into

 planters w
hich w

ill be 
donated to

 lo
cal schools and com

m
unity ven

u
es. T

h
e 

pro
ject is also

 h
o

pin
g to

 secu
re an

 allo
tm

en
t, w

h
ich

 
m

ean
s th

e plan
ters can

 be do
n

ated co
m

plete w
ith

 
h

o
m

egro
w

n
 flo

w
ers!

H
o

w
ever, it is th

e dem
an

d fo
r En

glish
 classes w

h
ich

 
is gro

w
in

g.

A
s Pro

ject M
an

ager Sarah
 C

ro
ft explain

ed:  
“E

n
g

lish
 classes are p

ro
vid

ed
 p

u
rely b

y a 
vo

lu
n

teer led
 team

 w
h

ich
 is ch

allen
g

in
g

. W
e h

ave 
u

sed
 yo

u
r d

o
n

atio
n

 to
 em

p
lo

y a p
art tim

e E
SO

L
 

teach
er. G

eo
rg

e is a refu
g

ee h
im

self fro
m

 U
g

an
d

a, 
h

e w
as a h

ead
teach

er in
 h

is h
o

m
e co

u
n

try an
d

 
h

ad
 vo

lu
n

teered
 w

ith
 u

s fo
r th

ree years teach
in

g
 

th
e m

en
. O

n
 receivin

g
 h

is refu
g

ee statu
s in

 20
16

 
h

e en
d

ed
 h

is vo
lu

n
teerin

g
 w

ith
 u

s in
 m

id
 20

17 to
 

co
n

cen
trate o

n
 secu

rin
g

 em
p

lo
ym

en
t. W

e are so
 

p
leased

 to
 w

elco
m

e h
im

 b
ack in

 a p
aid

 ro
le w

h
ich

 
h

e is ab
le to

 co
m

p
lete alo

n
g

sid
e h

is o
th

er 
em

p
lo

ym
en

t co
m

m
itm

en
ts at a lo

cal co
lleg

e.”

B
ish

o
p’s A

u
dit    

M
an

y o
f yo

u
 m

ay h
ave started to

 h
ear th

e w
o

rds ‘B
ish

o
p’s A

u
dit’ bein

g u
sed aro

u
n

d 
th

e D
io

cese an
d w

o
n

dered exactly w
h

at th
is is all abo

u
t. So

, w
e th

o
u

gh
t it w

as abo
u

t 
tim

e yo
u

 ‘h
eard it th

ro
u

gh
 th

e grapevin
e’. 

W
h

y is th
e B

ish
o

p’s A
u

d
it h

ap
p

en
in

g
? 

T
h

e B
ish

o
p w

o
u

ld like to
 en

co
u

rage every parish
, 

in
 every M

in
istry A

rea, to
 h

ave a visio
n

 fo
r its fu

tu
re. 

W
h

ere do
 yo

u
 see yo

u
r ch

u
rch

 in
 five years’ tim

e? 
T

h
e au

dit pro
cess en

ables th
e D

io
cese to

 h
elp 

M
in

istry A
reas to

 h
ave a stro

n
g base fo

r develo
pm

en
t 

an
d gro

w
th

 an
d h

elp ch
u

rch
es be su

stain
able an

d 
fit-fo

r-pu
rpo

se in
 th

e 21st cen
tu

ry. T
h

e u
n

derlyin
g 

pu
rpo

se o
f th

is pro
cess is n

o
t abo

u
t declin

e bu
t abo

u
t 

an
 ability to

 m
o

ve in
to

 m
o

dels o
f m

in
istry th

at w
ill 

be appro
priate fo

r fu
tu

re gen
eratio

n
s an

d th
at w

ill 
en

able m
o

re peo
ple to

 co
m

e to
 kn

o
w

 G
o

d.

W
h

at is th
e B

ish
o

p’s A
u

d
it? 

T
h

e B
ish

o
p’s A

u
dit is in

ten
ded as a h

ealth
 ch

eck fo
r 

M
in

istry A
reas. M

in
istry A

reas are a veh
icle to

 m
ake 

disciples an
d are n

o
t sim

ply an
 o

rgan
isatio

n
al exercise. 

T
h

e B
ish

o
p’s A

u
dit pro

cess w
as requ

ested by th
e 

M
in

istry A
rea Leaders so

 th
at th

ey co
u

ld en
su

re th
e 

n
ew

 M
in

istry A
reas gro

w
 an

d develo
p o

n
 stro

n
g 

fo
u

n
datio

n
s. W

e are carryin
g o

u
t five au

dit pro
cesses 

each
 year, over a five-year perio

d. T
h

e h
o

pe is th
at th

is 
w

ill be o
n

 a five-year ro
llin

g cycle in
 th

e fu
tu

re years.

T
h

e pro
cess is design

ed fo
r th

e B
ish

o
p an

d D
io

cesan
 

O
ffi

cers to
 m

eet a w
ide ran

ge o
f peo

ple w
ith

in
 each

 
M

in
istry A

rea. T
h

ere are tw
o

 o
ppo

rtu
n

ities fo
r peo

ple 
fro

m
 every parish

 to
 sh

are th
eir th

o
u

gh
ts an

d h
o

pes 
fo

r th
eir ch

u
rch

, askin
g fo

r th
e h

elp an
d su

ppo
rt 

th
at th

ey n
eed. Firstly, th

e B
ish

o
p leads a team

 to
 

visit each
 ch

u
rch

 in
 th

e M
in

istry A
rea an

d th
en

 th
e 

D
io

cesan
 O

ffi
cers h

o
ld an

 even
in

g m
eetin

g w
ith

 

th
e parish

 o
ffi

cers. Fo
llo

w
in

g th
is co

n
su

ltatio
n

 an
d 

in
fo

rm
atio

n
 gath

erin
g stage, a repo

rt w
ill be pro

vided 
settin

g o
u

t a n
u

m
ber o

f reco
m

m
en

datio
n

s fo
r each

 
M

in
istry A

rea. T
h

is repo
rt w

ill co
ver everyth

in
g fro

m
 

w
o

rsh
ip, bu

ildin
gs an

d fin
an

ce, to
 m

issio
n

, yo
u

n
g 

peo
ple an

d co
m

m
u

n
icatio

n
s.

T
h

e B
ish

o
p’s A

u
dit is in

ten
ded to

 be a ch
allen

gin
g 

an
d w

ide-ran
gin

g pro
cess. T

h
e B

ish
o

p w
ill be askin

g 
h

is peo
ple to

 reach
 o

u
t in

 th
eir co

m
m

u
n

ities an
d to

 
h

elp gro
w

 th
e Kin

gdo
m

 o
f G

o
d. Lay peo

ple w
ill be 

en
co

u
raged to

 get m
o

re in
vo

lved in
 th

eir ch
u

rch
es 

an
d co

m
m

u
n

ities, beco
m

in
g th

e peo
ple th

at G
o

d 
call u

s to
 be. W

h
ilst so

m
e parish

es an
d M

in
istry 

A
reas w

ill be faced w
ith

 so
m

e h
ard ch

o
ices abo

u
t 

th
e fu

tu
re an

d su
stain

ability o
f th

eir ch
u

rch
 bu

ildin
g, 

th
e D

io
cesan

 team
 w

ill be th
ere to

 h
elp an

d su
ppo

rt 
th

em
. D

u
rin

g th
e first year after a M

in
istry A

rea h
as 

h
ad its B

ish
o

p’s A
u

dit, it w
ill be th

e prio
rity fo

r su
ppo

rt 
an

d gran
t-fu

n
din

g so
 th

at th
ey h

ave th
e best start 

em
barkin

g o
n

 th
e B

ish
o

p’s reco
m

m
en

datio
n

s. T
h

e 
D

io
cesan

 staff
 w

ill also
 h

elp an
d su

ppo
rt M

in
istry 

A
reas in

 im
plem

en
tin

g th
e reco

m
m

en
datio

n
s th

at 
h

ave been
 m

ade by pro
vidin

g advice an
d reso

u
rces, 

to
 em

po
w

er ch
u

rch
es to

 em
brace th

e fu
tu

re. 

So
 far, U

sk an
d Lo

w
er Islw

yn
 M

in
istry A

reas h
ave h

ad 
th

eir B
ish

o
p’s A

u
dits an

d M
ago

r an
d N

ew
po

rt East 
M

in
istry A

reas are part w
ay th

ro
u

gh
 th

e pro
cess. T

h
e 

n
ext M

in
istry A

rea th
at th

e B
ish

o
p w

ill be visitin
g is 

B
assaleg in

 Sprin
g 2018. 

C
h

ild
ren

 fro
m

 th
e M

ayflo
w

er Sch
o

o
l

T
h

e cu
rren

t sch
o

o
l b

u
ild

in
g is u

n
su

itable
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0
6

‘Life fo
r peo

ple, life at its best’
T

h
e first th

in
g yo

u
 n

o
tice w

h
en

 yo
u

 visit T
h

e Livin
g 

R
o

o
m

 (ap
art fro

m
 th

e go
rgeo

u
s sm

ell o
f cakes 

bakin
g) is th

e w
arm

th
 o

f th
e w

elco
m

e yo
u

 receive. 

C
eleb

ratin
g its tw

o
-year an

n
iversary in

 A
p

ril, th
e 

p
ro

ject based
 in

 th
e Parish

 o
f B

ed
w

ellty an
d

 N
ew

 
Tred

egar h
as go

n
e fro

m
 stren

gth
-to

-stren
gth

, even
 

w
in

n
in

g a C
aerph

illy B
u

sin
ess Fo

ru
m

 aw
ard

s in
 

reco
gn

itio
n

 o
f th

e co
n

trib
u

tio
n

 it m
akes to

 th
e ru

ral 
co

m
m

u
n

ity. 

R
ev Leah

 Ph
ilb

rick h
ead

s-u
p

 th
e co

m
m

u
n

ity co
ff

ee 
sh

o
p, b

u
t ad

m
its it w

as scary to
 take o

n
 su

ch
 a 

p
ro

ject an
d

 b
elieves its su

ccess is h
u

gely d
ep

en
d

an
t 

o
n

 th
e team

 o
f d

ed
icated

 co
lleagu

es an
d

 vo
lu

n
teers 

w
h

o
 co

n
trib

u
ted

 to
 its set u

p
 an

d
 o

n
 go

in
g activity; 

w
ith

o
u

t th
em

 T
h

e Livin
g R

o
o

m
 w

o
u

ld
n’t exist. 

R
ev Leah

 said
: “W

e h
ave a fan

tastic team
 o

f 
vo

lu
n

teers –
 G

o
d

 ten
d

s to
 sen

d
 th

e rig
h

t p
eo

p
le 

at th
e rig

h
t tim

e! Yes, th
ere are ch

allen
g

es an
d

 
sleep

less n
ig

h
ts, b

u
t yo

u
 h

ave to
 fo

cu
s o

n
 yo

u
r 

faith
 an

d
 rem

em
b

er th
at G

o
d

 is at w
o

rk.” 

T
h

e Livin
g R

o
o

m
 is in

sp
ired

 by Jesu
s’ p

ro
m

ise o
f 

‘Life fo
r p

eo
ple, life at its b

est’. It aim
s to

 p
ro

vid
e 

a kin
d

 o
f ‘livin

g ro
o

m
’ w

h
ich

 w
ill lead

 to
 lastin

g 
im

p
ro

vem
en

ts in
 h

ealth
 an

d
 w

ell-b
ein

g o
f its 

co
m

m
u

n
ities. It d

o
es th

is th
ro

u
gh

 o
ff

erin
g to

 
o

n
e an

o
th

er th
e gift o

f tim
e –

 in
 a b

eau
tifu

l an
d

 
h

o
sp

itable en
viro

n
m

en
t, w

h
ere skills an

d
 co

n
fid

en
ce 

can
 b

e d
evelo

p
ed

 an
d

 so
lu

tio
n

s fo
u

n
d

 to
 th

e 
ch

allen
ges w

e face. 

H
o

u
sed

 at a fo
rm

er ph
arm

acy b
u

ild
in

g in
 th

e to
w

n
, 

clo
se to

 St D
in

gats ch
u

rch
 in

 N
ew

 Tred
egar, T

h
e 

Livin
g R

o
o

m
 feels like a h

u
b

 o
f th

e co
m

m
u

n
ity. 

Fro
m

 p
o

ets to
 to

d
d

lers, th
e m

o
rn

in
g I sp

en
t th

ere 
w

as in
clu

sive, b
u

stlin
g an

d
 frien

d
ly. Even

 th
o

se w
h

o
 

d
id

n’t co
m

e th
ro

u
gh

 th
e d

o
o

rs, sto
p

p
ed

 to
 read

 th
e 

n
o

tices o
n

 p
o

sters in
 th

e w
in

d
o

w
. 

R
ev Leah

, said
: “T

h
is is w

h
ere life is! I th

in
k lo

ts 
o

f p
ro

jects h
ave b

een
 set u

p
 to

 ‘fi
x’ co

m
m

u
n

ities 
in

 th
e V

alleys an
d

 failed
. It is easy to

 g
et b

o
g

g
ed

 
d

o
w

n
 an

d
 feel trap

p
ed

 in
 th

e n
eg

ative sto
ry –

 yet 
o

u
r visio

n
 is to

 lo
ve yo

u
r co

m
m

u
n

ity –
 w

h
atever 

it lo
o

ks like. G
rab

b
in

g
 h

o
ld

 o
f th

e im
m

en
se lo

ve o
f 

G
o

d
 an

d
 seein

g
 w

ith
 K

in
g

d
o

m
 eyes th

at w
e h

ave a 
b

ig
g

er an
d

 b
etter sto

ry. A
 p

lace like th
is g

ives h
o

p
e 

to
 co

m
m

u
n

ities.” 

T
h

e n
eed

 fo
r a ‘h

u
b’ o

u
tsid

e th
e ch

u
rch

 w
alls h

ad
 

b
een

 talked
 ab

o
u

t lo
n

g b
efo

re Leah
 arrived

 as 
C

o
m

m
u

n
ity C

h
aplain

 to
w

ard
s th

e en
d

 o
f 2014.  

Sh
e explain

s: “St D
in

g
ats w

as b
eco

m
in

g
 

u
n

su
stain

ab
le to

 p
ro

vid
e th

e really g
o

o
d

 
co

m
m

u
n

ity
 w

o
rk b

ein
g

 d
o

n
e an

d
 n

eed
ed

 to
 b

e 
refu

rb
ish

ed
. In

 th
e m

ean
tim

e th
ey

 w
ere in

cred
ib

ly 
b

rave to
 lo

o
k fo

r an
o

th
er sp

ace –
 it co

u
ld

 scare a 
lo

t o
f p

eo
p

le. B
u

t w
o

rkin
g

 w
ith

 R
ev R

o
sie D

ym
o

n
d

 
an

d
 th

e team
, w

e h
ave acco

m
p

lish
ed

 m
o

re th
an

 
w

e co
u

ld
 h

ave h
o

p
ed

 fo
r at th

e o
u

tset. 

“T
h

e p
arish

 h
as alw

ays h
ad

 really
 g

o
o

d
 

relatio
n

sh
ip

s w
ith

 th
e lo

cal co
u

n
cil an

d
 a 

g
o

o
d

 track reco
rd

 w
ith

 en
g

ag
in

g
 w

ith
 o

th
er 

o
rg

an
isatio

n
s g

en
erally an

d
 a g

ran
t fro

m
 

C
aerp

h
illy R

eg
en

eratio
n

 Fu
n

d
 kick-started

 th
e 

p
ro

ject an
d

 p
ro

vid
ed

 fu
n

d
s to

 refu
rb

ish
 th

e 
b

u
ild

in
g

 an
d

 secu
re ru

n
n

in
g

 co
sts.” 

Fro
m

 p
o

etry an
d

 cu
rry n

igh
ts, w

h
ittlin

g sessio
n

s, 
back m

assages, W
ed

n
esd

ay w
alks to

 sellin
g o

u
t fo

o
d

 
festivals, th

e Livin
g R

o
o

m
 is alread

y d
evelo

p
in

g a 
b

u
sy d

iary –
 b

u
t th

e activities are b
ein

g d
evelo

p
ed

 
in

 su
p

p
o

rt o
f th

e w
id

er M
akin

g Sp
aces Pro

ject, 
w

h
ich

 h
as also

 recen
tly w

o
n

 n
atio

n
al reco

gn
itio

n
 

fro
m

 th
e C

h
ristian

 Fu
n

d
ers Fo

ru
m

 A
w

ard
. 

A
s Leah

 explain
ed

: “T
h

e M
akin

g
 Sp

aces P
ro

ject 
isn

’t ab
o

u
t o

n
e p

lace o
r o

n
e activity - is a sp

iritu
al 

fram
ew

o
rk, a p

attern
 fo

r life, m
in

istry an
d

 m
issio

n
, 

w
h

ich
 creates sp

ace to
 exp

lo
re life in

 all its g
lo

ry 
–

 sp
ace fo

r p
rayer, sp

ace fo
r listen

in
g

, creative 
sp

ace, g
reen

 sp
ace etc. N

o
w

 th
e P

arish
 h

as th
ree 

ch
u

rch
 b

u
ild

in
g

s; St D
in

g
at’s, St San

n
an

’s an
d

 
St P

eter’s, an
d

 a h
u

b
 in

 th
e co

m
m

u
n

ity, each
 

u
n

iq
u

ely
 p

laced
 to

 reach
 o

u
t in

 d
iff

eren
t w

ays. 

“Fo
r exam

p
le, o

u
r W

ed
n

esd
ay W

alks reaw
aken

 
o

u
r lo

ve o
f creatio

n
 an

d
 b

rin
g

s u
s clo

ser to
 th

e 
h

eart o
f G

o
d

 an
d

 o
u

r p
o

etry
 n

ig
h

ts g
ive u

s sp
ace 

to
 exp

lo
re o

u
r creative sid

e –
 b

u
t also

 to
 exp

ress 
feelin

g
s an

d
 sh

are sto
ries w

ith
 o

th
ers w

h
ich

 
m

ay
b

e w
e o

th
erw

ise w
o

u
ld

n
’t.” 

Leah
 h

o
p

es to
 d

evelo
p

 an
d

 en
co

u
rage m

o
re 

activities at T
h

e Livin
g R

o
o

m
 an

d
 th

at it co
n

tin
u

es 
to

 b
e a place o

f h
o

p
e fo

r th
e co

m
m

u
n

ity. Sh
e also

 
h

o
p

es to
 see th

e M
akin

g Sp
ace Pro

ject o
p

en
 n

ew
 

sp
aces fo

r en
co

u
n

terin
g G

o
d

 th
ro

u
gh

o
u

t th
e Parish

. 

Sh
e said

: “W
e can

 all fo
cu

s o
n

 th
e n

eg
atives an

d
 

th
e areas w

h
ere w

e are stru
g

g
lin

g
 an

d
 let th

at b
e 

o
u

r sto
ry –

 o
r w

e can
 fo

cu
s o

n
 o

u
r h

o
p

e in
 C

h
rist 

an
d

 o
u

r p
o

ten
tial, g

ath
erin

g
 frien

d
s an

d
 co

m
m

u
n

ity 
aro

u
n

d
 th

e tran
sfo

rm
in

g
 sto

ry o
f th

e K
in

g
d

o
m

. I 
kn

o
w

 w
h

ich
 sto

ry
 I w

o
u

ld
 w

an
t to

 b
e p

art o
f!” 

R
ev Leah

 (l) sh
ares a cu

p
p

a 

V
o

lu
n

teers D
ian

e an
d

 Ju
lie 

m
ake great cakes an

d
 so

u
p

s

Tap
estry reflects ‘creative sp

ace’
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8

A
 w

ealth
 o

f h
isto

ry 
acro

ss o
u

r ch
u

rch
es

T
h

e D
io

cese o
f M

o
n

m
o

u
th

 h
as 171 ch

u
rch

 
b

u
ild

in
gs an

d
 all h

ave so
m

e featu
res o

f b
eau

ty 
o

r in
terest. So

m
e are o

p
en

 an
d

 w
elco

m
in

g to
 

visito
rs, o

th
ers are kep

t lo
cked

 o
u

tsid
e o

f service 
tim

es. So
m

etim
es o

u
r ch

u
rch

es w
ill b

e sim
ply th

e 
sh

elter fo
r o

u
r m

issio
n

 activities, b
u

t th
ey can

 also
 

b
e a p

o
w

erfu
l m

issio
n

al to
o

l in
 th

eir o
w

n
 righ

t.  

M
an

y o
f o

u
r ch

u
rch

es w
o

u
ld

 h
ave b

een
 aw

e-
in

sp
irin

g to
 th

e su
rro

u
n

d
in

g p
o

p
u

latio
n

s w
h

en
 th

ey 
w

ere b
u

ilt an
d

 are still b
reath

-takin
g fo

r u
s to

d
ay. 

T
h

ese b
u

ild
in

gs retain
 a sp

ecial atm
o

sph
ere th

at 
can

n
o

t b
e fo

u
n

d
 in

 an
y o

th
er typ

e o
f b

u
ild

in
gs. W

e 
h

ave a resp
o

n
sib

ility, as gu
ard

ian
s o

f th
ese 

ch
u

rch
es, to

 keep
 th

e b
u

ild
in

gs o
p

en
 so

 th
at lo

cals 
an

d
 to

u
rists alike can

 en
co

u
n

ter th
e d

eep
 sp

iritu
ality 

th
ese ch

u
rch

es retain
. T

h
ey o

ff
er a san

ctu
ary o

f 
p

eace th
at is rare in

 m
o

d
ern

 life.   

If w
e lo

o
k after o

u
r b

u
ild

in
gs w

ell an
d

 keep
 th

em
 

o
p

en
 to

 visito
rs, th

ey co
u

ld
 b

e places w
h

ere p
eo

ple 
w

h
o

 d
o

 n
o

t u
su

ally atten
d

 ch
u

rch
 services can

 
en

co
u

n
ter G

o
d

. 

R
ev D

ean
 Lister said

: “A
re p

eo
ple likely, w

h
en

 th
ey 

en
ter yo

u
r ch

u
rch

, to
 react like Jaco

b
 d

id
 at B

eth
el 

(G
en

esis 28.17), “H
o

w
 aw

eso
m

e is th
is p

lace! T
h

is 
is n

o
n

e o
th

er th
an

 th
e h

o
u

se o
f G

o
d

. T
h

is is th
e 

g
ate o

f h
eaven

.” T
h

eo
lo

gian
 Pau

l T
illich

 said
 th

at a 
ch

u
rch

 b
u

ild
in

g sh
o

u
ld

 en
able th

e ‘exp
erien

ce o
f th

e 
p

resen
ce o

f h
o

ly…
 even

 b
efo

re an
yth

in
g else 

h
ap

p
en

s w
ith

in
 th

e sp
ace.’

T
h

e N
o

rm
an

 A
rch

 –
 

St W
o

o
lo

s C
ath

ed
ral, N

ew
p

o
rt

T
h

e pillars, m
o

st agree fro
m

 
th

eir style, are R
o

m
an

, an
d m

ay 
h

ave been
 bro

u
gh

t fro
m

 
C

aerleo
n

 to
 reu

se in
 creatin

g 
th

e arch
 aro

u
n

d 1080.

T
h

e C
o

rin
th

ian
 capitals display 

a co
m

plex series o
f n

aive 
carvin

gs w
h

ich
 h

ave n
ever 

been
 satisfacto

rily in
terpreted. 

O
n

ly tw
o

 sides are seen
, an

d it 
lo

o
ks as if large leaves h

ave been
 cu

t aw
ay to

 
in

tro
du

ce religio
u

s su
bjects su

ch
 as, o

n
 o

n
e side, th

e 
C

reatio
n

, an
d th

e Trin
ity; o

n
 th

e o
th

er, po
ssibly, a 

represen
tatio

n
 o

f th
e expu

lsio
n

 fro
m

 Paradise. A
 qu

ite 
differen

t in
terpretatio

n
 sees th

e carvin
gs as a series o

f 
scen

es depictin
g N

o
ah

 an
d th

e Flo
o

d.

T
h

e ch
u

rch
 w

as, aro
u

n
d th

is tim
e, given

 to
 th

e A
bbey 

o
f G

lo
u

cester, so
 it m

ay h
ave been

 th
e m

o
n

ks w
h

o
 

created o
r co

m
m

issio
n

ed th
e arch

w
ay, an

d th
e n

ave 
itself. T

h
e deco

ratio
n

s o
n

 th
e arch

 itself are rem
arkable 

fo
r th

eir state o
f preservatio

n
, w

h
ich

 seem
 acco

u
n

ted 
fo

r by th
e fact th

at is an
 in

tern
al en

tran
cew

ay an
d th

u
s 

h
as n

ever been
 su

bjected to
 th

e fo
rces o

f n
atu

re. If yo
u

 
visit th

e cath
edral, pau

se an
d exam

in
e th

e carvin
gs ... 

perh
aps yo

u
 can

 perceive yet an
o

th
er in

terpretatio
n

!

To
m

b
s at St M

ary’s, C
h

ep
sto

w
St M

ary’s C
h

epsto
w

 co
n

tain
s an

 
in

terestin
g co

llectio
n

 o
f to

m
b 

an
d m

u
ral m

o
n

u
m

en
ts, tw

o
 o

f 
w

h
ich

 tell fascin
atin

g sto
ries o

f 
ro

yal an
d po

litical in
trigu

e. 
W

ith
in

 th
e w

est po
rch

 is th
e 

to
m

b o
f H

en
ry M

arten
, clo

se 
frien

d o
f O

liver C
ro

m
w

ell, an
d 

sign
ato

ry to
 C

h
arles I’s death

 
w

arran
t. M

arten
 w

as im
priso

n
ed 

in
 C

h
epsto

w
 C

astle, in
 th

e to
w

er th
at still bears h

is 
n

am
e, u

n
til h

is death
 in

 1680.

T
h

e to
m

b o
f H

en
ry So

m
erset, (2n

d Earl o
f W

o
rcester) 

an
d h

is w
ife Elizabeth

 B
ro

w
n

e is large an
d im

pressive 
attestin

g to
 th

eir w
ealth

 an
d statu

s. Elizabeth
 B

ro
w

n
e 

w
as Lady-in

-W
aitin

g to
 A

n
n

e B
o

leyn
 an

d testified 
again

st h
er, claim

in
g sh

e en
gaged in

 n
u

m
ero

u
s 

adu
ltero

u
s acts w

ith
 m

en
 in

clu
din

g M
ark Sm

eato
n

, 
H

en
ry N

o
rris an

d even
 th

e Q
u

een’s o
w

n
 bro

th
er, 

G
eo

rge B
o

leyn
. In

trigu
in

g, sh
o

rtly after h
elpin

g to
 

co
n

vict th
e Q

u
een

, an
d w

h
ile A

n
n

e B
o

leyn
 w

as 
lo

cked in
 th

e To
w

er o
f Lo

n
do

n
 aw

aitin
g h

er 
execu

tio
n

, Elizabeth
 B

ro
w

n
e gave birth

 to
 a dau

gh
ter 

an
d n

am
ed h

er A
n

n
e. Perh

aps in
 m

em
o

ry o
f th

e 
Q

u
een

 sh
e betrayed. 

H
ealin

g
 sto

n
e at C

h
ristch

u
rch

T
h

e in
scriptio

n
 o

n
 th

e 
sto

n
e tran

slates as: 
“H

ere lie Jo
h

n
 C

o
lm

er 
an

d Isabella, h
is w

ife, 
w

h
o

 dies in
 th

e year o
f 

th
e Lo

rd 1376, u
po

n
 

w
h

o
se so

u
ls m

ay G
o

d 
h

ave m
ercy. A

m
en”

T
h

e sto
n

e w
as claim

ed to
 h

ave h
ealin

g po
w

ers an
d 

u
n

til th
e 19th

C
en

tu
ry, sick ch

ildren
 an

d o
th

ers w
ere 

bro
u

gh
t to

 th
e ch

u
rch

 an
d lay u

po
n

 th
e sto

n
e all 

n
igh

t. C
o

xe, th
e M

o
n

m
o

u
th

sh
ire h

isto
rian

, reco
rds 

th
at th

e sick pilgrim
s w

ere cu
red o

f th
eir affl

ictio
n

s. 
A

n
o

th
er traveller, D

o
n

o
van

, w
rites th

at h
e visited th

e 
ch

u
rch

 in
 180

3 an
d saw

 a yo
u

n
g m

an
 in

 a n
igh

t-cap 
lyin

g o
n

 th
e sto

n
e, su

rro
u

n
ded by h

is fam
ily an

d 
frien

ds, w
h

o
 w

ere prayin
g fo

r h
is reco

very.

Stain
ed

 g
lass w

in
d

o
w

 d
ep

ictin
g an

 ato
m

ic 
bo

m
b at St Peter’s, Llan

d
evau

d
O

n
 th

e N
o

rth
 w

all, th
e w

in
do

w
 

“T
h

e R
isen

 Ligh
t o

f C
h

rist” –
 ‘I h

ave 
set befo

re yo
u

 life an
d death

, 
th

erefo
re ch

o
o

se life’, w
as 

dedicated in
 1963 as gift o

f paren
ts 

o
f a servin

g so
ldier in

 W
o

rld W
ar 

Tw
o

. A
n

 u
n

u
su

al featu
re is its 

depictio
n

 o
f th

e m
u

sh
ro

o
m

 clo
u

d 
o

f an
 ato

m
 bo

m
b.

It is strikin
g design

, described as 
“th

e risen
 C

h
rist in

 glo
ry, o

ver a 
darken

ed w
o

rld, co
n

trasted in
 po

w
ers w

ith
 th

at o
f an

 
ato

m
ic explo

sio
n

 (th
e m

u
sh

ro
o

m
 clo

u
d). D

esign
ed 

an
d m

ade at a tim
e o

f fear an
d u

n
certain

ty in
 

in
tern

atio
n

al relatio
n

s, it is a po
sitive statem

en
t o

f th
e 

triu
m

ph
 o

f faith
, h

o
pe an

d life.”

B
o

x p
ew

s at St M
ary’s, N

ash
T

h
e spire o

f St M
ary’s is 

a lan
dm

ark fo
r m

an
y 

m
iles aro

u
n

d. T
h

e 
to

w
er is u

n
u

su
ally 

lo
cated o

n
 th

e n
o

rth
 

side o
f th

e n
ave, 

h
o

w
ever, th

e glo
ry o

f 
th

is ch
u

rch
 is th

e 
in

terio
r fittin

gs. T
h

e 
ch

u
rch

 featu
res a co

m
plete set o

f 18th
 C

en
tu

ry 
fu

rn
ish

in
gs –

 bo
x pew

s, a th
ree decker pu

lpit (w
ith

 
So

u
n

din
g bo

ard) an
d a W

estern
 G

allery. B
o

x pew
s 

w
ere replaced by ben

ch
 pew

s by th
e m

id 19th
 C

en
tu

ry 
an

d o
n

ly a few
 exam

ples rem
ain

 acro
ss th

e co
u

n
try.

W
o

o
d

en
 Jesse Fig

u
re  

at St M
ary’s, A

b
ergaven

n
y

T
h

is w
o

rld-fam
o

u
s carvin

g, 
w

h
ich

 dates back to
 th

e 15th
 

C
en

tu
ry, n

o
w

 sits ben
eath

 a 
specially co

m
m

issio
n

ed 
co

m
m

em
o

rative w
in

do
w

.

T
h

e Jesse Effi
gy is a larger-

th
an

-life figu
re w

h
ich

 o
n

ce 
fo

rm
ed th

e base o
f an

 in
tricate 

an
d elabo

rate ‘Fam
ily tree’ 

co
n

stru
ctio

n
 depictin

g th
e 

lin
eage o

f Jesu
s C

h
rist - a direct 

descen
dan

t o
f Jesse, fath

er o
f Kin

g D
avid.

So
-called ‘Jesse figu

res’ an
d ‘Jesse trees’ are n

o
t 

u
n

co
m

m
o

n
 in

 sto
n

e an
d stain

ed glass, bu
t th

e 
A

bergaven
n

y exam
ple is th

e o
n

ly w
o

o
den

 o
n

e in
 th

e 
U

K –
 an

d po
ssibly th

e w
o

rld.

It w
as carved fro

m
 a sin

gle piece o
f o

ak aro
u

n
d th

e 
tim

e C
o

lu
m

bu
s w

as h
eadin

g o
u

t in
to

 th
e 

u
n

disco
vered w

o
rld beyo

n
d th

e A
tlan

tic an
d w

o
u

ld 
o

rigin
ally h

ave been
 aro

u
n

d 9 - 10
 m

etres tall.

M
ed

ieval w
all p

ain
tin

g
s  

at St C
yb

i’s, Llan
gyb

iT
h

e o
rigin

al sto
n

e bu
ildin

g 
w

as co
n

siderably en
larged in

 
th

e 15th
 C

en
tu

ry, an
d large 

w
all pain

tin
gs ado

rn
ed th

e 
w

alls, pro
bably datin

g fro
m

 
1450

-1480. Fascin
atin

g 
alteratio

n
s h

ave been
 m

ade 
to

 th
e ch

u
rch

 o
ver th

e 
cen

tu
ries, in

clu
din

g th
e 

pain
tin

gs, w
h

ich
 h

ave been
 

pain
ted o

ver an
d text w

ritten
 

o
ver th

e to
p. H

o
w

ever, th
er h

ave been
 u

n
co

vered 
o

ver tim
e an

d clean
ed.

T
h

e earliest pain
tin

g is th
o

u
gh

t to
 date fro

m
 1480

 an
d 

depicts a w
arn

in
g to

 Sabbath
 breakers illu

strated by 
th

e to
o

ls o
f vario

u
s trades o

f th
e perio

d in
 th

e cen
tre 

o
f w

h
ich

 is th
e figu

re o
f C

h
rist.

A
n

o
th

er pain
in

g sh
o

w
s St M

ich
ael an

d th
e V

irgin
 

M
ary w

ith
 th

e scales o
f ju

stice an
d m

ercy betw
een

 
th

em
. T

h
is w

as partly o
bscu

red by a later m
u

ral o
f an

 
o

pen
 bo

o
k sh

o
w

in
g th

e Ten
 C

o
m

m
an

dm
en

ts.

A
n

o
th

er m
u

ral sh
o

w
s th

e A
po

stles C
reed w

h
ich

 w
as 

clean
ed an

d resto
red du

rin
g th

e 1980
s.

R
o

m
an

 altar  
at St Steph

en
 an

d
 St Tath

an
, C

aerw
en

t
A

s yo
u

 step th
ro

u
gh

 th
e po

rch
 

do
o

r o
f St. Steph

en’s an
d St. 

Tath
an’s, C

aerw
en

t Parish
 

C
h

u
rch

, yo
u

 w
ill n

o
tice tw

o
 

an
cien

t sto
n

es, w
ith

 latin
 

in
scriptio

n
s. T

h
e larger sto

n
e 

refered to
 as th

e Pau
lin

u
s sto

n
e.

A
lso

 a sm
aller sto

n
e set in

 an
 

alco
ve. T

h
is sto

n
e is believed to

 
be an

 A
ltar Sto

n
e dedicated to

 
th

e G
o

d, M
ars O

celu
s. T

h
e A

ltar 
sto

n
e is th

o
u

gh
t to

 belo
n

g to
 a R

o
m

an
 m

ilitary o
ffi

cer.

T
h

e in
scriptio

n
 reads: 

‘D
EO

 M
A

RT
I O

C
ELO

 A
EL A

G
V

ST
IN

V
S O

P V
SLM

’ 

Tran
slates to

:
‘Fo

r th
e go

d
 M

artiu
s O

celu
s, A

eliu
s A

u
gu

stin
u

s th
e 

O
p

tio
, w

illin
gly an

d
 d

eserved
ly fu

lfilled
 h

is vo
w

.’
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10 Ty Price H
all  

- it’s a co
m

m
u

n
ity th

in
g!

T
h

e n
ew

 Ty Price H
all at 

O
verm

o
nnow

 is certainly living up 
to

 its visio
n

 o
f bein

g m
o

re th
an

 a 
church hall –

 by becom
ing an invaluable 

reso
u

rce sh
ared w

ith
 its co

m
m

u
n

ity.

In
 fact, w

h
en

 it o
pen

ed last Ju
ly, B

ish
o

p 
R

ich
ard didn’t ‘bless’ th

e bu
ildin

g, bu
t 

blessed th
e co

n
gregatio

n
 an

d 
co

m
m

issio
n

ed th
e peo

ple to
 u

se th
e 

h
all as a reso

u
rce fo

r bu
ildin

g a 
co

m
m

u
n

ity o
f lo

ve an
d service.

R
ev C

an
o

n
 D

avid M
cG

laddery, said: “T
h

e ‘ch
u

rch
’ is 

th
e n

am
e w

e u
se to

 g
ive id

en
tity to

 th
o

se w
h

o
 are 

u
n

ited
 in

 a p
assio

n
 to

 sh
are o

u
r b

elief th
at G

o
d

’s 
lo

ve is ab
le to

 b
rin

g
 ab

o
u

t ch
an

g
e. C

h
an

g
e fo

r th
e 

b
etter in

 so
ciety –

 w
h

ere p
eo

p
le are accep

ted
, 

in
clu

d
ed

 an
d

 lo
ved

; fo
rg

iven
 an

d
 h

ealed
.

“O
u

r jo
b

, as th
e C

h
u

rch
 o

f C
h

rist –
 th

e Jesu
s 

M
o

vem
en

t –
 is to

 fi
n

d
 o

u
t w

h
at G

o
d

 is d
o

in
g

, in
 o

u
r 

lo
calities an

d
 jo

in
 in

.

“T
y P

rice w
ill h

elp
 u

s in
 servin

g
 th

is co
m

m
u

n
ity o

f 
O

verm
o

n
n

o
w

 –
 fi

n
d

in
g

 o
u

t w
h

at are o
u

r 
co

m
m

u
n

ity’s n
eed

s an
d

 g
ivin

g
 p

ractical h
elp

 an
d

 
p

ractical su
p

p
o

rt to
 h

elp
 stren

g
th

en
 o

u
r 

co
m

m
u

n
ity life to

g
eth

er.” 

T
h

e o
ld ch

u
rch

 h
all at St T

h
o

m
as’ h

ad beco
m

e 
u

n
su

itable fo
r its ren

ew
ed visio

n
 o

f servin
g th

e 
co

m
m

u
n

ity an
d w

as in
 a po

o
r state o

f repair. A
fter 

alm
o

st 10
 years o

f prayer, fu
n

d raisin
g, plan

n
in

g an
d 

su
ccessfu

l gran
t applicatio

n
s, it becam

e po
ssible to

 
dem

o
lish

 th
e o

ld h
all an

d rebu
ild it in

 a w
ay th

at w
o

u
ld 

provide a pleasan
t, co

m
fo

rtable an
d practical facility to

 
en

able G
o

d’s peo
ple o

f St T
h

o
m

as’ to
 do

 G
o

d’s w
o

rk.  

R
ev D

avid, said: “W
e w

ere very g
ratefu

l fo
r th

e 
su

p
p

o
rt fro

m
 th

e W
elsh

 G
o

vern
m

en
t w

h
o

 aw
ard

ed
 

th
e p

ro
ject £

34
0

,0
0

0
 g

ran
t an

d
 th

e am
azin

g
 eff

o
rts 

o
f th

e w
h

o
le co

n
g

reg
atio

n
 an

d
 th

e o
th

er lo
cal 

g
en

ero
u

s d
o

n
o

rs.”

Ty Price n
am

ed after T
h

e R
ev C

an
o

n
 N

o
rm

an
 Price, 

w
h

o
 w

as vicar o
f St T

h
o

m
as, in

 O
verm

o
n

n
o

w
, fo

r 29 
years fro

m
 1963 to

 1992. H
e w

as th
e last vicar to

 
refu

rbish
 th

e o
ld h

all as a co
m

m
u

n
ity reso

u
rce (bu

t 
certain

ly n
o

t th
e last vicar w

h
o

 w
an

ted to
 develo

p 
th

e h
all fu

rth
er). N

o
rm

an
 is rem

em
bered fo

r sayin
g 

tw
o

 th
in

gs, o
ften

: “Sh
o

w
 p

eo
p

le G
o

d
’s lo

ve an
d

 yo
u

 
w

o
n

’t g
o

 far w
ro

n
g

. It is all ab
o

u
t lo

ve.” A
n

d
, also

: 
“R

em
em

b
er, h

ave faith
!”

R
ev D

avid, said: “T
h

ese are g
o

o
d

 w
o

rd
s to

 h
o

ld
 o

n
 to

, 
as w

e b
eg

in
 o

u
r p

ro
ject o

f servin
g

 th
e co

m
m

u
n

ity.

“It is all ab
o

u
t sh

arin
g

 th
at L

O
V

E
, sp

o
ken

 o
f b

y 
C

an
o

n
 N

o
rm

an
 P

rice, after w
h

o
m

, w
e h

ave ch
o

sen
 

to
 n

am
e th

is co
m

m
u

n
ity reso

u
rce.”

Ty Price already h
as a packed diary o

f even
ts 

in
clu

din
g lu

n
ch

 clu
bs, dro

p-in
 sessio

n
s, o

pen
 yo

u
th

 
w

o
rk, sen

io
r citizen

s gro
u

p, co
u

n
cillo

r su
rgeries, 

h
o

m
ew

o
rk clu

b, M
IN

D
 gro

u
ps (m

en
tal h

ealth
 

su
ppo

rt), H
o

m
estart (su

ppo
rt fo

r fam
ilies), co

ffee 
m

o
rn

in
gs, ch

u
rch

 activities an
d m

o
re. 

To
 fin

d o
u

t m
o

re abo
u

t w
h

at’s go
in

g o
n

 visit  
w

w
w

.typ
riceh

all.co
.u

k

W
elco

m
e to

 th
e team

A
 n

ew
 face h

as jo
in

ed th
e D

io
cesan

 team
 –

  
w

ell, m
aybe n

o
t n

ew
 to

 so
m

e o
f yo

u
!

G
rap

evin
e w

o
u

ld like to
 w

elco
m

e back V
icki 

B
rackpo

o
l w

h
o

 h
as retu

rn
ed as a part-tim

e C
h

ildren
, 

Yo
u

th
 an

d Fam
ilies M

in
istry A

dviso
r –

 after several 
years aw

ay to
 raise a fam

ily.

Sh
e says: “M

y h
eart is still in

 m
issio

n
 an

d
 sh

arin
g

 
Jesu

s w
ith

 th
o

se aro
u

n
d

 u
s o

n
 a d

ay to
 d

ay b
asis 

th
ro

u
g

h
 th

e w
ay w

e live o
u

r lives o
u

t as w
ell as 

th
ro

u
g

h
 o

th
er m

ean
s su

ch
 as services, stu

d
ies in

 
cafes an

d
 b

eyo
n

d
. I am

 excited
 to

 b
e retu

rn
in

g
 to

 
th

e d
io

cese after a co
u

p
le o

f n
u

d
g

es fro
m

 G
o

d
 to

 
ap

p
ly fo

r th
is n

ew
 ro

le. I’m
 lo

o
kin

g
 fo

rw
ard

 to
 

jo
in

in
g

 in
 w

ith
 w

h
at G

o
d

 is d
o

in
g

 in
 th

e d
io

cese 
an

d
 seein

g
 lives tran

sfo
rm

ed
 th

ro
u

g
h

 th
e little step

s 
w

e can
 take to

 en
g

ag
e ch

ild
ren

, yo
u

n
g

 p
eo

p
le an

d
 

th
eir fam

ilies in
 co

m
m

u
n

ity an
d

 b
rin

g
 a sen

se o
f 

b
elo

n
g

in
g

 th
at is real.”   

B
o

rn
 an

d bred in
 B

risto
l, V

icki cam
e to

 W
ales in

 1998 
fo

r u
n

iversity in
 Po

n
typridd w

h
ere sh

e stu
died, R

E, 
C

reative W
ritin

g an
d M

edia Stu
dies an

d n
ever w

en
t 

back o
ver th

e w
ater! 

Sh
e lives in

 C
aerw

en
t w

ith
 h

u
sban

d Lau
ren

ce an
d 

ch
ildren

 H
an

n
ah

 (aged 5) an
d Jo

sh
u

a (aged 3)

V
icki explain

s: “W
e m

o
ved

 h
ere to

 fo
llo

w
 G

o
d

’s call 
to

 p
lan

t a m
issio

n
al co

m
m

u
n

ity o
u

t o
f T

h
e B

rid
g

e 
C

h
u

rch
, C

h
ep

sto
w

.  B
etw

een
 u

s w
e h

ave w
o

rked
 in

 
vario

u
s d

en
o

m
in

atio
n

s an
d

 so
 h

ave a g
rasp

 o
n

 a 
variety o

f ap
p

ro
ach

es to
 ‘ch

u
rch

’ an
d

 are p
assio

n
ate 

ab
o

u
t sh

arin
g

 reso
u

rces acro
ss d

en
o

m
in

atio
n

s 
w

h
ere p

o
ssib

le. 

“M
y varied

 w
o

rk h
as 

in
clu

d
ed

 train
in

g
 an

d
 

su
p

p
o

rtin
g

 ch
u

rch
es 

in
 th

eir fam
ily 

m
in

istry, fi
rstly as a 

vo
lu

n
teer m

yself in
 

th
e p

arish
 o

f 
llan

trisan
t an

d
 th

en
 as 

a fu
ll-tim

e em
p

lo
yee 

w
ith

 Scrip
tu

re U
n

io
n

 
lead

in
g

 th
e team

 in
 

w
ales, m

o
stly m

ad
e u

p
 o

f vo
lu

n
teers. A

fter th
at, I 

jo
in

ed
 th

e d
io

cese as C
h

ild
ren

’s A
d

viser in
 20

11 an
d

 
g

o
t to

 kn
o

w
 a few

 o
f yo

u
 b

ack th
en

.” 

To
 fin

d o
u

t a bit m
o

re abo
u

t V
icki, G

rapevin
e asked 

h
er w

h
at bo

o
k sh

e w
as cu

rren
tly readin

g an
d w

h
at is 

h
er favo

u
rite piece o

f m
u

sic?

“T
alkin

g
 ab

o
u

t b
o

o
ks is in

terestin
g

, as o
f late w

ith
 

yo
u

n
g

 ch
ild

ren
 aro

u
n

d
, I’ve h

ad
 little tim

e to
 read

 
an

d
 co

m
p

lete a b
o

o
k th

at isn
’t fo

r ch
ild

ren
! I’m

 
cu

rren
tly read

in
g

, A
 Secret G

ard
en

 b
y K

atie Ffo
rd

e 
(th

is o
n

e m
ay b

e a reco
rd

, n
early a year sin

ce I 
started

!) an
d

 Slo
w

 C
h

u
rch

 b
y Jo

n
 P

atterso
n

 w
h

ich
 

is a g
reat read

 in
 reim

ag
in

in
g

 ch
u

rch
 an

d
 

q
u

estio
n

in
g

 p
ro

visio
n

 o
ver relatio

n
sh

ip
. 

“W
e lo

ve to
 listen

 to
 T

h
e R

en
d

 C
o

llective as a fam
ily 

an
d

 b
ecau

se o
f th

at ‘M
y Lig

h
th

o
u

se’ h
as taken

 o
n

 
sig

n
ifi

can
ce fo

r u
s.  Listen

in
g

 to
 a 5 an

d
 3-year-o

ld
 

sin
g

/sh
o

u
t it at th

e to
p

s o
f th

eir vo
ices o

n
 th

e 
sch

o
o

l ru
n

 is q
u

ite so
m

eth
in

g
!”

V
icki can

 be co
n

tacted at  
vickib

rackp
o

o
l@

ch
u

rch
in

w
ales.o

rg.u
k 

W
A

N
T

ED
!

V
o

lu
n

teer Sch
o

o
l A

d
m

issio
n

 A
p

p
eals Pan

el M
em

b
ers

A
re yo

u
 in

terested
 in

 ed
u

catio
n

 an
d

 w
an

t to
 g

et in
vo

lved
?  

D
o

 yo
u

 h
ave excellen

t listen
in

g skills, h
ave th

e ab
ility to

 p
u

t p
eo

ple at ease an
d

 m
ake balan

ced
 d

ecisio
n

s? 
W

o
u

ld
 yo

u
 like to

 b
eco

m
e in

vo
lved

 in
 an

 im
p

o
rtan

t, im
p

artial service? 

T
h

e G
o

vern
o

rs o
f C

h
u

rch
 in

 W
ales V

o
lu

n
tary A

ided sch
o

o
ls are respo

n
sible fo

r co
n

ven
in

g appeals h
earin

gs 
if requ

ested by a paren
t o

r carer w
h

o
se ch

ild is refu
sed adm

issio
n

 to
 th

eir sch
o

o
l. T

h
e M

o
n

m
o

u
th

 D
io

cesan
 

Edu
catio

n
 Service recru

its an
d train

s in
dividu

als to
 sit o

n
 appeal pan

els fo
r th

ese sch
o

o
ls an

d is cu
rren

tly 
in

vitin
g applicatio

n
s fro

m
 in

dividu
als w

h
o

 w
o

u
ld like to

 vo
lu

n
teer fo

r th
is service.

T
h

e appeals pan
el service is an

 essen
tial an

d valu
ed service o

n
 w

h
ich

  
sch

o
o

ls rely in
 o

rder to
 o

rgan
ise in

depen
den

t appeals h
earin

gs.

Fo
r fu

rth
er in

fo
rm

atio
n

 please co
n

tact M
iss Libbie O

’B
rien

 o
n

  
Tel: 01633 267490

 Em
ail: lib

b
ieo

b
rien

@
ch

u
rch

in
w

ales.o
rg

.u
k

T
h

e lo
vely lu

n
ch

 clu
b

 lad
ies

B
ish

o
p

 R
ich

ard
 blessed

 th
e co

m
m

u
n

ity, n
o

t th
e b

u
ild

in
g

V
icki is lo

o
kin

g fo
rw

ard
 to

 
b

rin
gin

g a sen
se o

f b
elo

n
gin

g



Staff
 an

d pu
pils at Ll an

tillio
 

Perth
o

ley C
h

u
rch

 in
 W

ales 
P

rim
ary Sch

o
o

l en
jo

yed th
eir 

visit R
ev Ju

lian
 to

 m
ark A

sh
 

W
edn

esday.

T
h

e th
ree p

arish
es o

f N
ew

p
o

rt 
N

o
rth

 M
in

istry A
rea (St M

ary’s, 
St D

avid
’s an

d A
ll Sain

ts) jo
in

ed 
to

geth
er to

 seek a co
m

m
o

n
 

visio
n

 statem
en

t du
rin

g a 
brillian

t V
isio

n
 D

ay led by  
D

r Eeva Jo
h

n
.

“So
m

eth
in

g
’s afo

o
t in

 th
is 

co
m

m
u

n
ity…

 a h
o

ly an
d

  
active p

resen
ce, b

reakin
g

 
b

arriers, en
rich

in
g

 lives 
th

ro
u

g
h

 Faith
 in

 Jesu
s”

Peo
ple an

d places 

W
elco

m
e to

 G
eo

rgia an
d Sarah

 
w

h
o

 h
ave jo

in
ed th

e n
ew

ly 
form

ed ‘C
ornerstone C

om
m

unity’. 

B
ased in

 th
e C

yn
co

ed
 M

in
istry 

A
rea, the aim

 of T
he C

ornersto
ne 

C
o

m
m

u
n

ity is to
 en

able yo
u

n
g 

peo
ple to

 explore and re-im
agine 

m
o

n
astic religio

u
s life in

 21st 
cen

tu
ry C

ardiff. D
raw

in
g o

n
 th

e 
Fran

ciscan
 traditio

n
, th

e 
C

o
m

m
u

n
ity w

ill co
m

m
it to

 a 
lifestyle o

f co
n

tem
plative 

activism
, co

m
bin

in
g prayer an

d 
co

n
tem

platio
n

 w
ith

 an
 active 

respo
n

se to
 th

e n
eeds o

f th
e 

lo
cal co

m
m

u
n

ity.  

T
h

e M
in

istry areas o
f R

ag
lan

, 
U

sk an
d G

o
ytre, h

ave jo
in

ed 
to

geth
er to

 ru
n

 a series o
f B

ig 
Satu

rday B
reakfasts in

 th
e 

M
em

o
rial H

all in
 U

sk.

T
h

e w
h

o
le co

m
m

u
n

ity, yo
u

n
g 

and old, are invited to com
e along, 

m
eet frien

ds, o
ld an

d n
ew

, an
d 

en
jo

y a co
o

ked M
o

n
m

o
u

th
sh

ire 
breakfast free o

f ch
arge. 

O
ver 20

0
 peo

ple regu
larly 

co
m

e fo
r a co

o
ked breakfast, 

w
h

ich
 is served by vo

lu
n

teers 
an

d clergy fro
m

 acro
ss th

e 
D

ean
ery in

 th
is fan

tastic 
co

m
m

u
n

ity in
itiative.

A
ll A

ge Eu
ch

arist ru
n

 by C
lu

b 
R

o
ck at St M

ary’s in
 M

ag
o

r, 
reto

ld th
e Tran

sfigu
ratio

n
 o

f 
Jesu

s as o
n

ly th
ey can

!  

D
isciple Jam

es tried to
 fin

d th
e 

to
p o

f th
e m

o
u

n
tain

 u
sin

g h
is 

m
o

bile ph
o

n
e sat n

av o
n

ly to
 

fin
d h

e h
ad n

o
 sign

al, an
d 

D
isciple Jo

h
n

 lo
st h

is m
ap. T

h
ey 

w
itn

essed th
e glo

ry o
f Jesu

s 
an

d an
d w

an
ted to

 bu
ild sh

elters 
fo

r H
im

, Elijah
 an

d M
o

ses by 
o

rderin
g Ikea flat packs.  

W
elco

m
e to

 R
ev Su

e Pratten
 

w
h

o
 h

as been
 licen

sed as vicar 
an

d leader o
f C

aerleo
n

 
M

in
istry A

rea. Su
e h

as co
m

e 
fro

m
 C

aerph
illy, bu

t kn
o

w
s 

N
ew

po
rt w

ell h
avin

g been
 a 

teach
er in

 th
e area fo

r m
an

y 
years.

W
ish

 w
ish

 h
er w

ell in
 h

er n
ew

 
m

in
istry.

T
h

e M
in

istry areas o
f R

ag
lan

, 
U

sk an
d G

o
ytre, h

ave jo
in

ed 
to

geth
er to

 ru
n

 a series o
f B

ig 
Satu

rday B
reakfasts in

 th
e 

M
em

o
rial H

all in
 U

sk. 

O
ver 20

0
 peo

ple regu
larly 

co
m

e fo
r a free co

o
ked 

breakfast, w
h

ich
 is served by 

vo
lu

n
teers an

d clergy fro
m

 
acro

ss th
e D

ean
ery.

T
he project w

as started thanks to
 

th
e B

ish
o

p’s M
issio

n
 Fu

n
d w

h
ich

 
co

vered in
itial start-u

p co
sts.

T
h

e T
ith

e B
arn

 in
 

A
b

erg
aven

n
y is to

 beco
m

e a 
W

elsh
 C

en
tre o

f Excellen
ce.

W
elco

m
in

g th
e n

ew
s, C

an
o

n
 

M
ark So

ady said: “W
h

en
 th

e 
C

h
u

rch
 to

o
k th

e T
ith

e B
arn

 back 
in

 to
 its o

w
n

ersh
ip

 10
 years o

r so
 

ag
o

 w
e d

id
 so

 w
ith

 th
e in

ten
tio

n
 

o
f creatin

g
 a h

er-itag
e cen

tre; 
ad

d
in

g
 a W

elsh
 C

en
tre o

f 
Excellen

ce to that seem
s a n

atu
ral 

an
d

 ap
p

ro
p

riate p
ro

g
ressio

n
.”

W
h

en
 h

eavy sn
o

w
fall m

ade it 
im

po
ssible to

 leave th
e h

o
u

se, 
St Jam

es’ C
h

u
rch

, R
u

d
ry, 

bro
u

gh
t th

e ch
u

rch
 to

 yo
u

!

R
ev D

ean
 R

o
berts h

eld th
e first 

‘virtu
al service’ delivered 

straigh
t to

 peo
ple’s in

bo
xes so

 
h

e an
d h

is parish
io

n
ers co

u
ld 

still w
o

rsh
ip to

geth
er.

T
h

e o
n

lin
e facu

lty system
 h

as 
n

o
w

 go
n

e live an
d paper 

applicatio
n

s w
ill n

o
 lo

n
ger be 

accepted fro
m

 31 M
arch

 2018. 

Fo
r fu

rth
er in

fo
rm

atio
n

,  
please co

n
tact kath

h
ilsd

en
@

ch
u

rch
in

w
ales.o

rg
.u

k.

SS Ju
liu

s an
d

 A
aro

n
 in

 N
ew

p
o

rt 
u

se th
e o

u
tside o

f th
e ch

u
rch

 as 
a ‘C

o
m

m
u

n
ity Faith

 Space’.

T
h

e space h
as been

 u
sed to

 
reflect o

n
 H

o
m

elessn
ess Su

n
day 

(pictured), a nativity scene during 
C

hristm
as, a C

alvary at Passiontide 
an

d a St D
avid’s D

ay display.

T
h

is gives an
 o

ppo
rtu

n
ity fo

r 
th

e lo
cal co

m
m

u
n

ity to
 h

ave 
passin

g m
o

m
en

ts o
f th

o
u

gh
t, 

prayer o
r reflectio

n
 w

h
en

 
drivin

g past, w
alkin

g by o
r 

sittin
g o

n
 th

e ch
u

rch
 w

all.

A
 gro

u
p o

f m
o

dern
-day m

o
n

ks 
to

o
k to

 th
e streets o

f 
A

b
erg

aven
n

y o
n

 A
sh

 
W

edn
esday.

M
em

bers o
f th

e H
o

lyw
ell 

co
m

m
u

n
ity talked to

 sh
o

ppers 
abo

u
t Len

t an
d m

arked th
em

 
w

ith
 th

e sign
 o

f th
e cro

ss.

 M
O

N
M

O
U

T
H

 G
R

A
P

EV
IN

E G
w

an
w

yn
 • Sp

rin
g 2018  

B
E

C
O

M
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G
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H
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O
P

L
E

 G
O

D
 C

A
L

L
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B
E

C
O

M
IN

G
 T

H
E

 P
E

O
P

L
E

 G
O

D
 C

A
L

L
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S

 T
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M

O
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M
O

U
T

H
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R
A

P
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w
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w
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O
n

 th
e m

o
ve

C
o

m
in

g
R

ev Su
e P

ratten
 licen

sed as leader o
f C

aerleo
n

 
M

in
istry A

rea.

Ed
 H

o
d

g
e w

h
o

 w
ill take u

p a ro
le as part-tim

e 
Yo

u
th

 W
o

rker in
 th

e N
ew

po
rt East M

in
istry A

rea 
an

d fu
n

ded by a D
io

cesan
 gran

t fo
r 2018.

R
ev N

ick A
d

am
s - team

 vicar,  
U

pper Islw
yn

 M
in

istry A
rea

R
ev Leah

 P
h

ilb
rick - team

 vicar,  
U

pper Islw
yn

 M
in

istry A
rea

R
ev Jan

e B
u

tler –
 team

 vicar,  
U

pper Islw
yn

 M
in

istry A
rea

R
ev B

ren
d

a Jo
n

es, A
sso

ciate Priest,  
U

pper Islw
yn

 M
in

istry A
rea

R
ev T

revo
r M

o
rg

an
 –

 A
sso

ciate Priest,  
U

pper Islw
yn

 M
in

istry A
rea

V
icki B

rackp
o

o
l –

 w
h

o
 jo

in
s th

e dio
cesan

  
team

 as part-tim
e C

h
ildren

, Yo
u

th
 an

d  
Fam

ilies M
in

istry A
dviso

r

G
o

in
g

R
ev D

en
 R

ich
ard

s, retirin
g after 20

 years o
f 

dedicated m
in

istry in
 th

e D
io

cese.  

B
est w

ish
es an

d blessin
gs o

n
 th

o
se m

o
vin

g o
n

 
m

in
istry –

 th
an

k yo
u

 fo
r yo

u
r m

in
istry w

ith
in

 th
e 

D
io

cese o
f M

o
n

m
o

u
th

.

Please co
n

tin
u

e to
 rem

em
ber all w

h
o

 are takin
g 

o
n

 n
ew

 ro
les o

r retirin
g fro

m
 fo

rm
al m

in
istry.

W
h

at’s O
n

Lay Eu
ch

aristic M
in

istry Train
in

g
Sessio

n
s w

ill be h
eld o

n
 Satu

rday 12 &
 19 M

ay at 
th

e D
io

cesan
 O

ffi
ce, N

ew
po

rt. Fo
r m

o
re 

in
fo

rm
atio

n
 an

d to
 bo

o
k yo

u
r place please co

n
tact 

Liz H
o

u
gh

to
n

 at m
o

n
rec@

ciw
.o

rg
.u

k

Llan
daff

 Festival o
f Prayer 

Satu
rd

ay 14 Ju
ly 10

am
-4.30

p
m

St Teilo’s C
h

u
rch

 in
 W

ales P
rim

ary Sch
o

o
l

T
h

e even
t is an

 o
ppo

rtu
n

ity to
 explo

re spiritu
ality 

an
d prayer an

d is co
m

in
g to

 o
u

r dio
cese 

Fo
r m

o
re in

fo
rm

atio
n

 an
d to

 bo
o

k yo
u

r place 
please visit w

w
w

.FestivalO
fP

rayer.co
.u

k

Safegu
ardin

g Train
in

g Sessio
n

s
M

o
n

d
ay 30

 A
p

ril 10
am

 -12p
m

 an
d

 
M

o
n

d
ay 11 Ju

n
e 10

am
 -12p

m
 

Sessio
n

s w
ill be h

eld at T
h

e D
io

cesan
 O

ffi
ce,  

64 C
aerau

 R
o

ad, N
ew

po
rt

Fo
r m

o
re in

fo
rm

atio
n

 o
r to

 bo
o

k a place please 
co

n
tact A

m
elia Jarvis o

n
 07881 016185

 o
r em

ail 
am

elia.jarvis@
ch

u
rch

in
w

ales.o
rg

.u
k

A
lso

, th
ere are sessio

n
s bein

g plan
n

ed fo
r Lay 

M
in

istry Train
in

g, N
u

rtu
re G

ro
u

p Train
in

g an
d also

 
train

in
g fo

r ch
u

rch
w

arden
s (sessio

n
s fo

r n
ew

 an
d 

experien
ced) so

 please visit o
u

r w
ebsite 

m
o

n
m

o
u

th
.ch

u
rch

in
w

ales.o
rg

.u
k fo

r u
pdates.

M
O

N
M

O
U

T
H

 G
R

A
P

EV
IN

E G
w

an
w

yn
 • Sp

rin
g 2018  

B
E

C
O

M
IN

G
 T

H
E

 P
E

O
P

L
E

 G
O

D
 C

A
L

L
S

 U
S

 T
O

 B
E

B
E

C
O

M
IN

G
 T

H
E

 P
E

O
P

L
E

 G
O

D
 C

A
L

L
S

 U
S

 T
O

 B
E

  
M

O
N

M
O

U
T

H
 G

R
A

P
EV

IN
E G

w
an

w
yn

 • Sp
rin

g 2018
15

14

W
elsh

 lan
gu

age services

W
elsh

 lan
g

u
ag

e services in
 M

o
n

m
o

u
th

 D
io

cese
G

w
asan

aeth
au

 C
ym

raeg
 yn

 Esg
o

b
aeth

 M
yn

w
y

A
 W

elsh
 service is h

eld every tw
o

 m
o

n
th

s, o
n

 th
e 

seco
n

d Satu
rday o

f th
e m

o
n

th
, at St T

h
o

m
as’ 

C
h

u
rch

, O
verm

o
n

n
o

w
, M

o
n

m
o

u
th

.

T
h

e date fo
r th

e n
ext service is: 12th

 M
ay

T
h

e dates fo
r th

e o
th

er 2018 services are:

14th
 Ju

ly
8th

 Sep
tem

b
er

10
th

 N
o

vem
b

er
A

ll services are at 9.30
 a.m

.

C
yn

h
elir gw

asan
aeth

 C
ym

raeg bo
b deu

fis, ar ail 
ddydd Sadw

rn
 y m

is, yn
 Eg

lw
ys San

t T
h

o
m

as, 
O

verm
o

n
n

o
w

, T
refyn

w
y.

D
ym

a ddyddiad y gw
asan

aeth
 n

esaf: 12fed
 M

ai
D

ym
a ddyddiadau

 gw
asan

aeth
au

 eraill 2018:

14eg
 G

o
rff

en
n

af
8fed

 M
ed

i
10

fed
 Tach

w
ed

d
M

ae’r g
w

asan
aeth

au
 i g

yd
 am

 9.30
 y b

o
re

B
o

o
st fo

r Livin
g C

h
u

rch
yard

 Pro
ject   

A
 co

m
m

u
n

ity w
ildlife pro

ject at St W
o

o
lo

s C
ath

edral 
w

ill be expan
din

g an
d develo

pin
g fu

rth
er th

an
ks to

 
gran

t fu
n

din
g fro

m
 th

e G
an

n
ett Fo

u
n

datio
n

.

T
h

e Livin
g C

h
u

rch
yard pro

ject pro
vides an

 area o
f th

e 
C

ath
edral gro

u
n

ds w
h

ich
 is set aside to

 en
co

u
rage 

w
ildflo

w
ers, birds, in

sects an
d w

ildlife w
h

ist also
 

pro
vidin

g a valu
able h

abitat fo
r visito

rs.

R
ev C

an
o

n
 D

r M
ark D

im
o

n
d, residen

tiary can
o

n
 

at th
e C

ath
edral, said: “W

e are d
elig

h
ted

 to
 h

ave 
received

 th
is g

ran
t as it w

ill en
ab

le u
s to

 co
n

tin
u

e 
to

 exp
an

d
 th

e Livin
g

 C
h

u
rch

yard
 p

ro
ject fo

r th
e 

b
en

efi
t o

f b
o

th
 p

eo
p

le an
d

 w
ild

life.

“T
h

e g
ran

t en
ab

les u
s to

 p
ro

vid
e in

fo
rm

atio
n

 
sh

eets, sig
n

ag
e, in

terp
retatio

n
 b

o
ard

s, b
en

ch
es, 

b
ird

 an
d

 b
at b

o
xes, b

ird
 feed

ers an
d

 in
sect h

o
u

se, 
as w

ell as p
ayin

g
 fo

r th
e b

asics, su
ch

 as to
o

ls! 

“W
e h

o
p

e th
e area m

ay also
 p

ro
vid

e a reso
u

rce fo
r 

lo
cal sch

o
o

ls an
d

 o
rg

an
isatio

n
s th

at are in
terested

 
in

 n
atu

re an
d

 w
e in

vite th
em

 to
 d

iscu
ss th

is w
ith

 

u
s. A

ctivities m
ig

h
t 

in
clu

d
e n

atu
re 

trails, id
en

tifyin
g

 
trees an

d
 p

lan
ts, 

sitin
g

 an
d

 
m

ain
tain

in
g

 n
est 

b
o

xes an
d

 feed
ers, 

stu
d

yin
g

 visitin
g

 
b

ird
s an

d
 m

ayb
e 

fo
rest sch

o
o

l 
activities o

r ju
st sittin

g
 q

u
ietly to

 co
n

tem
p

late 
n

atu
re in

 G
o

d
’s A

cre.“

T
h

e cath
edral is set in

 a gro
ve o

f trees o
n

 th
e site o

f 
an

 an
cien

t C
eltic clas o

r C
h

ristian
 en

clo
su

re datin
g 

back perh
aps 150

0
 years. C

u
rren

tly, th
e gro

u
n

ds are 
m

ain
tain

ed by a sm
all team

 fro
m

 th
e C

ath
edral, bu

t 
o

th
er vo

lu
n

teers w
o

u
ld be w

elco
m

e!

Fo
r m

o
re in

fo
rm

atio
n

 abo
u

t th
e pro

ject o
r to

 
vo

lu
n

teer, please call cath
edral A

dm
in

istrato
r A

n
drea 

Keen
 at en

q
u

iries@
n

ew
p

o
rtcath

ed
ral.o

rg.u
k

W
ell do

n
e to

 o
u

r first Eco
 C

h
u

rch
es!  

C
ongratulations to N

ew
port N

orth M
inistry A

rea w
hich is 

th
e first in

 th
e dio

cese to
 receive an

 Eco
 C

h
u

rch
 A

w
ard.

A
ll th

ree ch
u

rch
es w

ith
in

 th
e M

in
istry A

rea received 
th

e B
ro

n
ze A

w
ard as part o

f a sch
em

e ru
n

 by 
en

viro
n

m
en

tal ch
arity ‘A

 R
o

ch
a U

K’ w
h

ich
 en

co
u

rages 
ch

u
rch

es acro
ss En

glan
d an

d W
ales to

 dem
o

n
strate 

th
e go

spel is go
o

d n
ew

s fo
r G

o
ds earth

. 

R
ev R

ebecca Steven
s, M

in
istry A

rea Leader, said: “A
s a 

m
in

istry area (N
ew

p
o

rt N
o

rth
) all th

ree ch
u

rch
es (St 

M
ary’s, St D

avid
’s an

d
 A

ll Sain
ts) h

ave n
o

w
 reach

ed
 

B
ro

n
ze level. T

h
is req

u
ired

 u
s to

 co
n

sid
er am

o
n

g
 

o
th

er th
in

g
s o

u
r recyclin

g
 h

ab
its, p

lacin
g

 co
m

p
o

st 
bin

s in
 th

e g
raveyard

s, en
co

u
rag

in
g

 th
e ju

n
io

r ch
u

rch
 

to
 create b

u
g

 h
o

tels, an
d

 d
evelo

p
in

g
 o

u
r w

ild
 fl

o
w

er 
sectio

n
s. It also

 m
ean

t th
at w

e co
m

m
itted

 to
 ch

an
g

in
g

 
o

u
r ligh

t bu
lbs to

 m
o

re eco
-frien

d
ly bu

lbs, en
co

u
raged

 
car-sh

arin
g

 to
 ch

u
rch

, tw
in

n
ed

 o
u

r to
ilets, an

d
 w

ill 
b

e u
sin

g
 m

o
re eco

-frien
d

ly clean
in

g
 m

aterials. 

“It d
id

 in
vo

lve extra w
o

rk, b
u

t w
e in

vo
lved

 everyo
n

e 
an

d
 p

eo
p

le cau
g

h
t th

e visio
n

 an
d

 jo
in

ed
 in

 q
u

ickly.”

A
 R

o
ch

a U
K is a C

h
ristian

 ch
arity w

o
rkin

g fo
r th

e 
pro

tectio
n

 an
d resto

ratio
n

 o
f th

e n
atu

ral w
o

rld, bo
th

 
as a respo

n
se to

 th
e biblical m

an
date to

 care fo
r th

e 
earth

, an
d as a dem

o
n

stratio
n

 o
f th

e C
h

ristian
 h

o
pe 

fo
r G

o
d’s w

o
rld.

R
ev R

ebecca an
d th

e team
 (in

clu
din

g th
ree recen

tly 
appo

in
ted Eco

 C
h

am
pio

n
s) are n

o
w

 w
o

rkin
g to

w
ards 

a Silver aw
ard. 

Sh
e said: “W

e are h
o

p
in

g
 to

 p
artn

er w
ith

 o
u

r lo
cal 

sch
o

o
ls w

h
o

 h
ave E

co
 C

lu
b

s to
 take p

art in
 reg

u
lar 

litter p
ickin

g
 activities, an

d
 w

ith
 o

u
r lo

cal W
I to

 
create an

o
th

er w
ild

 fl
o

w
er area. T

h
is w

ill b
e a to

u
g

h
er 

level to
 m

eet as it w
ill in

vo
lve a lo

t o
f ch

an
g

es to
 

o
u

r b
u

ild
in

g
s an

d
 a g

reater fi
n

an
cial co

m
m

itm
en

t.”

If yo
u

 w
o

u
ld like to

 explo
re bein

g an
 Eco

 C
h

u
rch

 th
en

 
w

h
y n

o
t try a su

rvey to
 see w

h
ere yo

u
 are startin

g 
fro

m
? h

ttp
s://eco

ch
u

rch
.aro

ch
a.o

rg
.u

k/ 
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Back Chat  
Easter: Make it real – Make a difference

When Jesus died on the Cross and rose from 
the dead, salvation was made real and He 
made the decisive difference in history. This 

and every year, Lent and Easter nudge us with this 
truth - so we can make it real in our lives and make a 
difference for Christ. Our worship focuses on this for 
about 90 days (during Lent and Eastertide) so that we 
can learn to live what it means all year round.

Making it real is a challenge for all of us - individuals, 
couples, congregations, Ministry Areas, as well as for 
the Diocese and the whole Church. True discipleship 
calls us to die thoroughly to pleasing ourselves, to 
stop serving our own purposes, to put an end to 
welcoming into our Churches only those who are 
‘like us’. Easter calls us instead to live trustingly for 
Christ and for others so that we really can say: ‘My 
old self has been crucified with Christ. It is no longer 
I who live, but Christ is alive in me. So I live in this 
earthly body by trusting in the Son of God’. (Gal 2:20). 
That is the Easter Mystery - and we believe it’s real.

Making it real in us can be scary and weird - at first 
anyway. Turning outwards and growing by listening 
to God, and not just to each other, happens when 
we put our self-centred choices to death. When we 
do this, we live the experience of the Easter Mystery 

and make a difference for Him. We need to carry this 
through in how we think, speak and make decisions 
on our PCCs, during our Prayer Meetings and Nurture 
Groups - as well as in our own hearts. Making it real 
always involves choosing ‘Self or Saviour?’. It sets us 
free - it restores our joy; it draws others to Christ. 
Perseverance in Him makes it part of who we are.

Making it real means dying to self, reaching beyond 
what we are used to, and often daunts us, can 
seem threatening, sometimes coming almost like a 
bereavement. But even when we feel like this we can 
still become the people God calls us to be, we can 
make a difference for Him, because in Him we find 
renewal and new life. At first this may feel unfamiliar - 
but it is always worth it. 

So, as we focus on Easter this year, how are 
you making this real in your life and in the 
congregation and community you are part of?

Enjoy Easter: make it real and make a difference - 
for Christ in how and where you are.

Fr David Matthews,  
St Julius and Aaron, Newport


