This email has been sent to all Clergy, PTOs, Churchwardens, Secretaries, Treasurers and
all those on our Friday email list.

News
Friday Email Distribution List
We hope these emails keep you up to date with news and events from the Diocese, Church
in Wales and further afield.
We'd like to reach as many people as possible so if there's anyone you think would like to
receive the Friday Round Up who doesn't already, please send them the link below so they
can subscribe.
Subscribe here: https://churchinwales.us10.listmanage.com/subscribe?u=b3afd1b0d0adb8d4215f17201&id=e18b03bd4a

Coronavirus Guidance
Update: 21st July 2021
Alert Level 1
With a very significant proportion of the Welsh population having received two doses of the
vaccine, the general position with Coronavirus Covid -19 is that the consequences of
contracting the virus are generally less significant but, with greater freedoms, the likelihood of
contracting it is much higher. There are people in our communities who cannot receive the
vaccine and so we must remain cautious and not reduce our management of the risk of
transmission.
Welsh Government has announced the main changes in Covid regulations. These can be
seen at:
•
•
•

Coronavirus (COVID-19) | Topic | GOV.WALES
Current restrictions: frequently asked questions | GOV.WALES
Gathering with other people: current restrictions | GOV.WALES

The changes from Saturday 17th July mean the following for churches and church halls:
•

•
•
•
•

There is now a limit of 1000 people (seated) and 200 people (standing) gathering
indoors. However, the requirement to maintain two-metre social distancing is still
in place so the capacity of buildings will still be reduced. However, for community
activity in buildings this change should now give greater flexibility.
The wearing of face coverings indoors remains a requirement.
The need to provide for hand sanitising and premises cleaning remains.
Households and extended households (’bubbles’) can sit together but still with social
distancing between other individuals or bubbles.
We believe it is lawful for groups of six people from six households to sit together at a
church service, wedding or funeral. Such a group should be seated socially distanced
from other groups. However, for places of worship Welsh Government’s advice is that
where possible ‘people avoid congregating with people they do not live with’.
Furthermore, the guidance on congregational singing makes it clear that such a group
of six should be social distanced from each other, if singing. Churches who would like
to introduce seating in groups of six from six households should:

Carefully review your risk assessment to consider whether allowing groups of
six can be safely managed
o Only allow it if congregational singing is not part of the service
o Record contact details for each member of the group of 6 to aid later contact
tracing if someone tests positive
o Encourage it only between persons known to each other – rather than
strangers. That way people can more easily check that each member has been
double-vaccinated and is symptom free.
The serving of tea and coffee etc after services can now take place indoors. You
should update your risk assessment to allow for people to sit in groups of six with
social distancing between groups for this activity. Refreshments might more easily be
o

•

•

•
•
•

organised outdoors where refreshments can be served ‘take-away’ style with people
collecting from appropriately distanced stations.
Welsh Government continues to advise that congregational singing should only be
considered where incidence of Coronavirus cases are low but they no longer define
what ‘low’ means. The original suggestion was 50 cases in 100,000 of population but
all local authority areas are currently above this level. Churches should carefully
consider the Welsh Government advice on congregational singing in their local
context.
It is important to emphasise to congregations and attendees that the restrictions in
Wales have not yet been relaxed as much as in England
Generally, we support a cautious approach. Maintaining existing precautions and
service arrangements seems a sensible approach at this time.
A detailed document has been published regarding the “Level 0” restrictions which it is
hoped to introduce fully on August 7:
- https://gov.wales/sites/default/files/publications/2021-07/coronavirus-control-planalert-level-zero-0.pdf

Under these restrictions, the legal requirement to wear a face covering indoors (except in
hospitality venues) will continue, and the legal requirement to prepare and implement a risk
assessment for all activities will continue. We are involved in detailed discussions with Welsh
Government and Cytun about the implications of keeping such a legal requirement without
specific regulations in place regarding, for example, distancing, and about what guidance
Welsh Government will be preparing for places of worship in these new circumstances.

We have updated our guidance for Alert Level 1 and the various documents are listed below:
•

•
•
•
•
•
•

Opening Churches Guidance Alert Level 1 - 17 July 2021 (PDF)
o Covid 19 Opening Churches Guidance Alert Level 1 - Risk Assessment Form
(Word)
Guidance on re-opening of church halls 17 July 2021 (PDF)
o Guidance on re-opening of church halls - Risk Assessment form (Word)
Guidance on Celebrating Holy Communion 17 July 2021 (PDF)
Guidance on Conducting Baptisms 17 July 2021 (PDF)
Guidance Marriages and Funerals 17 July 2021 (PDF)
o Funeral or Wedding Risk Assessment Template (Word)
Guidance on Singing, Music and the Playing of Organs 17 July 2021 (PDF)
Guidance on opening churches for visitors 17 July 2021 (PDF)
o

Opening churches for visitors - Risk assessment Form (Word)

Read this update on the website here.

ABUHB Chaplaincy
The Aneurin Bevan University Health Board is recruiting bank chaplains to work with the
team.
The commitment is not great and bank chaplains can choose whether to take up the offer of a
shift or part shift.
The work will be centred in the RGH and the new Grange University hospital. Work will
include pastoral visiting of patients, sharing the on-call emergency response duties and
leading Sunday bedside prayers and Communions.
This is either a good taster opportunity for anyone considering healthcare chaplaincy as a
future part of their ministry or can be a small development of an existing ministry.
For more information check out the job advert or call Alan Tyler (01633 234263).
Job vacancy: Bank Chaplain, Aneurin Bevan University Health Board, Various sites across
the healthboard | trac.jobs (wales.nhs.uk)

Training & Events
Calling Conversations: Licensed Lay Ministry – 27th July
Our next session is next week! Please join us on Facebook LIVE at 7pm.
https://fb.me/e/4ikhYp7o2
If you have a question for our panel, please submit it
here: https://forms.gle/Wf8g2KQVse3LWQ3W7

Our Schools
Year Six Leavers
Bishop Cherry shares a message with the Year 6 children of our diocese as they finish their
final year and prepare for secondary school.

Read the transcript here.

We hope all pupils and staff from schools across our diocese have a restful summer after all
their hard work this year.

Services and Resources
Join a Service from the Cathedral on Sunday at 10:30am here.

