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This email has been sent to all Clergy, PTOs, Churchwardens, Secretaries,
Treasurers and all those on our weekly email list.
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News

Chrism Mass 2025

A beautiful Chrism Mass was held at Newport Cathedral this week.

Held every year during Holy Week, the service couples the blessing of sacred oils with the

opportunity for clergy and licensed lay ministers to reaffirm their commitment to God’s call on
their lives.

Priests, deacons, Licensed Lay and congregation members filled the cathedral to celebrate the
blessing of the oil of the sick, the oil of the catechumens and the holy chrism oil.
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During her sermon Bishop Cherry spoke of the focus of the ordained priesthood which is ‘the
church’. She spoke of the need “To build up the people of God, to encourage, release and
empower them to be what God has called them to be, both as individuals and as the body of
Christ working in harmony with one another.”

You can read the full sermon here

You can also watch the service here
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Our Appeal this year focusses on two
related issues; positive masculinity and
domestic abuse. There are many forms of
abuse, usually but not exclusively against
women, and they are common here in the
UK as well as in South Africa.

We will be supporting work that seeks to combat violence and sexual exploitation and support
those who have suffered from it. Information on the projects we will be supporting can be
found here.

A final few words relating to gender based violence, which is one of the vital projects

supported by our 2025 Lent Appeal, including some facts from Cyfannol Women'’s Aid.

Thank you for your continued support of our Lent appeal. Cyfannol Woman’s

Aid support women and families throughout our diocese who have been impacted
by domestic and sexual abuse. Their Horizon project offers a future hope across
Torfaen, Monmouthshire, Newport, Blaenau Gwent and Caerphilly to anyone who
has experienced rape, sexual violence or childhood sexual abuse.

Cyfannol say:
Adult Survivors of Childhood Sexual Abuse

For 80% of the people we work with, their abuse started in childhood. We understand the
barriers individuals face when disclosing such traumatic events.

Intimate Partner Sexual Violence

We have been supporting victims/survivors of intimate partner sexual violence for 40 years.
We recognise that all abuse thrives on secrecy and that threats and bribes are often used to
maintain compliance.

Support for Family and Friends
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The after effects of sexual violence can be felt by not just the survivor, but by their partner,
family members and friends. We offer support and promote understanding of the impact of
sexual violence and abuse.

Sexual and Financial Exploitation

We aim to ensure our services are people-centred and survivor-led by asking, listening and
responding to the concerns and needs of people at risk of, or experiencing, sexual or
financial exploitation.

What is true for us locally is also true for the people of South Africa. Itis this sort of
work that the Diocese of Highveld support and are engaged in through their social
outreach team. Support of woman and children made homeless through escaping
domestic abuse. Helping to feed families and offering a positive role model and
support for young men to break the cultural cycle of abuse of woman.

Donations

If you would like to donate to the Lent Appeal 2025, you are able to do so in the following
ways:

e Acheque made payable to “Monmouth DBF” can be sent to the Diocesan Office at 64
Caerau Road, Newport, NP20 4HJ. Please ensure you write “Lent Appeal 2025” on the back
of the cheque.

e By bank transfer, including the reference “Lent Appeal 2025” within the transaction.

Ministry Areas will already have the diocesan bank details, but if there are any queries, or
any individuals would also like to donate this way, please contact the Diocesan Office on
(01633) 267490 who will provide the necessary details.

Gift Aid - The DBF cannot claim gift aid on any donations received so churches should claim
gift aid where applicable and include this amount in the donation made.

Thank you/Diolch!



Over the last few weeks, we have shared the amazing work being done across our ministry
areas to embrace and embed the values and statements featured in the Diocesan Culture
Guide.

During our Networking Day all our ministry areas created a stall to reflect the work they were
doing around a specific statement in the guide. Here is a round-up of a few of them...

Tredegar Park MA —“We have a culture of prayer, and times of fellowship outside of
worship, to intentionally support and encourage everyone to move forward in their journey
of faith”.

e Ourfocus is to create opportunity for discipleship and deepening of faith and
relationships.

e We have seen our churches grow together through joint courses and bible studies,
outreach activities like Messy church and Open the Book, times of prayer (including
daily Morning Prayer on Zoom) and more social opportunities.

e Atthe heart of what we do is prayer.
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East Cardiff Ministry Area - “We celebrate our differences with humility and we have the
integrity to address barriers to belonging.”

e Our Open Table community provides a safe space for members of the LGBT+ community,
who might otherwise feel unwelcome in church and have had experienced past trauma
as a result of their sexuality.

o With our approach to Life Events, we intentional use inclusive language —for instance on
our baptism application forms referring to parents, rather than mother and father —and
have introduced some simple, but creative elements - for instance, our baptism memory
box —to make them as welcoming and memorable as possible.
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North Monmouthshire Ministry Area - “Our care for the environment embodies God’s love
for creation which gives us courage to stand against the misuse of the world’s resources.
This challenges us with integrity and humility to be conscious of our actions.”

As a particularly rural Ministry Area, North Monmouthshire is keen to embrace this
statement of environmental responsibility.

Our aim is for all 17 of our churches to achieve a Bronze Eco Church Award, with many
reaching for Silver and Gold! We’ll achieve this by building on many of the eco-initiatives
already happening in lots of churches.

From solar lighting and Living Churchyard Projects to recycling and fairtrade products, we
were keen to show how our communities are making a difference to be better stewards of
the Earth.

We also wanted to include some of the more subtle ways we show our appreciation for
God’s Creation such as outdoor Eucharists, Rogation services, Animal Blessings and
Flower Festivals.

The children of our churches made sure to get involved with lots of drawings and a
brilliant 3D eco model of our MA logo! Our display also offered an interactive ideas
‘branch’, asking other MAs to offer their ideas - how can we better care for God’s earth?
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Severn Wye Ministry Area - "We express a courageous invitation for new people to join our
church communities, showing a loving welcome and generous hospitality."

Some of our display included:

Our baptism service booklet, which we have adapted to be child and non-churched
friendly and has been well received.

Our personal goal of, if we know in advance children will be present at a service, we
ensure that all the important elements of the service are inclusive and accessible to
them.

We displayed some of the new initiatives we have been able to run through the Saints
Hub project e.g. a toddler group, a Lego church, and Alpha.

Details of the baby loss awareness service we ran in Baby Loss Awareness week last year
at the Priory, which was publicised on social media and attracted the names of over 40
children to be remembered by nhame from 33 separate local families.
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St Illtyd's MA - “We celebrate our differences with humility and we have the integrity to
address barriers to belonging.”

o We started a new LGBT affirming worshiping community.

e We have set up a group to use the recording studio in Blaenavon Heritage school to plan
and record a thought for the week soundbite.

o We celebrated the events of the wider world through displays showcasing Holocaust
Memorial Day and the 3rd Anniversary of the invasion of Ukraine.

e We opened awarm hub in Blaina over the winter.

e Thereis abellringing community across the ministry area.

e Individual churches offer their own community coffee mornings.

¢ We commemorate the anniversary of the Six Bells mining disaster each June in a civil and
church led service.

o We host civil events and music events featuring Welsh voice choirs and brass bands.

e We have a new Messy Church group in Blaina, called the Ark which has been successful
and is hoping to replicate across in Blaenavon.
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Abergavenny Ministry Area - “All our communities can share in God’s love through the
joyful celebration of life events and festival services, experiencing the generous welcome
of church.”

o Featured photographs of the work we do with life events and the many wonderful
weddings and baptisms which are held, together with the funerals during which the
minister speaks of God’s love.

e We alsoincluded a year’s back copies of our monthly magazines which show our
fellowship activities encouraging people who don’t normally come to church to join in
with the fun, and which include articles on everything from the lives of saints to reports
on special events such as concerts, hosting BBC Newsnight, general election hustings
and Governing Body. Each edition also includes service information, a wordsearch and a
quiz. The magazine is seen very much as part of our mission and is distributed far and
wide.



Hope @ Easter

Hore aT
EASTER
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This week leading up to Easter Sunday St Michael's Church in Tintern has been
transformed into an open space reflecting on the hope and message of Easter. In
the middle of the aisle is a striking, meditative cross created from flowers and
found materials by local artist and musician, Fiona Frank. Several local artists have
donated paintings, photographs, a woodcut and tapestries, all reflecting their hope
in the world. Accompanying this is an ambient musical soundscape, again
reflecting hope and inspired by the Easter story. The composer, local musician,
Stewart Charters, says, “this piece portrays how normal life can break down... but
it also reflects humanity's remarkable capacity to adapt, survive, and evolve—
whether through new technologies, new ways of thinking, or changes in the way
we live."

At 12 midday and 6pm from Monday to Saturday there are short readings from the
Bible story of Easter week, a brief meditation and prayer for local, national and
international issues with a communion service on Friday at 12 midday and Easter
Sunday service at 10.30am.

Entry is free any time during the day, all week with free refreshments available.
Hope@ Easter is intended to be a space when people of all faiths and none can
come together to celebrate the contribution of the artists and musicians, to reflect,

share ideas and experiences, and build a deeper sense of what resurrection and
hope can mean in today’s world of turmoil.

For further information and if anyone
would like to contribute or be involved

please email hopeateaster@gmail.com

Andy Langton

St Michael’s, Tintern
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National Churches Trust - National Survey 2025

The National Churches
Survey: Your voice matters

The National Churches Trust (NCT) is conducting a major survey to understand the challenges
faced by those whose care for the UK’s 38,500 churches. This is an opportunity to celebrate the
role of church buildings, bringing them to national attention.

At a time when their future and funding is at risk, this landmark study will show the current
status of church buildings, how they are maintained, funded, and the support they provide for
local communities. All churches are different. The survey will help us see our differences and
identify the common issues we face.

Note that this is a separate survey from the Evangelical Alliance Wales Faith in Wales 2025
survey in which many of you have already participated.

Cytln has been asked to circulate these details in advance, so that you can contact your local
churches to draw their attention to this. The survey will go live at the start of May 2025, and NCT
encourages local churches to register in order that we can include your church in this study. So
that you don't miss out, please register your interest here and, in May, you will receive an
invitation to participate: https://www.nationalchurchestrust.org/survey

If you would like further information about this survey, please contact NCT through their
website, as it is NCT (and not Cytin) which is responsible for the arrangements for this survey.
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Training

Safeguarding Training 2025

The current Safeguarding dates for 2025 are shown below:

Date Day
12/05/2025 Monday
22/05/2025 Thursday
04/06/2025 Wednesday
23/06/2025 Monday
02/07/2025 Wednesday
08/07/2025 Tuesday

Time

10.00am
-11.00am

6.30pm - 8.30pm

9.30am -
11.30am

2.00pm - 4.00pm

10.00am - 12.00

noon

6.00pm - 9.00pm

Location

Monmouth
Diocesan Office

Magor Church
Centre,
Magor

St Mary's Church,
Marshfield,
Church Lane

St Arvans -
Meeting
Rooms,
Chepstow

St Basil's Church,
Bassaleg,
Newport

St Georges,
Tredegar

Postcode

NP20 4H)

NP26 3ET

CF3 2UF

NP16 6EU

NP10 8LD

NP22 3DU

Course

The current Safeguarding sessions held online via Zoom are also shown below:
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Date Day Time Course

14/05/2025 Wednesday 1.00pm - 3.00pm B
14/06/2025 Saturday 10.00am - 12.00 noon B
01/07/2025 Tuesday 10.00am - 12.00 noon B
01/07/2025 Tuesday 1.30pm - 3.30pm B - delivered in Welsh

To find out when your Safeguarding training is due for renewal, please contact Vicki Stevens
at Monbishpa@churchinwales.org.uk or by phone on 01633 263510.

Safeguarding Training Booking Form -
To access the booking form and book The Church in Wales

your place please click on the button

Contact details for all of the safeguarding team can be found here:

Meet the team - The Church in Wales

The Provincial Safeguarding Officer for the Diocese of Monmouth is Colin Taylor who can be
contacted via email at colintaylor@cinw.org.uk or by phone on 07956 790330.
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Events

Holy Week & Easter at the Cathedral

1

Holy Week & Easter at
Newport Cathedral
April 2025
Monday 14th 7.30pm - Curating the Newport Cross
Tuesday 15th 7.30pm - ‘Come and Sing’ Compline

Wednesday 16th 7.30pm - Following the Way of the Cross
with Julian of Norwich

Thursday 17th 7.30pm - Liturgy of Maundy Thursday
with Watch until 10pm

Good Friday 18th 10.30am - Walk of Witness,
starting at the Salvation Army Citadel

2.00pm - Liturgy of the Cross

Holy Saturday 19th 8.00pm - Easter Vigil and Choral

" Eucharist
Easter 'unday
8.00am - Holy Eucharist

10.30am - Easter Day Choral Eucharist,
Presiding and Preaching, Bishop Cherry Vann

4.00pm - Festal Evensong
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St Mark’s Patronal Festival - 25th April

Funded by The Choral Evensong Trust

4

)| PATRONAL FESTIVAL
i CHORAL EVENSONG

The resident Choir of St Mark’s, the Choir of St Mary's Malpas and a few members of
Newport Cathedral Choir are coming together to celebrate this wonderful occasion.
Under the Musical Direction of
Richard Craig-Langley
Organist and Director of Music at St Mark's

Guest Organist

Mr Stephen Power

K
St. Mark’s

e R bons

APRIL 25TH
7:30PM

St Marks Church, Gold Tops, Newport. NP20 4PH

Richard Craig-Langley, organist and Director of Music explains that "We at St Marks, Goldtops
Newport are holding our Patronal Festival at 7:30pm on 25th April. We have not had one now
for quite literally decades. We have our resident Choir, the choir of St Mary's Malpas, some
members of Newport Cathedral Choir and some members of the Llangybi Consort coming
together in one celebration of Choral Evensong. Please do come along, it's going to be a

wonderful event".
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Finding it difficult to hear God's voice?
Wanting to know what God is saying to you?

Would you like to make more time to pray, but aren't sure where to start?
Would you like to give your prayer a renewed focus for a week in Lent?
Why not learn a new way of using God’s word?

Would you like a little help along the way?

Then the Week of Guided Prayer 2025 is for you!

The Week of Guided Prayer is suitable for everybody. You will use Bible passages, and
other material, as a basis for prayer, with a guide alongside you to suggest what you
might pray with and to hear how it went.

Previous participants told us:

‘During this short time, | was able to consider the pathway of my spiritual journey
and reflect upon the will of God for my life. Thank you!’

‘My guide was/is a brilliant spiritual person. | was having a really bad week outside
the week of Guided Prayer, but the love and support that my guide gave me is
beyond words.’

‘Thank you for your accompaniment and care this week - a valuable time of focus on
my prayer life. See you next year!’

The Week of Guided Prayer starts with an introductory gathering at St Mary’s Priory
Church for all the participants and guides on Sunday 11th May at 4pm. We will match
you with a guide who will arrange to meet with you on Zoom each day, Monday to
Friday, at a time that works for both of you. These sessions usually last 20-30 minutes
and we suggest that you make 20-30 minutes available for the prayer itself. The week
ends with a closing session at St Mary’s Priory Church, Abergavenny on Saturday 17th
May at 2pm.

Register your place at https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/week-of-guided-

prayer-2025-tickets-1306633709599

Important: Please book as soon as possible so we can match you with an appropriate guide.

Please click here to register your place.

Important: Please book as soon as possible so that we can match you with an appropriate
guide.

If you have any questions or would like more information, please contact Revd Lea Ryder
at LeaRyder@cinw.org.uk or 07801 749120.
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In Conversation with St Padarn’s - Summer 2025

ST PADARN'S...

To book your place, please scan the QR Code on the advert above or click on the link to the
registration form shown below:

https://forms.office.com/e/UsC9Upc4EH
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Theology For Life - Online Taster Course 2025

BTh in Theology for Discipleship, Ministry and Mission

Theology for Life

20/05 - Being Human - Considering Humanity's
unique role within God's creation.
with Rev Dr Jordan Hillebert

04/06 - Theology and Popular Culture - Reflecting
theologically throughfilm, TV & pop music.
with Canon Dr Manon Ceridwen James

19/06 - Old Testament Prophecy & Social Justice -
Exploring the role played by prophecy & social justice
in the lives of the people of God.

with Dr Charlie Hadjiev

Study theology
& deepen your
discipleship
to register

7:00-8:30pm

For more info: enquiries@stpadarns.ac.uk

Validated by
P Prifysgol Cymru
) Y Drindod Dewi Sant

% University of Wales
Trinity Saint David

L.

I ATHROFA PADARN SANT
ST PADARN'S INSTITUTE

To book your place please scan the QR code on the advert above or contact St Padarn’s by
email at enquiries@stpadarns.ac.uk
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Save the Date! Saturday 7th June 2025

DIOCESAN
CELEBRATION

On Saturday June 7th we are holding a special Diocesan Celebration service in St Mary's
Priory in Abergavenny. Everyone in the diocese is invited. Drinks will be served from 10am and
the service, led by Bishop Cherry, will begin at 11am.

As you will remember from last time, the service will be relaxed, and we hope as many people
as possible will join in the celebration.

There will be activities for children in the Priory Centre during part of the service and drinks and
cakes for everyone after the service.

Please use these flyers on your church and ministry area social media to encourage everyone to
come along. If you would like printed posters please
contact masupport.monmouth@cinw.org.uk

We look forward to seeing you there!

©n behalf of
Bishop Cherry,
we invite you to:

On beholf of
Bishop Cherry,
we invite you to:

piocesin @ B pioceskn
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Easter Services

Newport
Cathedral

Cadeirlan
Casnewydd

Join us for the Maundy Thursday service from the Cathedral, this Thursday at 7:00pm

Join us for the Good Friday service from the Cathedral, on Friday at 2:00pm

Join us for the Easter Vigil service from the Cathedral, on Saturday at 8:00pm


https://youtube.com/live/TH1EtFwP13o
https://youtube.com/live/jwrF8MlPxL0
https://youtube.com/live/uqfcg3CjfDI
https://mcusercontent.com/b3afd1b0d0adb8d4215f17201/images/60de932e-fec6-39a8-36fe-99a2f7b2a833.jpg

Join us for the Easter Day service from the Cathedral, on Sunday at 10:30am

ESGOBAETH MYNWY - GWASANAETHAU CYMRAEG 2025

¥ Faithin
our Future

Gwasanaethau Cymraeg 2025 / Welsh Services 2025

Dyddiad Amser Lleoliad Gwasanaeth a Thema
Date Time Venue Service & Theme
f fed
Mai 10 N 9.30 yb. St Thomas: Trefynwy / Monmouth, Ewcharist
May 10 9.30 am St Thomas' Square, Overmonnow, Eucharist
Dydd Sadwrn / Saturday ) Monmouth, NP25 5ES
fed .
Mehefin If 4yh. Cadeirlan Casnewydd Gosber Corawl
June I5 4m Newport Cathedral: St Woolos, Choral Evenso
Dydd Sul / Sunday P Stow Hill, Newport, NP20 4EA ng
Gorffennaf 3 St Dyfrig's Church, .
July 37 :.;Y:‘ Countisbury Avenue, Llanrumney, E‘:;:::::
Dydd Lau / Thursday P Cardiff, CF3 5SRN
fed
Gorﬁennafml 2 930 yb. St Thomas,. Trefynwy / Monmouth, Ewcharist
July 12 9.30 St Thomas’ Square, Overmonnow, Eucharist
Dydd Sadwrn / Saturday ~=vam Monmouth, NP25 5ES ucharis
Medi |3 9.30 v.b St Thomas, Trefynwy / Monmouth, Ewcharist: Gyl y Grog
September 13 9“30);}”' St Thomas' Square, Overmonnow, Eucharist: Holy Cross
Dydd Sadwrn / Saturday i Monmouth, NP25 5ES Day
Hydref 8™ Cadeirlan Casnewydd
October 8" :gg Y;: Newport Cathedral: St Woolos, &‘::i?;f;r;“rl
Dydd Mercher / Wednesday | >°" P Stow Hill, Newport, NP20 4EA i
fed
Tachwedd am 9.30 yb. St Thomas: Trefynwy / Monmouth, Ewcharist: Sul y Cofio
November 8 9.30 am St Thomas' Square, Overmonnow, Eucharist: Remembrance
Dydd Sadwrn / Dydd Sadwrn i Monmouth, NP25 5ES
Rhagfyr 8" .
" 6.30 y.h St Mary, Brynbuga / Usk, Ewcharist
December 8 6.30 pm NPIS IBN Eucharist
Dydd Llun / Monday - P
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Amfwy o wybodaeth cysylltwch & Ruth Willis: ruth_willis05@hotmail.com

For further information contact Ruth Willis: ruth_willis05@hotmail.com



https://youtube.com/live/5w8zXGSoAtU
mailto:ruth_willis05@hotmail.com
mailto:ruth_willis05@hotmail.com
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Vacancies

MONMOUTH MARCHES MINISTRY AREA

" Faithin HOUSE FOR DUTY PRIEST
our Fulure

Ready to take a different step in ministry?

We are looking for a collaborative and caring priest with a genuine passion for working
with others, lay and ordained, in a beautiful part of Wales.

Based in the lovely village of Llandogo and primarily working with churches around

that area, you will also be part of the Team covering the Ministry Area of Monmouth
Marches.

We hope for a Priest who will be:
< Caring - has a strong pastoral heart and passion for encouraging the
members of each of the congregations in discipleship
+ Collaborative in nature - working well with the Ministry Team, lay and
ordained, within the Ministry Area and is a good team player

+ Community focussed - being a visible presence in the Ministry Area
< Engaging - has energy and commitment to engage with the local
communities and is sympathetic to the needs of rural communities

If you think you might be that person... we would very much like to hear from you.

For an informal conversation please contact The Revd. Tim Dack, Ministry Area Leader on
07958 022782 or TimothyDack@cinw.org.uk

We are striving to be an inclusive diocese and would welcome applications
from all suitably qualified clerics

Application form and full profile available at
https://monmouth.churchinwales.org.uk/en/about-us/jobs/

Applications should be submitted by email to:
archdeacon.monmouth@churchinwales.org.uk

Closing date for applications: 19th May 2025
Interviews to take place soon after
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Team Vicar - Heart of Monmouthshire MA

Faith in

our Future

TEAM VICAR

The Heart of Monmouthshire Ministry Area is hoping to find a new team vicar who is
collaborative, pastoral, creative, and passionate about bringing the Good News of the
Gospel to the small hopeful communities we serve.

Are you
Confident?
Comfortable with all types of people?
Passionate about teamwork?

Do you
Value pastoral visiting?
Want to see God's church grow?
Recognise the value and ministry of lay people?

Can you
Be creative in worship and community activities?
Recognise and balance the needs of individuals and whole congregations?
Do detail whilst also seeing the bigger picture?

Would you like to
Be part of a team that has a “can do” attitude?
Influence the shape of God’s church in our Ministry Area?
Minister in communities that want to thrive?

We would love to hear from you if you have energy, joy, and optimism for the place of the

church in our rural communities.

We are striving to be an inclusive diocese and would welcome applications
from all suitably qualified clerics.

Please contact Rev’d Canon Sally Ingle-Gillis for an informal chat on 07813
264429 or sallyinglegillis@cinw.org.uk

Application form and full profile: https://monmouth.churchinwales.org.uk/en/about-
us/jobs/

Applications should be submitted by email
to: archdeacon.monmouth@churchinwales.org.uk

Closing date for applications: Friday 9th May 2025
Interviews to take place shortly after
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