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News 
 

  
 

Monmouth Diocese Holds Special Diocesan Conference 

 

 

 

The Diocese of Monmouth held a successful and encouraging Special Diocesan Conference 
online on Saturday, 12th July, bringing together members for a focused and fruitful discussion 
on the future of diocesan governance. 

The meeting, which lasted just 30 minutes, took place on the hottest day of the year, and we are 
very grateful to all our members who attended. Members had the opportunity to ask insightful 
questions, including how ministry areas nominate representatives to the Diocesan Board of 
Finance (DBF) and Standing Committee, as well as questions about the diocese’s long-term 
vision. 

The single item on the agenda was a motion to pause the implementation of the Monmouth 
Diocesan Council. The Council, originally due to launch in January 2026, would bring together 
the DBF and the Standing Committee into a single body. The decision to pause this new 
structure follows a recent meeting of the Representative Body of the Church in Wales, where 
trustees discussed the evolving governance landscape—particularly in light of developments in 
the Diocese of Bangor. A review of diocesan structures across Wales is now anticipated. 

In a proactive and prudent move, it was proposed that the Conference pause the 
implementation of the Diocesan Council to ensure alignment with any forthcoming 
recommendations. The motion was proposed by Archdeacon Ian Rees and seconded by Ian 
Loynd—both trustees of the Representative Body—who emphasised the importance of 
thoughtful planning and collaboration. 



The motion was passed with strong support from Conference members, and a follow-up 
motion will be brought forward at a future meeting once the wider review has concluded. 

The Diocese of Monmouth continues to benefit from strong support from the Representative 
Body, including £6.7 million in additional funding over ten years to support clergy stipends, as 
well as access to expert teams in safeguarding, legal, and property matters. 

This special conference highlighted the diocese’s commitment to transparency, good 
governance, and shared decision-making. 

 

  
 

Cathedral Plan - Charting the Way 

 

 

 

The Cathedral has revised its plan to direct and shape its mission and ministry to serve its four 
constituencies: 

• The Diocese of Monmouth as Mother Church and Bishop’s Seat 
• The City of Newport as the historic focal and civic church 
• The region and nation of Wales as a significant ecclesiastical building in the Church in 

Wales 



• The regular congregations who contribute so much to its life and witness and are growing 
in size, diversity and faith. 

A copy of the plan can be found on the Cathedral website via this link. 

https://www.newportcathedral.org.uk/the-cathedral-constitution/ 

The plan is based around four key ways of being: 

• Prayerful – the bedrock of everything 

• Proclaiming – to tell the story of our faith and share this with others 

• Pastoral – show the love of Christ to the world as well as one another 

• Prophetic – to speak and act for the justice of God 

 

To underpin these, the Cathedral aims to be resilient in terms of governance, finances and 
buildings. 

There are also five key values, being: 

• Kind 

• Gracious and generous in listening and speaking 

• Inclusive 

• Outward looking and loving 

• Joyful. 

 

Paper copies of the plan are also available in the Cathedral. 

 

  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.newportcathedral.org.uk/the-cathedral-constitution/


Sharing Our Story - Testimonies 

  

In her testimony, Revd Wendy Tayler, 
shares her faith journey. 

 

"I grew up in a Christian home but chased 
the thrill of weekends. Deep down, I 
longed for my parents’ faith. One day, 
facing a tough truth, I prayed God wouldn’t 
leave me. In my parents’ embrace, I felt His 
presence. Since then, He’s been my 
strength. Life with Christ isn’t easy, but it’s 
the best decision I ever made!” 

  

 

 

          

You can read Revd Wendy’s full testimony here 

 

  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://monmouth.churchinwales.org.uk/en/about-us/testimonies/testimony-revd-wendy-tayler/


Licensing of Revd Hannah Robinson 

 

 

 

 

Hannah Robinson was licensed as Team 
Vicar, for Heart of Monmouthshire MA, by 
Bishop Cherry in a really joyful service at 
St Peter’s Church, Goetre on Sunday 13th 
July. 

 

 

 

 

         

As the Bishop welcomed Hannah she urged all the churches and people to be bold, creative 
and imaginative in living out the values of love, joy, generosity, humility, courage and integrity as 
we share the gospel. 

 

  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Free How-To Guides - Fundraising 

 

 

 

Some useful guides regarding funding and running a not-for-profit organisation are available 
from a blog post by Christina Poulton, a consultant who works with non-profit organisations 
such as charities, community interest companies and community organisations. 

She has experience of setting up and developing new organisations and shares ideas on ‘how to 
think like a fundraiser’, ‘what funders want to know’ and more. 

Please click on the link below to see how the guides can help you with your next fundraising or 
grant applications. 

https://www.christinapoultoncreative.co.uk/free-how-to-guides 

 

  
 

Thank You message from Jonathan and Carol Williams 

 

We would like to say a huge thank you to 
everyone who gave so generously to our 
retirement gifts and sent us cards and 
good wishes as Jonathan retires as 
Archdeacon of Newport. 

Also enormous thanks to the many people 
who made possible the Thanksgiving and 
Farewell Service at the Cathedral and 
everyone who came to the Service or 
watched it online. We have been 
overwhelmed by your kindness and love at 
this time of significant change for us. 

  

 

 

         

 

https://www.christinapoultoncreative.co.uk/
https://www.christinapoultoncreative.co.uk/free-how-to-guides


We will still be living in the Diocese and will undoubtedly see many of you from time to time. 

With our prayers and best wishes, 
Jonathan and Carol Williams 

 

  
 

Training 
 

  
 

Safeguarding Training 2025 

 

 

 

 
 

The current Safeguarding dates for 2025 are shown below: 

  

 

 

 

 

 
 

The current Safeguarding sessions held online via Zoom are also shown below: 

  



 

 

 

 

To find out when your Safeguarding training is due for renewal, please contact Vicki Stevens 
at Monbishpa@churchinwales.org.uk or by phone on 01633 263510. 

 

To access the booking form and book 
your place please click on the button 
                     

  

Safeguarding Training Booking Form - 
The Church in Wales 

 

 

        

 

Contact details for all of the safeguarding team can be found here: 

Meet the team - The Church in Wales 

 

The Provincial Safeguarding Officer for the Diocese of Monmouth is Colin Taylor who can be 
contacted via email at colintaylor@cinw.org.uk or by phone on 07956 790330. 

 

  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

mailto:monbishpa@churchinwales.org.uk?subject=&body=
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https://www.churchinwales.org.uk/en/clergy-and-members/safeguarding/meet-the-team/
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Events 
          

 

  
 

In conversation with Dr Azim Ahmed - 24th July 

 

 

 

  
 



Churches Unlocked 2025 

 

 

 

There is still time to take part in Churches Unlocked! 

Be part of our annual festival where churches open their doors for worship, prayer, quiet 
reflection and host events for their local communities, schools, clubs, etc. - ranging from 
special services to flower shows, concerts, school tours, and more! 

Diolch yn fawr to everyone who has expressed interest in taking part once again and to those 
trying out the festival for the first time. 

Please use the link below to see which churches are taking part and discover what hidden gems 
each one has to offer! 

https://monmouth.churchinwales.org.uk/en/clergy-and-members/churches-unlocked-
25/ 

 

https://monmouth.churchinwales.org.uk/en/clergy-and-members/churches-unlocked-25/
https://monmouth.churchinwales.org.uk/en/clergy-and-members/churches-unlocked-25/


  
 

Quiet Days at Ty Mawr Convent - Autumn 2025 

 

 

 

Ty Mawr Convent have listed their autumn 2025 Quiet days as September 6th, October 
4th and November 8th. 

To download a copy of their schedule please click here 

Alternatively, for more details please visit their website at https://tymawrconvent.org/quiet-
days-in-2025/ 
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For Your Prayers 
 

  
 

Roy Matthews 

 

We were very sad to hear that the Revd Roy Matthews died suddenly at the end of June. May he 
rest in peace. 

Roy trained at St Michael’s College and was ordained in 1964. He served in the Diocese of 
Llandaff 1964-1971 and then came to the Diocese of Monmouth, becoming Vicar of Bettws (St 
David). In 1984, Roy was appointed Vicar of Holy Trinity Abergavenny where he stayed until his 
retirement in 2005. He was made an Honorary Canon of our Cathedral in 2005. 

We thank God for Roy’s life and ministry and pray for his daughter Tania and her family in their 
grief. 

Roy’s funeral will be held on 17th July at 2pm at St Mark’s Church, Highcliffe. Should 
anyone wish to watch the Facebook live stream, it will be available on St Mark’s Church 
main Facebook page which can be found 
at https://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=100064274756365 

 

  
 

Services 
 

  
 

 

 

 
 

Join us for the service from the Cathedral, on Sunday at 10:30am 

 

You can watch the service here  

 

https://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=100064274756365
https://youtube.com/live/Gn48cQzQ7Bg


  
 

ESGOBAETH MYNWY - GWASANAETHAU CYMRAEG 2025 

 

 

 

 

 

All services in Chepstow and Monmouth will be bilingual and suitable for learners: Bydd pob 
gwasanaeth yn ddwyieithog ac yn addas i ddysgwyr 

 

Amfwy o wybodaeth cysylltwch â Karen Dent: Karendent@churchinwales.org.uk 
For further information contact Karen Dent: Karendent@churchinwales.org.uk 

 

mailto:Karendent@churchinwales.org.uk?subject=&body=
mailto:Karendent@churchinwales.org.uk?subject=undefined&body=undefined


  
 

Vacancies 
 

  
 

House for Duty Priest - Monmouth Marches MA 

 

 

 

For an informal conversation please contact The Revd Tim Dack, Ministry Area Leader on 07958 
022782 or TimothyDack@cinw.org.uk 

We are striving to be an inclusive diocese and would welcome applications from  all 
suitably qualified clerics 

Application form and full profile available 
at https://monmouth.churchinwales.org.uk/en/about-us/jobs/ 

Applications should be submitted by email to: 
archdeacon.monmouth@churchinwales.org.uk 

Closing date for applications: 31st July 2025 
Interviews to take place soon after 

 

 

 

mailto:TimothyDack@cinw.org.uk?subject=TimothyDack%40cinw.org.uk&body=
https://monmouth.churchinwales.org.uk/en/about-us/jobs/
mailto:archdeacon.monmouth@churchinwales.org.uk?subject=archdeacon.monmouth%40churchinwales.org.uk&body=


  
 

Children and Families Pioneer - Mynydd Bedwellte MA 

 

 

 

For an informal chat, please contact David Edwards on 07494 266748 

Application form and full profile available 
at https://monmouth.churchinwales.org.uk/en/news-and-events/children-and-families-

pioneer-tredegar/ 

To Apply: Send a completed application form to davidedwards@cinw.org.uk 

Deadline for submitting application: Thursday 17th July, 10am. 

Interview date: Thursday 24th July. 
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mailto:davidedwards@cinw.org.uk?subject=davidedwards%40cinw.org.uk&body=


 


