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The Diocese of Monmouth held a successful and encouraging Special Diocesan Conference
online on Saturday, 12th July, bringing together members for a focused and fruitful discussion
on the future of diocesan governance.

The meeting, which lasted just 30 minutes, took place on the hottest day of the year, and we are
very grateful to all our members who attended. Members had the opportunity to ask insightful
questions, including how ministry areas nominate representatives to the Diocesan Board of
Finance (DBF) and Standing Committee, as well as questions about the diocese’s long-term
vision.

The single item on the agenda was a motion to pause the implementation of the Monmouth
Diocesan Council. The Council, originally due to launch in January 2026, would bring together
the DBF and the Standing Committee into a single body. The decision to pause this new
structure follows a recent meeting of the Representative Body of the Church in Wales, where
trustees discussed the evolving governance landscape—particularly in light of developments in
the Diocese of Bangor. A review of diocesan structures across Wales is now anticipated.

In a proactive and prudent move, it was proposed that the Conference pause the
implementation of the Diocesan Council to ensure alignment with any forthcoming
recommendations. The motion was proposed by Archdeacon lan Rees and seconded by lan
Loynd—Dboth trustees of the Representative Body—who emphasised the importance of
thoughtful planning and collaboration.



The motion was passed with strong support from Conference members, and a follow-up
motion will be brought forward at a future meeting once the wider review has concluded.

The Diocese of Monmouth continues to benefit from strong support from the Representative
Body, including £6.7 million in additional funding over ten years to support clergy stipends, as
well as access to expert teams in safeguarding, legal, and property matters.

This special conference highlighted the diocese’s commitment to transparency, good
governance, and shared decision-making.

Cathedral Plan - Charting the Way

The Cathedral has revised its plan to direct and shape its mission and ministry to serve its four
constituencies:

e The Diocese of Monmouth as Mother Church and Bishop’s Seat
e The City of Newport as the historic focal and civic church

e The region and nation of Wales as a significant ecclesiastical building in the Church in
Wales



o The regular congregations who contribute so much to its life and witness and are growing
in size, diversity and faith.

A copy of the plan can be found on the Cathedral website via this link.

The plan is based around four key ways of being:
o Prayerful —the bedrock of everything
e Proclaiming —to tell the story of our faith and share this with others
e Pastoral - show the love of Christ to the world as well as one another

e Prophetic —to speak and act for the justice of God

To underpin these, the Cathedral aims to be resilient in terms of governance, finances and
buildings.

There are also five key values, being:
e Kind
e Gracious and generous in listening and speaking
¢ Inclusive
e Outward looking and loving

o Joyful.

Paper copies of the plan are also available in the Cathedral.


https://www.newportcathedral.org.uk/the-cathedral-constitution/

Sharing Our Story - Testimonies

In her testimony, Revd Wendy Tayler,
shares her faith journey.

"I grew up in a Christian home but chased
the thrill of weekends. Deep down, |
longed for my parents’faith. One day,
facing a tough truth, | prayed God wouldn’t
leave me. In my parents’embrace, | felt His
presence. Since then, He’s been my
strength. Life with Christ isn’t easy, but it’s
the best decision | ever made!”

You can read Revd Wendy'’s full testimony here



https://monmouth.churchinwales.org.uk/en/about-us/testimonies/testimony-revd-wendy-tayler/

Licensing of Revd Hannah Robinson

Hannah Robinson was licensed as Team
Vicar, for Heart of Monmouthshire MA, by
Bishop Cherry in a really joyful service at
St Peter’s Church, Goetre on Sunday 13th
July.

As the Bishop welcomed Hannah she urged all the churches and people to be bold, creative
and imaginative in living out the values of love, joy, generosity, humility, courage and integrity as

we share the gospel.



Free How-To Guides - Fundraising

How to think like
a fundraiser

Christina Poulton Creative.

Some useful guides regarding funding and running a not-for-profit organisation are available
from a blog post by Christina Poulton, a consultant who works with non-profit organisations
such as charities, community interest companies and community organisations.

She has experience of setting up and developing new organisations and shares ideas on ‘how to
think like a fundraiser’, ‘what funders want to know’ and more.

Please click on the link below to see how the guides can help you with your next fundraising or
grant applications.

https://www.christinapoultoncreative.co.uk/free-how-to-guides

Thank You message from Jonathan and Carol Williams

We would like to say a huge thank you to
everyone who gave so generously to our
retirement gifts and sent us cards and
good wishes as Jonathan retires as
Archdeacon of Newport.

Also enormous thanks to the many people
who made possible the Thanksgiving and
Farewell Service at the Cathedral and
everyone who came to the Service or
watched it online. We have been
overwhelmed by your kindness and love at
this time of significant change for us.



https://www.christinapoultoncreative.co.uk/
https://www.christinapoultoncreative.co.uk/free-how-to-guides

We will still be living in the Diocese and will undoubtedly see many of you from time to time.

With our prayers and best wishes,
Jonathan and Carol Williams

Training

Safeguarding Training 2025

The current Safeguarding dates for 2025 are shown below:

Date Day Time Location Postcode Course
St Stephen and

17/07/2025 Thursday 6.00pm - 9.00pm St Tathan, NP26 5AY C
Caerwent

The current Safeguarding sessions held online via Zoom are also shown below:



Date Day Time Course

25/09/2025 Thursday 10.00am -12.30pm B
15/10/2025 Wednesday 6.00pm - 8.30pm B
06/11/2025 Thursday 2.00pm - 4.30pm B - Bell Ringers only
08/11/2025 Saturday 10.00am - 12.30pm B
18 /11/2025 Tuesday 1.00pm - 3.30pm B

To find out when your Safeguarding training is due for renewal, please contact Vicki Stevens
at or by phone on 01633 263510.

To access the booking form and book
your place please click on the button

Contact details for all of the safeguarding team can be found here:

The Provincial Safeguarding Officer for the Diocese of Monmouth is Colin Taylor who can be
contacted via email at or by phone on 07956 790330.


mailto:monbishpa@churchinwales.org.uk?subject=&body=
https://www.churchinwales.org.uk/en/clergy-and-members/safeguarding/safeguarding-training/safeguarding-training-booking-form/
https://www.churchinwales.org.uk/en/clergy-and-members/safeguarding/safeguarding-training/safeguarding-training-booking-form/
https://www.churchinwales.org.uk/en/clergy-and-members/safeguarding/meet-the-team/
mailto:colintaylor@cinw.org.uk?subject=&body=

Events

In conversation with Dr Azim Ahmed - 24th July

NEWRORIFCATMHEDRAL

mhursday/24™2 July/2025, 7.30pm

DR AZIM AHMED

Topics tobe discussed
include/Community,
Re-enchanting the Urban,
Vocation; Sainthood, and
Interfaith Solidarity.
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Stow Hill. Newport, NP20 4ED

01633267464 www.newportcathedral.org.uk




Churches Unlocked 2025
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Doors Open!16™ June - July

Our Churches Unlocked Festival is here!
Running until the end of July, come on in,
explore, and find out what hidden gems
e 1 are near you!

.......... ~ 2025

Churches Unlocked

................................ Eglwysi Agored

There is still time to take partin Churches Unlocked!

Be part of our annual festival where churches open their doors for worship, prayer, quiet
reflection and host events for their local communities, schools, clubs, etc. - ranging from
special services to flower shows, concerts, school tours, and more!

Diolch yn fawr to everyone who has expressed interest in taking part once again and to those
trying out the festival for the first time.

Please use the link below to see which churches are taking part and discover what hidden gems
each one has to offer!

https://monmouth.churchinwales.org.uk/en/clergy-and-members/churches-unlocked-
25/


https://monmouth.churchinwales.org.uk/en/clergy-and-members/churches-unlocked-25/
https://monmouth.churchinwales.org.uk/en/clergy-and-members/churches-unlocked-25/

Quiet Days at Ty Mawr Convent - Autumn 2025

QUIET DAYS ATTYMAWR CONVENTIN AUTUMN 2025
DISTURBED INTO LOVING

Listening to Wisdom
in the life, spirit and teaching of Dietrich Bonhoeffer

Each Quiet Day begins at 10.00am with coffee
(Terce at 9.30am is optional), followed by our
speaker for the day and time for rest and prayer
before the midday Eucharist. After a ‘bring your
own’ lunch, our speaker will lead the afternoon
session, which will end with Vespers at 3.45pm.
There is no charge for the day but donations are
welcome. Pleasebook your placefor each Quiet
Day by email to SSCchaplain@gmail.com _or by
post to

The Chaplain, Tymawr Convent, Lydart,

Monmouth NP25 4RN.

Tymawr Convent - We are a small group of women committed to a simple life of
contemplative prayer, livinga few miles outside Monmouth, South Wales. The
convent is situated in 65 acres of gardens, fields and woodlands, which are
sustainably managed to produce most of the fruitand vegetables we use. We come
from all walks of lifeand range in age from 30 years to 75 years. Our lifeis centred
on a daily Eucharist and the monastic Offices. We offer hospitality to guests who
come on Retreat.

The Society has a large group of Associates, Oblates and Companions who are
committed to supportthe community through their life of prayer. Wealso welcome
women who wish to explore a callingtoa contemplativelife of prayer or to deepen
their prayer life, to livealongsidefor a period of discernment and formation. Ifyou
are drawn to discover more about any of these ways of participatingin this life of
prayer, pleasecontactthe Reverend Mother by letter or email to
reverendmother@tymawrconvent.com

Society of the Sacred Cross, Tymawr Convent, Lydart,
Monmouth NP25 4RN. Registered Charity no. 1135334
General enquiries: community@tymawrconvent.com
www.tymawrconvent.org

September 6t"

The Joining of the World and God in Christ
with Dr. Eleanor Mclaughlin

An exploration of Bonhoeffer's conviction that the world and God are unitedin
Christ, a conviction thatinforms the spirituality of our everyday lives; and a
reflection on how Bonhoeffer's life experience enables us to stay with the
unfinished orincomplete aspects of our personal and communal life.

Eleanor McLaughlin teaches theology at Ripon College Cuddesdon; one of her
areas of research s the life and work of Dietrich Bonhoeffer. She lives in Oxford
with herhusband Luke and her cat Bertie.

October 4t

Who is loving us?
with Revd. Dr. Tim Boniface

Reflections on Christand love in Dietrich Bonhoeffer

Tim Boniface has been Chaplain at Girton College, University of Cambridge since
2020, and also works as a professional jazz musician and composer. He has for
many years found both challenge and inspiration in studying the works of Dietrich
Bonhoeffer, especially his writings on the person of Jesus. He has written and
taught ona number of aspects of Bonhoeffer's work.

November 8t"

Christianity — a religion for slaves?
with Rt. Revd. Martin Shaw

Exploring Bonhoeffer’s understanding of the demand of Jesus that we obey his
command to follow himand the implication of this in resisting power and
possessivenessin our personal and corporate life —even awake-up call.

Martin Shaw is an assistant Bishop of the diocese of Exeter. Throughout his adult
life he has been associated with the Society of St Francis. He regards musicas an
important part of the journey into the inner life.

Ty Mawr Convent have listed their autumn 2025 Quiet days as September 6th, October
4th and November 8th.

To download a copy of their schedule please click here

Alternatively, for more details please visit their website at https://tymawrconvent.org/quiet-
days-in-2025/


https://mcusercontent.com/b3afd1b0d0adb8d4215f17201/images/2ca5e4d1-93ea-82f9-bdd1-6170b755d01b.png
https://tymawrconvent.org/quiet-days-in-2025/
https://tymawrconvent.org/quiet-days-in-2025/

For Your Prayers

Roy Matthews

We were very sad to hear that the Revd Roy Matthews died suddenly at the end of June. May he
restin peace.

Roy trained at St Michael’s College and was ordained in 1964. He served in the Diocese of
Llandaff 1964-1971 and then came to the Diocese of Monmouth, becoming Vicar of Bettws (St
David). In 1984, Roy was appointed Vicar of Holy Trinity Abergavenny where he stayed until his
retirement in 2005. He was made an Honorary Canon of our Cathedral in 2005.

We thank God for Roy’s life and ministry and pray for his daughter Tania and her family in their
grief.

Roy’s funeral will be held on 17th July at 2pm at St Mark’s Church, Highcliffe. Should
anyone wish to watch the Facebook live stream, it will be available on St Mark’s Church
main Facebook page which can be found

at

Services

Newport
Cathedral

Cadeirlan
Casnewydd

Join us for the service from the Cathedral, on Sunday at 10:30am


https://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=100064274756365
https://youtube.com/live/Gn48cQzQ7Bg
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ESGOBAETH MYNWY - GWASANAETHAU CYMRAEG 2025

Gwasanaethau Cymraeg 2025 / Welsh Services 2025

Dyddiad Amser Lleoliad Gwasanaeth a Thema
Date Time Venue Service & Theme
Awst 9 9.30 Eglwys Santes Fair / Priory Church of St Ewcharist
August 9* y.b. Mary's, Church Road, Eucharist
Dydd Sadwrn / Saturday 9.30 Cas-Gwent / Chepstow, NP16 SHA
Medi 6~ 9.30 | Eglwys Sant Thomas / St Thomas Church, Ewchari
September 6™ yb. St Thomas' Square, Overmonnow, Eucha n::
Dydd Sadwrn / Saturday 9.30 am Trefynwy / Monmouth, NP25 SES
Medi 13* 9.30 Eglwys Santes Fair / Priory Church of St Ewcharist: Gwyl y Grog
September 13* y.b. Mary's, Church Road, Eucharist: Holy Cross
Dydd Sadwrn / Saturday | 9.30am |  Cas-Gwent / Chepstow, NP16 SHA Day
Hydref 4~ 9.30 | Eglwys Sant Thomas / St Thomas Church, Ewvcharist
October 4* yb. St Thomas' Square, Overmonnow, Escharlic
Dydd Sadwrn / Saturday 9.30 am Trefynwy / Monmouth, NP25 SES
Hydref 8 630 y.h Cadeirlan Casnewydd / Newport
October 8" 6.30 Cathedral, Stow Hill, gh‘;‘,:,"Ec""‘“
Dydd Mercher / Wednesday | pm Casnewydd / Newport, NP20 4EA
Hydref | I* 9.30 Eglwys Santes Fair / Priory Church of St Ewcharist
October | 1™ y.b. Mary's, Church Road, Eicharist
Dydd Sadwrn / Saturday | 9.30 am Cas-Gwent / Chepstow. NP16 SHA
Tachwedd | 9.30 Eglwys Sant Thomas / St Thomas Church, Ewcharist
November 1* y-b. St Thomas' Square, Overmonnow, Eociucter
Dydd Sadwrn / Saturday 9.30 am Trefynwy / Monmouth, NP25 SES
Tachwedd 8* 9.30 Eglwys Santes Fair / Priory Church of St g
November 8" y.b. Mary's, Church Road, &MMhmsiSul Y iOﬁo
Dydd Sadwrn / Saturday | 9.30 am |  Cas-Gwent / Chepstow, NP16 SHA T L
Rhagfyr 6~ 9.30 | Eglwys Sant Thomas / St Thomas Church, Ewchari
December 6™ yb. St Thomas' Square, Overmonnow, Eucharist
Dydd Sadwrn / Saturday | 9.30 am Trefynwy / Monmouth, NP25 SES
Rhagfyr 8% 6.30yh | Eglwys Santes Fair / St Mary's Church, Ewcharist
December 8* 630 Brynbuga / Usk, Eochaciat
Dydd Llun / Monday pm NPIS IBN
Rhagfyr 13 9.30 Eglwys Santes Fair / Priory Church of St Ewchari
December 13* y.b. Mary's, Church Road, PR
Dydd Sadwrn / Saturday | 9.30 Cas-Gwent / Chepstow, NP16 SHA

YR EGLWYS

THE CHURCH

yNa NGHYMRU IN WALES

All services in Chepstow and Monmouth will be bilingual and suitable for learners: Bydd pob
gwasanaeth yn ddwyieithog ac yn addas i ddysgwyr

Amfwy o wybodaeth cysylltwch & Karen Dent: Karendent@churchinwales.org.uk
For further information contact Karen Dent: Karendent@churchinwales.org.uk



mailto:Karendent@churchinwales.org.uk?subject=&body=
mailto:Karendent@churchinwales.org.uk?subject=undefined&body=undefined

Vacancies

House for Duty Priest - Monmouth Marches MA

MONMOUTH MARCHES MINISTRY AREA

Faithin HOUSE FOR DUTY PRIEST
our Future

th

Ready to take a different step in ministry?

We are looking for a collaborative and caring priest with a genuine passion for working
with others, lay and ordained, in a beautiful part of Wales.

Based in the lovely village of Llandogo and primarily working with churches around
that area, you will also be part of the Team covering the Ministry Area of Monmouth
Marches.

We hope for a Priest who will be:
< Caring - has a strong pastoral heart and passion for encouraging the
members of each of the congregations in discipleship
« Collaborative in nature - working well with the Ministry Team, lay and
ordained, within the Ministry Area and is a good team player

< Community focussed - being a visible presence in the Ministry Area
< Engaging - has energy and commitment to engage with the local
communities and is sympathetic to the needs of rural communities

If you think you might be that person... we would very much like to hear from you.

For an informal conversation please contact The Revd Tim Dack, Ministry Area Leader on 07958
022782 or TimothyDack@cinw.org.uk

We are striving to be an inclusive diocese and would welcome applications from all
suitably qualified clerics

Application form and full profile available
at https://monmouth.churchinwales.org.uk/en/about-us/jobs/

Applications should be submitted by email to:
archdeacon.monmouth@churchinwales.org.uk

Closing date for applications: 31st July 2025
Interviews to take place soon after

=
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mailto:TimothyDack@cinw.org.uk?subject=TimothyDack%40cinw.org.uk&body=
https://monmouth.churchinwales.org.uk/en/about-us/jobs/
mailto:archdeacon.monmouth@churchinwales.org.uk?subject=archdeacon.monmouth%40churchinwales.org.uk&body=

Children and Families Pioneer - Mynydd Bedwellte MA

% Faithin
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Children and Families Pioneer

Full Time (Part-time will be considered)
Salary £30,059 (plus 10% employers pension contribution)

o

We are seeking to recruit a Children and Families’ Pioneer to work in Tredegar. As part of
ateam, you will lead regular activities and events that will impact the lives of children
and families so they can discover the deep love of God. From toddler groups to holiday
clubs, school engagement to parenting classes, the opportunities are endless. If you are
someone with energy and vision who can make connections and build relationships, we
have a supportive team waiting to work with you in this well-resourced project. Together
we will plant a new worshipping community based at St George’s Church, Tredegar.

This post is suitable for someone who has previously worked with children, possibly in a
setting such as a school, local authority or church.

Main Tasks:

+ Pioneer new initiatives to develop children and families” ministry and expand our
outreach in the local area; including appropriate use of the liturgical calendar
and community initiatives such as holiday clubs, and toddler groups.

+ Recruit and coach voluntary teamns, pastoring all members on the Children and
Youth teams.

+ Build relationships and partnerships with schools, colleges and community
groups, and where applicable, be the first point of contact for them.

+ Toensure the Church in Wales constitution, policies, and practises are followed
and strong safeguarding practises are embedded into their ethos so that all
pipeline activities are a safe space.

+ Oversee all child protection, organising training and DBS checks.

This role has a Genuine Occupational Requirement under the Equality Act 2010 for the
postholder to be a communicant member of the Church in Wales or of a Church in
communion with it or of a Member of CYTUN. If you are unsure, please do be in contact.
Satisfactory enhanced DBS checks will be sought.

For an informal chat, please contact David Edwards on 07494 266748

Application form and full profile available
at https://monmouth.churchinwales.org.uk/en/news-and-events/children-and-families-
pioneer-tredegar/

To Apply: Send a completed application form to davidedwards@cinw.org.ulk
Deadline for submitting application: Thursday 17th July, 10am.

Interview date: Thursday 24th July.


tel:07494266748
https://monmouth.churchinwales.org.uk/en/news-and-events/children-and-families-pioneer-tredegar/
https://monmouth.churchinwales.org.uk/en/news-and-events/children-and-families-pioneer-tredegar/
mailto:davidedwards@cinw.org.uk?subject=davidedwards%40cinw.org.uk&body=




