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News
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Bishop Cherry is pleased to announce the appointment of a new curate who is preparing for
ordination to the diaconate at Newport Cathedral on 28th June 2025.

Ceri-Ann Jones will be licensed to serve in the Cwmbran Ministry Area with the Revd Karin
Pardoe as her training incumbent.

At the June service, Ceri-Ann will be joined by Revd Marlwyn Nixon (Cwmbran Ministry Area)
and Revd Liane Chalmers (St Illtyd Ministry Area) as they are ordained to the Priesthood.

Please pray for Ceri-Ann, Marlwyn and Liane as they continue to grow in faith and hope and
prepare for this significant step in their lives. Pray too for the Ministry Areas where they will
serve.

Lord, as you called your disciples, confirm now your call to Ceri-Ann, Marlwyn and Liane.
Open their ears to listen to your voice,
Open their eyes to discern your presence,
Open their hearts to receive your love.
As they prepare for their ordination,
help them put their trust in you
Now and in the weeks to come. Amen



Archdeacon of Newport to Retire

Archdeacon Jonathan Williams will be retiring from full-time stipendiary ministry on the 31st
July after nearly 40 years of ordained service. Almost all of this has been in the Diocese of
Monmouth. Jonathan has been Archdeacon since September 2012, having served in various
roles in Cwmbran, Marshfield and Bassaleg before that. He has been Bishop Cherry’s Chaplain
since 2021.

Jonathan has also contributed significantly to the wider life of the Church in Wales, serving on
many of its Boards and Committees including the Governing Body, Standing Committee,
Representative Body and a number of Electoral Colleges.

A Farewell Service to give thanks for Jonathan’s ministry and service amongst us will be held
in Newport Cathedral at 4pm on Sunday 6th July 2025.

Lent Appeal 2025

Lent Appeal 2025 -supporting vital projects in both Gwent and the Highveld.


https://mcusercontent.com/b3afd1b0d0adb8d4215f17201/images/2915c18c-3bb6-796d-ab4c-50c96c1bdd37.jpeg

Our Appeal this year focusses on two related issues; positive masculinity and domestic abuse.
There are many forms of abuse, usually but not exclusively against women, and they are
common here in the UK as well as in South Africa. We will be supporting work that seeks to
combat violence and sexual exploitation and support those who have suffered from it.
Information on the projects we will be supporting can be found

Donations

If you would like to donate to the Lent Appeal 2025, you are able to do so in the following ways:

A cheque made payable to “Monmouth DBF” can be sent to the Diocesan Office at 64 Caerau
Road, Newport, NP20 4HJ. Please ensure you write “Lent Appeal 2025” on the back of the
cheque.

By bank transfer, including the reference “Lent Appeal 2025” within the transaction.

Ministry Areas will already have the diocesan bank details, but if there are any queries, or any
individuals would also like to donate this way, please contact the Diocesan Office on
(01633) 267490 who will provide the necessary details.

Thank you/Diolch!

Lent Courses

Lent is a great time to meet together in groups for discussion, study, prayer and reflection. We
hope that beyond that time, some of you will decide that it is good to continue meeting
together. Lots of groups are already finding real benefits in meeting regularly, building
relationships and enjoying the chance for open and honest conversations.

A number of discussions have taken places about possible courses for this Lent. There are lots
of resources available for small groups or for individuals. Below are some of the courses that
have been suggested for those of you who are still looking for suitable material.

Please click on the buttons below to download and access either a PDF or Word version of the
list of Lent courses.
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Further to Bishop Cherry’s letter sent in the recent mailings, here is a reminder of the dates
when each of the meetings to discern views in respect to covenanted same sex partnerships
will take place.

List of Meeting Dates

The dates, times, and venues for each of these meetings are listed below.

¢ Newport Cathedral - Tuesday 18th March 2025 (7pm)

e St Mary’s, Abergavenny - Wednesday 26th March 2025 (7pm)
e St Augustine’s, Pontllanfraith - Thursday 10th April 2025 (2pm)
¢ All Saints, Cyncoed - Monday 12th May 2025 (7.30pm)

e St Mary’s, Magor - Thursday 5th June 2025 (11am)

e Newport Cathedral - Wednesday 11th June 2025 (11am)

The letter from the Bench of Bishops concerning the future of the Church in Wales’ stance and
practice in respect to covenanted same sex partnerships is linked below for context, as are
Bishop Cherry’s letter, and the links to suggested resources.

Light refreshments will be served at the start, and we hope these meetings will provide a safe
space for people to speak openly, honestly and respectfully and to listen to one another with
similar respect.

Please sign up for a date convenient to you by emailing Bishop Cherry’s EA, Vicki
Stevens at This will help us coordinate seating and
refreshments for each meeting.

Letter from Bench of Bishops Letter from Bishop Cherry
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Resources for Theological Reflection on Same Sex Relationships

Please click on link in buttons below to download and access documents

Theological Reflection - PDF

Theological Reflection - WORD

Thy Kingdom Come - 9 Days of Prayer and Mission, 29th May - 8th June

The need for the transforming power of God in our world and neighbourhoods is more stark
than ever. There is a greater hope that we can offer the world. It is our hope and prayer that
those who have not heard the Good News of Jesus and his love for the world will hear it for
themselves, giving them an opportunity to respond.
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This year, our diocese will join people from around the world to dedicate the time between
Ascension to Pentecost in 9 days of Prayer and Mission. This is an opportunity to partner with
God in prayer and mission so your community can encounter the love of Christ.

We are encouraging your Ministry Area to spend the 9 days from Ascension (29th May) to
Pentecost (8th June) in praying ‘Thy Kingdom Come’ and in living out the vision of Gods
Kingdom on Earth.

Each day you can hold a different prayer or mission activity and over the coming weeks we will
be offering different suggestions, and sign post you to resources that you might wish to develop.

Each ministry area will be provided with prayer booklets to support people in praying at home.
We will also gift £500 to each ministry area to run an event during these 9 days to which you can
invite people to.

There is the opportunity to receive a grant of £500 towards an ongoing outreach activity. Speak
to Archdeacon Stella for more information.

Our collective outreach will be celebrated at a Pentecost Service on Saturday 7th June in St
Marys Abergavenny, where we can gather, with Bishop Cherry, to joyfully worship and pray
together as the Diocese family. Teaching and Activities will be put on for the children and youth
and the service will be followed by refreshments.

Some starter ideas:

e Arrange a rota for your church to be open for quiet prayer and reflection and publicise this
across your area. Maybe set up some prayer stations with simple instructions to help
people to journey in prayer.

e Organise a community litter pick.

e Undertake an eco project in your churchyard or register for Eco Church and spend this week
working towards your bronze award.

e Hold a community picnic and invite those you know who are on their own or have been
recently widowed.

e Hold an outdoor service to demonstrate that the church is actively praying for its local area
—and allowing for the spirit to prompt those who are passing to be curious.

e Undertake a prayer walk.

e Plan a partnership project with your local school i.e. visit a nursing home, provide an
afternoon tea, draw together the different generations.

e Take up a special collection for the local foodbank.

e Hold an open churches event or family fun day.

e Have a schedule for daily prayer to happen across your churches or for a rosary group to
gather each day.

For more ideas and resources, check out the Thy Kingdom Come website with new resources
being launched on 25th February:


https://www.thykingdomcome.global/

Training

Safeguarding Training 2025

The current Safeguarding dates for 2025 are shown below:

Date Day Time Location Postcode Course
Magor Church

20/03/2025 Thursday 6.30pm - 9.30pm Centre, NP26 3ET C
Magor

The following online Zoom sessions are also available:

Date Day Time Course
25/02/2025 Tuesday 6.00pm - 8.00pm B
18/03/2025 Tuesday 10.00am - 12.00 noon B

07/04/2025 Monday 1.30pm - 3.30pm B
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To find out when your Safeguarding training is due for renewal, please contact Vicki Stevens
at Monbishpa@churchinwales.org.ulk or by phone on 01633 263510.

Safeguarding Training Booking Form -
To access the booking form and book The Church in Wales

your place please click on the button

Contact details for all of the safeguarding team can be found here:
Meet the team - The Church in Wales

The Provincial Safeguarding Officer for the Diocese of Monmouth is Colin Taylor who can be
contacted via email at colintaylor@cinw.org.uk or by phone on 07956 790330.


mailto:monbishpa@churchinwales.org.uk?subject=&body=
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Events

Mothers Union Commissioning Service - 22nd March

The Mothers Union have a new Diocesan
President, Paula Pippen, and details of
the commissioning service and
celebration are detailed on the poster (see

right B3).

All are very welcome to attend.

Please respond by 1st
March to paula.pippen9@gmail.com if
you wish to attend.

Mothers Union
Commissioning Service

‘JOIN US, JOIN IN’

Saturday March 22"
3.00pm

St Hilda’s Griffithstown

NP4 SHN
Bishop Cherry will be celebrating and preaching.
Afternoon tea in St Hilda’s Hall after the service

ALLARE WELCOME

Extra parking will be available at Panteg House
NP4 SBE

Please respond by 1* March if you wish to attend

paula.pippen9@gmail.com


https://www.mothersunion.org/diocese/monmouth
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Save the Date - Churches Count on Nature 2025: 7th-15th June
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For Your Prayers

Brian Pearce

We remember with thanksgiving the life and ministry of the Revd Canon Brian Pearce who died
on January 14th aged 85.

Brian retired to Monmouth with his wife Margaret in 2005 and was very much involved in the
church of St Thomas Overmonnow, helping to run ‘Tommmy’s Tiddlers’, a children and parent

group.
May he restin peace andrise in glory.
A full obituary written by Bishop Dominic can be read here

A Memorial Service for Brian will be held at St Thomas' Church, Monmouth on Monday
24th February 2025 at 1.30pm to which all are invited.

Further details are available at https://www.funeralguide.co.uk/obituaries/131043


https://mcusercontent.com/b3afd1b0d0adb8d4215f17201/files/0d3bd70a-2f97-3a03-2d5e-3f52da454e3a/Brian_Pearce_obituary.pdf
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Services

Newport
Cathedral

Cadeirlan
Casnewydd

Join us for the service from the Cathedral, this Sunday at 10:30am

You can watch the service here


https://youtube.com/live/BnNau3iDuso

our Future

Gwasanaethau Cymraeg 2025 / Welsh services 2025

Moniday / Dydd Llun

Date Time Venue Service & Theme
Dyddiad Amser Lleoliaeth Gwasanaeth & Thema
Mawrth 8* 9.30 am St Thomas, Eucharist
March 8* ly.b. Monmouth Ewcharist
Saturday | Crydd Sadwmmn \r' Gamwys J|‘ Lent
Ebrill 12 St David, Eucharist
April 127 11am/y.b Beaufort Ewcharist
Saturday | Dydd Sadwm
Mai 10™ 9.30 am / St Thomas, Eucharist
May 10 y.b. Monmouth Ewcharist
Saturday | Dydd Sadwm
Mehefin 15 4pm/yh Cathedral Choral Evensong
June 15" Cadeirlan. Gosber
Sunday | Dydd Sul
Gorfennaf 3 7pm St Dyfrig's Eucharist
July 3rd Church, Ewcharist
Thursday | Dydd L Llanrumney
Gorfennaf 12 9.30 am St Thomas, Eucharist
July 12* fy.b. Monmouth Ewcharist
Saturday | Dydd Sadwm
Medi 13% 9.30 am 5t Thomas, Eucharist
September 13* ly.b. Monmouth Ewcharist
SRARESE R S Holy Cross Day / Gyl y
Grog
Hydref 8 6.30 pm / Cathedral Choral Evensong
October 8" y.h. Cadeirlan Gosber
‘Wednesday | Dydd Mercher
Tachwedd 8f* 9.30 am St Thomas Eucharist: Remembrance
MNovember 8" ly.b. Monmouth Ewcharist: Sul y Gofio
Saturday | Dydd Sadwm
Rhagfyr 8~ 6.30 pm/ St Mary Eucharist
December 8" y.h. Usk Ewcharist

Amfwy o wybodaeth cysylltwch & Ruth Willis:
For further information contact Ruth Willis:
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Vacancies

Team Vicar - Monmouth Marches MA

MONMOUTH MARCHES
MINISTRY AREA

Fuilt:h in
1
ourruiure TEAM VICAR

Do you have a strong faith and a passion for the church to grow? Do you want to live and
work in a beautiful town and surrounding villages with incredible history?

Then please read on because we would love you to know more about our wonderful area
and the people who make it so special.

Are you interested in discipleship, and developing worship? Are you someone who is excited by
good communication, by reaching those who are not familiar with church, and really have a heart
for town and rural ministry? Alongside the person specification and other essential skills, answering
yes to these questions would be a good fit for our team

Monmouth Marches, which covers the area in and around the town of Monmouth is looking for a
team vicar who wants to be part of a team that is growing! Growing in our relationship with God and
with other people and growing in our ministry together as we continue to discern ways of best
working and ministering across the whole Ministry Area. We have a range of church traditions and
styles of working and really look forward to welcoming someone to complement the gifts and skills
we have.

We are striving to be an inclusive diocese and would welcome applications
from all suitably qualified clerics

For an informal conversation please contact Revd Tim Dack on 07958
0227822 or TimothyDack@cinw.org.uk

Application form and full profile available
at https://monmouth.churchinwales.org.uk/en/about-us/jobs/

Applications should be submitted by email
to: archdeacon.monmouth@churchinwales.org.uk

Closing date for applications: 31st March 2025
Interviews to take place shortly after

YR EGLWYS
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House for Duty Priest - Monmouth Marches MA

MONMOUTH MARCHES MINISTRY AREA

% Faithin HOUSE FOR DUTY PRIEST
our Future

Ready to take a different step in ministry?

We are looking for a collaborative and caring priest with a genuine passion for working
with others, lay and ordained, in a beautiful part of Wales.

Based in the lovely village of Llandogo and primarily working with churches around
that area, you will also be part of the Team covering the Ministry Area of Monmouth
Marches.

We hope for a Priest who will be:

+ Caring - has a strong pastoral heart and passion for encouraging the
members of each of the congregations in discipleship

+» Collaborative in nature - working well with the Ministry Team, lay and
ordained, within the Ministry Area and is a good team player

«» Community focussed - being a visible presence in the Ministry Area

+» Engaging - has energy and commitment fo engage with the local
communities and is sympathetic to the needs of rural communities

If you think you might be that person... we would very much like to hear from you.

For an informal conversation please contact The Revd Tim Dack on 07958
022782 or TimothyDack@cinw.org.uk

We are striving to be an inclusive diocese and would welcome applications
from all suitably qualified clerics

Application form and full profile available
at https://monmouth.churchinwales.org.uk/en/about-us/jobs/

Applications should be submitted by email
to: archdeacon.monmouth@churchinwales.org.uk

Closing date for applications: 31st March 2025
Interviews to take place shortly after
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