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News 
 

  
 

Lent Appeal 2025 

 

 

Lent Appeal 2025 – supporting vital projects in both Gwent and the Highveld. 

Our Appeal this year focusses on two related issues; positive masculinity and 
domestic abuse. There are many forms of abuse, usually but not exclusively against 
women, and they are common here in the UK as well as in South Africa. We will be 
supporting work that seeks to combat violence and sexual exploitation and support 
those who have suffered from it. Information on the projects we will be supporting can 
be found here. 

  
 

This week we continue our focus on the vital projects supported by our 2025 Lent 
Appeal 

  

Gender Based Violence 

 

Let’s bust some myths with the charity Refuge 

It can be tempting to explain away patterns of abusive behaviour but it’s important to 
call that what it is: making excuses. 

Remember, there is only one person to blame for abuse — and that is the abuser. 

Myth 1: Alcohol, drugs and stress make men violent 

Abusers are also violent when sober. Many men who drink never use violence. These 
are all excuses. 

 

https://mcusercontent.com/b3afd1b0d0adb8d4215f17201/files/2e75756f-7564-e511-e47d-d85c8f610b43/Lent_Appeal_2025_Projects_We_Are_Supporting.pdf
https://mcusercontent.com/b3afd1b0d0adb8d4215f17201/images/7018a351-bde4-662d-a45f-40dac83987fd.jpeg


Myth 2: She would leave if it was really bad 

There are many overlapping and intersecting reasons why women may stay. Leaving is 
difficult and takes time. It is a process. 

Myth 3: Abusers grow up in violent homes 

Violence is a choice an abuser makes; They alone is responsible. 

Myth 4: Domestic abuse only happens to certain women 

Domestic abuse can happen to any woman regardless of where they live, their 
profession, or their social, economic or ethnic background. 

Myth 5: Some women deserve it 

Men often claim their partner ‘makes them do it’. This is victim-blaming. The abuser 
alone is responsible. 

Myth 6: He just loses his temper sometimes 

Abusers say they ‘see red’ sometimes – but they are very much in control, using 
multiple methods to abuse. 

Myth 7: Some women like violence 

Women do not enjoy violence. Most live in fear and terror. This is victim-blaming. 

Myth 8: She’s lucky to have him 

Whether your abuser is also your caregiver, or presents himself as the perfect 
breadwinner, women often hear they are lucky to have someone ‘looking after them’. 
But you deserve to make choices about your own life. 

Myth 9: Domestic abuse is a private matter 

Domestic abuse is a crime. It is not an individual but a social problem. We all need to 
speak out against it. 

  
 

Donations 

  

If you would like to donate to the Lent Appeal 2025, you are able to do so in the 
following ways: 

• A cheque made payable to “Monmouth DBF” can be sent to the Diocesan Office at 64 
Caerau Road, Newport, NP20 4HJ. Please ensure you write “Lent Appeal 2025” on the 
back of the cheque. 

• By bank transfer, including the reference “Lent Appeal 2025” within the transaction. 



 

Ministry Areas will already have the diocesan bank details, but if there are any queries, 
or any individuals would also like to donate this way, please contact the Diocesan 
Office on (01633) 267490 who will provide the necessary details. 

Gift Aid - The DBF cannot claim gift aid on any donations received so churches should 
claim gift aid where applicable and include this amount in the donation made. 

Thank you/Diolch! 

 

Lent Courses 

  

Lent is a great time to meet together in groups for discussion, study, prayer and 
reflection. We hope that beyond that time, some of you will decide that it is good to 
continue meeting together. Lots of groups are already finding real benefits in meeting 
regularly, building relationships and enjoying the chance for open and honest 
conversations. 

A number of discussions have taken places about possible courses for this Lent. 
There are lots of resources available for small groups or for individuals. Below are 
some of the courses that have been suggested for those of you who are still looking for 
suitable material. 

Please click on the buttons below to download and access either a PDF or Word 
version of the list of Lent courses. 

 

Lent Courses 2025 - PDF 

 

 

Lent Courses 2025 - Word  

 

         

 

  
 

 

 

 

 

 

https://mcusercontent.com/b3afd1b0d0adb8d4215f17201/files/f1505587-0e9f-398d-2e3c-393da566f1df/Lent_courses_2025.01.pdf
https://mcusercontent.com/b3afd1b0d0adb8d4215f17201/files/2ff96a64-b7b5-3599-10c2-134a000f036a/Lent_courses_2025.01.docx


Joint Network Day - 8th March 

 

 

During our recent Networking Day, Ministry Areas were invited to showcase the work 
they have been doing to embrace the Diocesan Culture Guide. 

Each Ministry Area was given an element from the guide, which was then displayed as 
a stall for people to visit during the event. From puppets to prosecco and thankyou 
cards to cardigans – the stalls all looked very different, but all looked amazing and 
reflected success and celebration! 

 

During the event, we caught up with a few of the ‘stall-holders’ to find out a bit more 
about the work they have been doing in their ministry areas to embed the values of the 
Culture Guide. 

Revd Matt Davis shared the work being done in Mynydd Bedwellte Ministry Area 
around the pledge that ‘We appreciate that all we have is a gift of God and so we give 
our time, talents and money generously in service of God’s Kingdom.’ 

Find out more ….. 

 

 

https://mcusercontent.com/b3afd1b0d0adb8d4215f17201/images/09fc6b43-67c7-3b84-f882-9432e048da98.png
https://youtube.com/shorts/q_FZlI1PDAc?si=do_tOOANjAm9-CCI


 

 

 

         

 

  
 

Discernment on Same Sex Partnerships - Meeting Reminder - 
26th March 

 

 

A reminder that the next of the meetings to discern views in respect to covenanted 
same sex partnerships will take place, as below: 

 

St Mary’s, Abergavenny, NP7 5ND 

Wednesday 26th March 2025 

7pm 
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LPWGS - Important reminder regarding survey and claims 

 

 

Survey 

  

A reminder from the Historic Religious Buildings Alliance encouraging ministry 
areas to fill in the official survey about the VAT refund scheme - it's crucial that there 
is a good response to this, to strengthen the case for the Government to continue the 
scheme beyond March 2026, which is its current end date. 

There is just a week until the deadline (Tuesday 25 March). The more who complete 
the survey the better, so as well as filling it in yourself, please forward it to others 
looking after listed places of worship. 

The survey can be found here 

For previous information sent by HRBA and for help in completing the survey please 
click here 

 

Claims 

  

This is a reminder that any claims submitted to the Listed Places of Worship Grant 
Scheme (LPWGS) after 31st March 2025 will be subject to the new £25,000 cap per 
project. This applies even if the work was completed and paid for before the deadline. 

If your church has any ongoing or completed projects exceeding £125,000 (excluding 
VAT) within the current year, it’s crucial to submit your claim before 31st March 2025 
to benefit from the current cap. 

For more information and guidance on the submission process, you can visit the 
official update from Parish Resources here: 

https://www.hrballiance.org.uk/
https://harlowconsulting.welcomesyourfeedback.net/s/listedplacesofworshipgrantscheme
https://mcusercontent.com/b3afd1b0d0adb8d4215f17201/files/5dce2eae-901d-1a13-f08c-2528c079f746/HRBA_Update_and_Guide_to_Completing_LPWGS_Survey.pdf
https://parishresources.org.uk/


 
Update on the Listed Places of Worship Grant Scheme (LPWGS) 

If you have any questions or need assistance with your submission, feel free to reach 
out to Calum Glanville-Ellis at Calumglanville-ellis@churchinwales.org.uk 

 

  
 

Recruitment of Admission CIW Schools Appeal Panel Members 

 

 

As education support officer for Llandaff and Monmouth Diocese Deborah Griffiths 
arranges panels for admissions appeals for our voluntary aided church schools. When 
schools are full sometimes parent/carers will appeal against the decision. The 
diocese will provide a voluntary external panel to review the case and come to a 
decision based on the evidence provided by the school and parent/carer. 

We are looking to increase the size of the bank of people we can call on for this 
purpose and wondered if you know a suitable person who may be interested in sitting 
on an admissions panel. Full training is given (a couple of hours face to face or on 
online). The person may even sit in on an appeal to see what happens and whether 
they might be interested. If you or someone you know may be interested, please get in 
touch as we are planning a training session soon in preparation for appeals for school 
places in September. These appeals are held May to June and will be in person at a 
venue chosen by the school. 

Whilst a background in education is an additional benefit it is not essential but a 
background in committee work and/or a committed Christian background is. 

We are looking for Lay and Education Members to sit on our school’s admission 
appeal panel. 

These positions are voluntary, but if travelling to a venue is involved costs will be paid 
by the diocese. 

Some smaller appeals can be held online via Teams if parents are happy to do so. 

https://parishresources.org.uk/news/update-on-the-listed-places-of-worship-grant-scheme-lpwgs/
mailto:calumglanville-ellis@churchinwales.org.uk?subject=calumglanville-ellis%40churchinwales.org.uk&body=


Lay Member: This means people without personal experience in the management of 
any school or the provision of education in any school. People with experience in 
education in a voluntary capacity or as governor would be permitted. 

Education Member: This means a person with experience in education, who is 
acquainted with educational conditions in the area of the authority, or who is the 
parent of a pupil registered at another school. 

To view the advert please click here 

If you are interested in becoming an admission appeals panel member, please 
contact Deborah for an informal chat on 07377 945201 or 
email deborahgriffiths@churchinwales.org.uk 

 

  
 

Training 
 

  
 

Safeguarding Training 2025 

 

 

 
 

The current Safeguarding dates for 2025 are shown below however please note 
that the session planned for 20/03/2025 is now cancelled: 

  

 

 

https://mcusercontent.com/b3afd1b0d0adb8d4215f17201/files/7db5812a-d9d6-0bbd-3302-67232d8a6f51/Schools_Admissions_Panel.pdf
mailto:deborahgriffiths@churchinwales.org.uk?subject=&body=
https://mcusercontent.com/b3afd1b0d0adb8d4215f17201/images/308ffc30-1a38-fc07-7b4d-277a9920d582.jpg
https://mcusercontent.com/b3afd1b0d0adb8d4215f17201/images/8b030cb5-a47a-b929-17b4-f0e964499b06.png


 
 

The following online Zoom sessions are also available: 

  

 

 

To find out when your Safeguarding training is due for renewal, please contact Vicki 
Stevens at Monbishpa@churchinwales.org.uk or by phone on 01633 263510. 

 

To access the booking form and 
book your place please click on 
the button 
                     

  

Safeguarding Training Booking 
Form - The Church in Wales 

 

 

        

 

Contact details for all of the safeguarding team can be found here: 

Meet the team - The Church in Wales 

The Provincial Safeguarding Officer for the Diocese of Monmouth is Colin Taylor who 
can be contacted via email at colintaylor@cinw.org.uk or by phone on 07956 
790330. 

 

  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

mailto:monbishpa@churchinwales.org.uk?subject=&body=
https://www.churchinwales.org.uk/en/clergy-and-members/safeguarding/safeguarding-training/safeguarding-training-booking-form/
https://www.churchinwales.org.uk/en/clergy-and-members/safeguarding/safeguarding-training/safeguarding-training-booking-form/
https://www.churchinwales.org.uk/en/clergy-and-members/safeguarding/meet-the-team/
mailto:colintaylor@cinw.org.uk?subject=&body=
https://mcusercontent.com/b3afd1b0d0adb8d4215f17201/images/5c32e8f5-1837-a927-3c7a-ecafc8691fd7.png


Events 
 

  
 

Lenten Reflections At 
Newport Cathedral 

 

 

 

Holy Week & Easter at the 
Cathedral 

 

 

         

 

  
 

 

 

 

 

 

https://mcusercontent.com/b3afd1b0d0adb8d4215f17201/images/84eb329e-c7bc-ec68-8cb5-ef49084f9e85.png
https://mcusercontent.com/b3afd1b0d0adb8d4215f17201/images/9185fc41-b9b1-101b-77a9-184aa095c3ea.png


Open the Book - 24th March 

 

 

  
 

 

 

 

https://biblesociety.org.uk/otbtraining


Provincial LLM Day 2025 - 5th April 

 

 

 

 

 

To register your place on this event please 
visit https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/regist
er/dlMRzDzKSaK-LmSSUnzL7w#/registration 

 

or use your phone to scan the QR code, top right 
on the poster. 

  

        

 

  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/dlMRzDzKSaK-LmSSUnzL7w#/registration
https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/dlMRzDzKSaK-LmSSUnzL7w#/registration
https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/dlMRzDzKSaK-LmSSUnzL7w#/registration


Newport Listens - 7th April 

 

 

https://mcusercontent.com/b3afd1b0d0adb8d4215f17201/images/d9ccda94-a69f-ac8f-0590-13011d4f65b3.png


  
 

Hope@Easter - 14th - 18th April 

 

 

During the week leading up to Easter, St Michael’s Church in Tintern will be hosting 

an open space with art, sculpture, paintings, and ambient music with the title 

Hope@Easter. These have all been specially created by local artists to reflect on the 

hope and message of Easter. 

 
Every day at 12pm and 6pm from Monday to Friday there will be a short reading 

from the Bible story of Easter week, a brief meditation and prayer for local, national 

and international issues. 

 
We will have an evening with some invited guests where people of all faiths and 

none can come together to celebrate the contribution of the artists and musicians 

and to reflect, share ideas and experiences, and build a deeper sense of what 

resurrection and hope can mean in today’s world of turmoil. Further details of this 

to follow. 

 
Entry will be free all day from Sunday to Easter Saturday with free refreshments 

available. 

 
For further information and if anyone would like to contribute please email 

hopeateaster@gmail.com 

 

Andy Langton 

St Michael’s, Tintern 

 

mailto:hopeateaster@gmail.com?subject=&body=
https://mcusercontent.com/b3afd1b0d0adb8d4215f17201/images/8663c200-6831-b16e-f688-822a826e619f.jpg


  
 

For Your Prayers 
 

  
 

David Brunning 

 

We remember with thanksgiving the life and ministry of the Revd Canon David 
Brunning who has died aged 93. 

David was ordained in the Diocese of Llandaff in 1955 before moving to Monmouth in 
1959 where he served until his retirement in 1998. He was curate of Usk followed by 
Incumbencies in Abercarn, Pontnewydd and Panteg. He was Rural Dean of Pontypool 
from 1989 and became a Canon of Newport Cathedral in 1994. David lived in 
retirement in Llantwit Major with his wife Maureen until her death last October. 

His funeral will be held at St Illtud's Church, Llantwit Major, on Wednesday 2nd 
April at 1.00pm. All are welcome to attend. 

May David rest in peace and rise in glory. 

 

  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Services 
 

  
 

 

Join us for the service from the Cathedral, this Sunday at 10:30am 

 

You can watch the service here  

 

Join us for the Patronal Choral Eucharist service from the Cathedral, Wednesday 26th 
March at 7:00pm 

 

You can watch the service here  

 

  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://youtube.com/live/j1wIk0DhfnQ
https://youtube.com/live/QcMSy6VW-0Q
https://mcusercontent.com/b3afd1b0d0adb8d4215f17201/images/60de932e-fec6-39a8-36fe-99a2f7b2a833.jpg


ESGOBAETH MYNWY - GWASANAETHAU CYMRAEG 2025 

 

 

Amfwy o wybodaeth cysylltwch â Ruth Willis: ruth_willis05@hotmail.com 
For further information contact Ruth Willis: ruth_willis05@hotmail.com 

 

  
 

 

mailto:ruth_willis05@hotmail.com
mailto:ruth_willis05@hotmail.com


Vacancies 
 

  
 

Team Vicar - Netherwent MA 
 

 

          

For an informal conversation please contact the Ministry Area Leader, Revd Dan Frett 
on 07966 196852 or DanielFrett@cinw.org.uk 

Application form and full profile available 
at https://monmouth.churchinwales.org.uk/en/about-us/jobs/ 

Applications should be submitted by email 
to: archdeacon.monmouth@churchinwales.org.uk 

Closing date for applications: Monday 14th April 2025 
Interviews to take place shortly after 

 

 

mailto:DanielFrett@cinw.org.uk?subject=DanielFrett%40cinw.org.uk&body=
https://monmouth.churchinwales.org.uk/en/about-us/jobs/
mailto:archdeacon.monmouth@churchinwales.org.uk?subject=archdeacon.monmouth%40churchinwales.org.uk&body=
https://mcusercontent.com/b3afd1b0d0adb8d4215f17201/images/d6aaee63-4e2d-63be-8d47-d33554724f18.png


  
 

Team Vicar - Monmouth Marches MA 

 

 

For an informal conversation please contact Revd Tim Dack on 07958 
0227822 or TimothyDack@cinw.org.uk 

Application form and full profile available 
at https://monmouth.churchinwales.org.uk/en/about-us/jobs/ 

Applications should be submitted by email 
to: archdeacon.monmouth@churchinwales.org.uk 

Closing date for applications: 31st March 2025 
Interviews to take place shortly after 

 

 

mailto:TimothyDack@cinw.org.uk?subject=null&body=null
https://monmouth.churchinwales.org.uk/en/about-us/jobs/
mailto:archdeacon.monmouth@churchinwales.org.uk?subject=&body=
https://mcusercontent.com/b3afd1b0d0adb8d4215f17201/files/f74e5d2e-9ce0-ed77-0256-b011ec57ab9f/Monmouth_Marches_TV_Advert_February_2025.pdf


  
 

House for Duty Priest - Monmouth Marches MA 

 

 

For an informal conversation please contact The Revd Tim Dack on 07958 
022782 or TimothyDack@cinw.org.uk 

We are striving to be an inclusive diocese and would welcome applications 
from all suitably qualified clerics 

 
Application form and full profile available 

at https://monmouth.churchinwales.org.uk/en/about-us/jobs/ 

Applications should be submitted by email 
to: archdeacon.monmouth@churchinwales.org.uk 

Closing date for applications: 31st March 2025 
Interviews to take place shortly after 

 

 

    

 

mailto:TimothyDack@cinw.org.uk?subject=TimothyDack%40cinw.org.uk&body=
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