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News 
 

 

 

Safeguarding Sunday 

 

 

Ways in which churches can help and protect vulnerable people will be the focus of this 
year’s Safeguarding Sunday. 

From knowing how to spot and report signs of abuse to praying for all victims, the day 
will be a chance for congregations to think about what it means to be a safe church for 
everyone. 

The Church in Wales is marking Safeguarding Sunday on 17th November in 
partnership with the Christian safeguarding organisation Thirtyone:eight. This year the 
theme is "Let's Talk About It", encouraging churches to be more open about its 
safeguarding practices. 

The Archbishop of Wales, Andrew John, is calling on all churches to take part. 

He says, “Protecting vulnerable people is at the heart of the Christian message and that 
is why the Church in Wales is committed to being a ‘safe church’. Safeguarding Sunday 
is a chance to focus on what it means to be a safe church, to remind us that a safe 
church is everyone’s responsibility and to thank and pray for all those working in 
safeguarding. I hope all our churches will join in and mark this important day.” 

 

To take part in the campaign Churches can register for a free digital resource pack at 
safeguardingsunday.org which makes running a service, or part of a service, easy. It 
includes prayers, sermon notes, activity ideas, children’s resources and loads more. 

For more information about the campaign and to register go 
to: SafeguardingSunday.org 

 

Click here to read full Church In Wales press release 

 

https://safeguardingsunday.org/
https://www.churchinwales.org.uk/en/news-and-events/churches-mark-safeguarding-sunday/


 

Annual Returns Deadline - One week left to submit! 

 

 

Thank you to the treasurers who have already submitted their annual finance return. 

The deadline for submission is the 31st of July so there is now just one week left to get 
it submitted. 

The return can be submitted online through the CinW portal, through 
MyFundAccounting, or via a paper form. 

For assistance with any of these or if you have any questions, please contact Libby 
on: 07508 801511 or libbymorgan-owen@churchinwales.org.uk. 

Diolch yn fawr! 

 

 

New Curate for Mynydd Bedwellte MA 
 

 

 

The Rt Revd Cherry Vann, Bishop of Monmouth is 
delighted to announce that Ralph Aladese has been 
offered a curacy post in the Mynydd Bedwellte Ministry 
Area. 

 

Originally from Nigeria, Ralph relocated to South Wales 
in 2022. Since then, he has deeply embedded himself 
in both church and local community activities, playing 
a 

           

supportive and coordinating role at the local foodbank within the Upper Rhymney 
Valley. 

tel:07508801511
mailto:libbymorgan-owen@churchinwales.org.uk?subject=&body=
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Bishop Cherry said: “Ordained in the Church of Nigeria, Ralph is an extraordinarily 
gifted young priest with an energy and a passion for God and for the gospel. His faith 
and his ability to speak about it is attractive and infectious and he will be a wonderful 
asset to the ministry team and the churches of the Mynydd Bedwellte MA. 

 

Read more here 

 

 

House for Duty Priest - North Monmouthshire MA 

 

We are delighted to announce that David Williams has 
been appointed as house for duty priest in the North 
Monmouthshire Ministry Area, with particular care for 
the Llanddewi Rhydderch Pastoral District. 

 

From his early days as a chorister, at 16 years old, 
David invited Jesus into his life and led the Christian 
Union at his secondary school. At the age of 10, his 
mother tells of a visit to St David’s Cathedral, where he 
went into the pulpit and spoke, and has had a deep 
sense of calling on his life since childhood. 

 

David will begin his role at the start of 2025. 
  

 

 

         

Read more here 
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Farewell to Emma Gibbins 

 

 

A special Choral Evensong service took place on Sunday afternoon at Newport 
Cathedral where we said farewell to the Cathedral’s Director of Music, Emma Gibbins, 
after 9 exceptional years. 

 

 

 

We wish her all the best in her new role 
as Director of Music at Chelmsford 
Cathedral. 
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Food Pantry Network 

 

 

Does your church run a small-scale foodbank, open pantry or cereals in the porch 
project? 

Would you like to meet up with other project volunteers so that we can learn from each 
other, share best practice, solutions to barriers and good ideas? 

To register an interest in this network please click on the link here and further details 
will follow. 

 

 

Newport Street Pastors 

 

 

Newport Street Pastors are looking to scale up their operations. There are currently just 
nine street pastors, providing vital ministry on two Saturday nights a month. There is a 
desire and a vision to grow the number of street pastors to twenty so that ministry can 
be provided every Saturday night. In practical terms this would mean each pastor 
serving on one Saturday a month with each session lasting around four hours. 

 

If this is something you would like to explore, please, in the first instance, 
contact Andrew Lightbown from the cathedral on 01633 837468. 

 

https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=rFot958Ltk6g9U540N4eCTWnBbAmxN1MteQXZhbO1oNUNTlJSVIwTVJSVElKTElETFhXRTZNUFZYVC4u
https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=rFot958Ltk6g9U540N4eCTWnBbAmxN1MteQXZhbO1oNUNTlJSVIwTVJSVElKTElETFhXRTZNUFZYVC4u
tel:01633837468
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Vessel: An art trail in remote rural churches - 8 August to 31 October 2024 

 

 

Art and Christianity is delighted to announce its forthcoming art trail in some of the 
most beautiful and remote churches in the border country between South Wales and 
England. Specially curated by A+C trustee Jacquiline Creswell, each church will host a 
different artwork selected to augment the site and to convey the richness of the theme 
of ‘vessels’. It is the first time an exhibition like this trail has taken place in these 
churches. 

The theme of ‘vessel’ references bodies, boats, secretions and receptacles; each of the 
artworks will be sited in a particular relationship to the church and its material culture. 

The exhibition will be open from early August 2024 to late October, ensuring the 
optimum season for visitors to the churches. It will create a memorable and unique 
placement of art within a conjunction of landscape and architecture that is often 
overlooked. It will bring artists of international reputation to an area of outstanding 
natural beauty. 

The participating artists are: 

Lou Baker, Barbara Beyer, Andrew Bick, Robert George, Lucy Glendinning, Jane 
Sheppard, Steinunn Thórarinsdóttir. 

Churches in Monmouthshire include St Mary’s, Abergavenny. 

 

Read more about the Vessel Exhibition and Artists here  

 

 

https://artandchristianity.org/vessel
https://artandchristianity.org/vessel


Events 
 

 

Summer Services at Newport Cathedral - Date Amendment 

 

Please note that in previous midweek 
mailings the date of the first Stories 
Into Faith event with Captain Kathryn 
Stowers was incorrectly advertised as 
25th July. It should have read 28th July. 

 

The revised flyer, showing correct date 
is now shown, right. Please click on 
image to download and enlarge. 

  

 

         

 

 

Forest Church - 4th August 

 

 

East Cardiff Ministry Area is holding its first Forest Church!   

 

Join us for bug hotel building, bird feeder making, campfire cooking, nature hunts and a 
simple act of worship all in the beautiful church yard of St Mellon's Church. All children 
must be accompanied. 

https://mcusercontent.com/b3afd1b0d0adb8d4215f17201/images/9b157cf4-5c5f-0427-1aee-16d614db81b8.jpeg


The event is free but donations towards refreshments and the campfire cooking would 
be gratefully received. 

 

 

Pray With Pride - 6th September 
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Tintern Sung Vespers - 8th September 
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Welsh Language Course - September 2024 

 

 

 

For anyone interested in learning Welsh 
to assist with their roles there are some 
places still available on the Welsh 
Language courses at Sant Padarn in 
September 2024. 

  

        

 

The courses will be held on Thursdays between 9.00am -11.00am. 

There are spaces on 3 levels; Mynediad 2, Sylfaen and Uwch as detailed below: 

Mynediad 2 

This course is for beginners, where you will learn to speak about everyday activities 
such as your work, family and friends, and hobbies. 

The mynediad 2 course will be for people that have already studied Mynediad 1 / Entry 
Level 1 

Sylfaen 

This level builds on Entry (Mynediad) level to teach all the basic patterns of the Welsh 
language. 

Uwch 

You will discuss all kinds of subjects and themes at this level. The main aim is to create 
confident speakers. 

You normally do this after studying Canolradd 1 and 2 (Intermediate 1 and 2). 

If you are interested in signing up for any of these courses please contact Angharad 
Gaylard at St Padarn’s on Angharad.Gaylard@stpadarns.ac.uk . 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

mailto:Angharad.Gaylard@stpadarns.ac.uk?subject=&body=


Maintaining Welsh Churches - 2nd October 

 

 

This October the Llandaff and Monmouth Dioceses are supporting a ‘Maintaining Welsh 
Churches’ course, which will be run by The Society for Protection of Ancient Buildings 
SPAB. 

It is free to attend and is aimed at those directly involved in the maintenance of church 
buildings in a voluntary capacity such as PCC members, Fabric Officers or members of 
Fabric Committees. DAC Secretaries and Officers are also welcome. 

In this introductory one-day course, you will explore how your historic church building 
works and the practical steps you can take to look after it.   

Martyn Jones, DAC Secretary said, “Last time we held this event, it was a great success 
and I’m sure this year will be as good”. 

The course will be held at St Mary's Church, Church Lane, Marshfield, CF3 2UF on 2nd 
October. 

For more information and to book your place please click on the link below. 

 

Read more about Maintaining Welsh Churches course here  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.spab.org.uk/whats-on/courses/maintaining-welsh-churches


For Your Prayers 
 

We give thanks for the life of Canon John Woodward, who died on 21st July 2024. 

John was ordained in 1958 by Archbishop Edwin Morris and spent all his stipendiary 
ministry in the Diocese of Monmouth, where he retired as Rector of Cyncoed in 2000. 

During his retirement he held Permission to Officiate in the Diocese of Llandaff and he 
continued his priestly ministry in the Roath area where he was much loved and 
admired. 

John is survived by his wife Pat and his children, Christopher and Susan. 

May he rest in peace and rise in glory. 

 

 

Services 
 

 

 

Join us for the Trinity 9 service from the Cathedral, this Sunday at 10:30am 

 

You can watch the Trinity 9 service here 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://youtube.com/live/20A_j9LFGlY


Vacancies 
 

 

Ministry Area Leader - Netherwent MA 

 

 

Please click here to view on our website 

 

 

https://monmouth.churchinwales.org.uk/en/news-and-events/ministry-area-leader-netherwent-ministry-area/


Ministry Area Leader - Abergavenny MA 

 

 

Please click here to view on our website 

 

 

https://monmouth.churchinwales.org.uk/en/news-and-events/ministry-area-leader-abergavenny-ministry-area/
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