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VISION IN FOCUS 

 

 

Introduction 

As Christians, Advent and Christmas can serve an important example when it 
comes to our stewardship. 
 
This edition reminds us why stewardship matters and offers some real, 
practical advice to help us live as ‘thankful and generous people.’ 
 
We share a personal experience from one of our ministry areas about the 
benefits of contactless giving and there are plenty of resources and courses to 
help along the way! There’s even mention of ‘free money’ :) 
 

https://us10.campaign-archive.com/?e=%5bUNIQID%5d&u=b3afd1b0d0adb8d4215f17201&id=f8400fc06a


Stewardship can mean different things to different people - financial, time, 
skills - but whatever gifts you have, be invitational, be missional and use them 
this Advent to help spread the joy of God’s love.  

Debra Goddard  
Diocesan Communications Officer 

 

Why does Stewardship matter? 

 

I was asked this question recently - “Sell it to me, tell me how and why I 
should be convincing volunteers at my church to take on and do more…”  
 
A hard question perhaps, should we ask for more from people who are 
already stretched thin as it is? But simply put, stewardship isn’t about doing 
more, it’s about living out our faith fully as Christians. Championing 
stewardship is about ensuring our churches are at the heart of their 
communities, where they belong. It is about caring for and using our all our 
assets to their upmost potential - be they buildings, tools, people, or finances.  
 
Stewardship is rooted in who we are called to be; it is a core tenant of our 
faith.  
We are God’s stewards. It is our privilege to serve him and share his love with 
others.   



 

I invite you to reflect on this verse. Are you willing? Who is in the flock? Where 
is the field? Do those who know you, know you are a servant of God? Do they 
know you are his precious child? Do they know they are too? How do we tell 
them? 
 
The languages of stewardship are gratitude and generosity. It is from our 
gratitude to God for all the gifts he grants us that we in turn share those gifts 
generously. We give however we can - in time, in talents, and in money. And 
through this generous spirit, you give the gift of faith to those who witness. 
You show them love without limits. You show them Him.  
 
We are called ‘to live as thankful and generous people’ 
To be His people.  
 
Stewardship matters. It deepens our connection as disciples. It protects 
creation. It uplifts our communities. It equalises us all. To be a steward is to 
be Christian.  
Let’s show the world what that truly means.  
 
 

 
Zoe Ward 

Church Resource Officer  

 

 

RESOURCE:  
Easyfundraising  



Free money sounds too good to be true - so here’s how it works.  
 
Easyfundraising takes advantage of referral links in order to fund itself and 
pass on donations to good causes. When we click to shop through their 
website or app, they are given a referral reward of a percentage of our 
purchase - they then pass a portion as a donation to our cause.  
 
There is no additional cost to the shopper, like Gift Aid, it’s a bit of a bonus 
donation.  
 
This is not a new opportunity. Many schools have been using Easyfundraising 
to support their PTFAs and it’s also used by Brownies and Scouts.  
 
We have conducted a trial in the Diocesan Office. The DBF has been 
registered as a cause since October and with only 5 ‘supporters’, we have 
raised over £100 so far.  
 
There are some points to take note of. Donations only work from online 
purchases so your supporters will need be confident shopping on their 
computer, tablet, or phone. The largest donations come from big purchases 
like car insurance or holiday bookings, but small donations from a weekly 
supermarket shop add up quickly.   
 
This could be a great way for families to further support their MA/churches 
without any extra cost - a very welcome option during a cost of living crisis. 
This could also be a great opportunity for linking further with your 
communities. Seasonal worshippers may be able to offer support to you 
throughout the year while doing their regular shopping.  

 

Getting Started  

 

 

Register your MA or church as a cause 
here: 
https://www.easyfundraising.org.uk/register-
your-good-cause/?invite=mummxf&referral-
campaign=c2c&utm_campaign=refCROtest 
 
 

Or try out Easyfundraising by becoming 
a DBF supporter: 
https://www.easyfundraising.org.uk/support-
a-good-cause/step-
1/?char=325246&invite=mummxf&referral-
campaign=c2s&utm_campaign=refCROtest  

         

https://www.easyfundraising.org.uk/register-your-good-cause/?invite=mummxf&referral-campaign=c2c&utm_campaign=refCROtest
https://www.easyfundraising.org.uk/register-your-good-cause/?invite=mummxf&referral-campaign=c2c&utm_campaign=refCROtest
https://www.easyfundraising.org.uk/register-your-good-cause/?invite=mummxf&referral-campaign=c2c&utm_campaign=refCROtest
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More Information 

 

         

This video explains how Easyfundraising works in 3 simple steps. 

Using the Mobile App 

 

This video explains how to use the 
Easyfundraising app. The app 
currently works best on Apple 
devices, however improvements 
are being made for Android version 
to ensure all users have an equally 
good user experience.  

 

Enabling your ‘Donation 
Reminder’  

 

This video tells you more about the 
“Donation Reminder” that you can 
add on to your internet browser to 
make Easyfundraising even easier. 

 

        

https://youtu.be/T9_XwaxfG94
https://youtu.be/okVkGba1zFk
https://youtu.be/9JWR-XzLngk


Templates & Resources  

Easyfundraising offers multiple template examples for how to promote your 
church as a cause - including flyers and cards, as well as online templates for 
social media platforms like Facebook, Twitter (X), and website banners.  
 
Or you could make your own with platforms like Canva 
(https://www.canva.com/canva-for-nonprofits/).  

 

 

 

         

 

 

Benefits of Contactless Giving  

https://www.canva.com/canva-for-nonprofits/


“Contactless has enabled us to better welcome and include a wider section of 
our community at events – as for most people, for better or worse, society is 
increasingly cashless – so having an option to engage/purchase/donate by 
card includes those who never carry cash…. including the vicar!” says Fr 
Ross Maidment, Ministry Area Leader for Mountain and Marsh MA.  
 
Being able to accommodate those without cash is always helpful. From taking 
fees for life events by card, or receiving additional donations at services or 
from passing visitors/walkers; having the ability to process card payments is 
becoming more and more necessary. Convenience is often the key to positive 
experiences. We need to make it as easy as possible for people to give us 
money.  
 
There are multiple options for contactless. The cheapest option to try may be 
QR codes with a link enabling online giving. This could be done through Gift 
Direct with the CINW or with another provider. Most other providers will 
charge a small service fee for each transaction; though SumUp currently 
offers online giving by QR code for free. Find out more: 
https://www.sumup.com/en-gb/qr-codes/how-to/ 
 
An option which requires some investment is a contactless machine. Typically 
there will be a cost for the machine itself and monthly service fees. There are 
a variety of different options available. While deciding, you should consider 
whether you would like the machine to be fixed in place or mobile and also 
whether you have access to either wifi or mobile data reception in your 
building. Find out more: https://parishbuying.org.uk/categories/giving-and-
payments/contactless-giving 
 
Mountain and Marsh MA have kindly shared some of their data regarding their 
experiences with contactless giving so far.  

• Our device is used every week. 
 

• We’ve taken £1531.40 on SumUp which represents a mix of weekly 
giving, mostly occasional offices (baptisms), ‘sales’ at events, and 
wedding fees. 
 

• We’ve taken over £1000 through online card payments – again a mix of 
donations, and event sales – like tickets, etc. 
 

• At occasional offices, we usually always get more on the card machine 
than cash. 

https://www.sumup.com/en-gb/qr-codes/how-to/
https://parishbuying.org.uk/categories/giving-and-payments/contactless-giving
https://parishbuying.org.uk/categories/giving-and-payments/contactless-giving


 

If you’re interested in pursuing contactless giving and need help reviewing 
your options, please contact Zoe Ward, Church Resource Officer. There is 
also a diocesan grant available which may be able to help contribute towards 
costs. 
 
Email: zoeward@cinw.org.uk                    Phone: 01633 267490  

 

RESOURCE:  
Find Your Church/Gift Direct - CINW website 

 

As you may know, all churches are given a dedicated webpage on the Church 
in Wales website. These can be accessed through the ‘Find a Church’ tab at 
the top of the CINW homepage; though most will also pop up if you type the 
name if your church into Google.  
 

mailto:zoeward@cinw.org.uk?subject=&body=
tel:01633267490


The basic template for these church pages include, clergy contact details, a 
link to the MA page, the church address and a map of the church. In addition, 
there is a ‘DONATE’ button which connects to the Gift Direct sign up form for 
your church.  
 
However, there are options to personalise these pages and use them as an 
additional publicity hub for your church. Click the ‘Request Changes to this 
Page’ link (located below the map image) to access the personalisation portal. 
You can then add the following options:  

• Add a paragraph about your church 
• Links to your digital services  
• Add a your list of service times, with a possible separate list for special 

services  
• Add any church events  
• Amend clergy contact details  
• Link to other online donation platforms  
• Link to social media (Twitter and Facebook) 
• Link to your own MA or church website  

 
Previously there has also been an option to upload a picture of your church. 
This is currently unavailable in the portal, but may still be possible by 
contacting the Provincial Office. Our Diocesan Team are happy to help liaise if 
you need assistance.  
 
We recommend that all of our churches take advantage of this free digital 
resource for promoting your churches and MAs online.  

Gift Direct 

The CINW Gift Direct scheme 
facilitates both regular giving and 
one-off donations by direct debit.  
 
People can sign up online or by 
using paper forms. 

 

 

         

Using Gift Direct is beneficial to you because: 
• Regular giving becomes predictable and budget-able as the direct 

deposit will come through each month even if the person is unable to 
attend services.   

• Gift Aid is claimed directly for you and this reduces the workload on our 
Treasurers and Gift Aid Secretaries .  

• If donors want to make any changes to their giving, this can be easily 
done through the website or by calling the Provincial Office.  



• An option to increase giving annually by inflation is also available to 
donors.  

• When funds are sent through by the Provincial Office, they include a 
report of donations so you will have a clear record of donors and be 
able to send annual thank yous.  

• This system has no fees at all so you will receive full donation given by 
the donor. This can make a difference when banks have fees for cash 
deposits.  

• It is also very simple to set up if you are not already using it in 
comparison to other online platforms which include charges.  

 

To sign up as a church/MA - please contact 
giftdirect@cinw.org.uk 

 

TRAINING:  
Stewardship Workshops, 3-Part Series  

Designed to follow on from the Faith in our Future Planning, the new 
Stewardship Course is comprised of three workshops. Each session will be 
2.5 hours long and can be held on evenings, weekends or during the day; 
whatever will work best for your group. We strongly recommend having at 
least 1 week between each session.  
 
This course is suitable for members of the MAC and ministry team and will be 
tailored to your MA’s context and priorities. Each workshop will build on from 
the previous so it is important for to attend all three parts of the series.   
 
To find our more or to set dates for your MA, please contact Zoe Ward via 
email (zoeward@cinw.org.uk) or by phone (01633 267490) 

mailto:giftdirect@cinw.org.uk?subject=&body=
mailto:zoeward@cinw.org.uk?subject=&body=
tel:01633267490


 

 

Being Invitational this Advent  



Although Advent may be a season 
of waiting and preparation, it is also 
a season of anticipation and 
excitement. Let’s spread the joy of 
our Lord Jesus Christ by following 
the innkeepers example of 
invitation, welcome, and hospitality.  
 
Following on from our Diocesan 
Conference, we encourage all 
churches to use the upcoming 
season to be missional and 
connect further with your local 
communities.   

 

 

         

This is a time of year where many feel called back to churches, let’s ensure 
that a warm welcome awaits them. Consider creating helpful flyers with a list 
of all the seasonal events happening across your MA that they can take away 
- bonus points if you include a donation QR code!  
 
If you’re holding a family-friendly service; such as carols, a Christingle, or Crib 
Service, consider sending a personal invitation to all families who had 
baptisms in one of your churches this year. If possible, please send the 
invitation by post rather than an email, it will feel much warmer and more 
authentic.  
 
Similarly, if you have any services which might help those who have been 
bereaved, a personal invitation to families who have had funerals in the past 
year could make a significant difference.  
 
Are there any community groups you could partner with? If it’s too late for this 
year, take the opportunity to look around at what is already happening in your 
community, who could you work with next year? Could the church host a 
concert for the local school or invite the children to take part in a nativity? Is 
there a charity that you could co-host an event with? Look for links now which 
could grow over the next year.  
 
Finally, encourage those in your congregations to be invitational themselves, 
to bring along family, friends, neighbours - everyone could invite at least one 
more person to celebrate this season.  

 

For a downloadable and printable version of this email please click here. 

https://mcusercontent.com/b3afd1b0d0adb8d4215f17201/files/273c057c-da21-ce55-d1b3-cf7934b3f027/Vision_in_Focus_Discipleship.pdf
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